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Richard Borden. Dick has participated in many charitable activities and organizations including the 

Manchester, Glastonbury and Rockville Historical Societies. He is a Life Member of the Glastonbury 

Chamber of Commerce and has been a member of Rotary International for over 30 years, having served 

as president of the Manchester Rotary Club and as Rotary District Governor for District 7890. Dick has 

also served on the Board of Directors and as Vice President of the Manchester Land Conservation Trust, 

as Chairman of St. Bartholomew Church’s Parish Finance Council for 17 years, and now as Vice Chair of 

the Finance Council for the combined St. Teresa of Calcutta Parish. Dick currently serves the Manchester 

Historical Society’s Finance Committee, chairs the Audit Committee, and has previously chaired the 

Governance Committee. Dick served as Town Manager in several towns for 28 years and founded Borden 

Realty (now Borden-Lombardi Realty, LLC) over 23 years ago. He has been active in the Greater 

Hartford Association of Realtors.  Previously served as Chairman of the Government Affairs Committee. 

His wife Rita is an interior designer who has also been involved in Historical Societies after first 

becoming involved some 50 years ago with Hazel Lutz in the Vernon Historical Society.  Rita and Dick 

live in an 1884 Victorian home in Manchester which they have renovated in a historically-correct fashion 

in order to preserve its historic features. 

 

Carol Cafazzo. Carol was born and raised in Hartford and made her career in the insurance industry 

where she worked her way up from rater to underwriter and into management and then into the 

information technology side, where she did project management and business analysis, working on many 

different systems. During her career she developed and honed a wide range of skills including people 

management, problem analysis, solving, planning, organizing, procedural writing, analyzing cost versus 

benefit, prioritizing and monitoring outcomes. She has been married for 29 years and now lives with her 

husband in Enfield.  They enjoy doing Revolutionary War reenacting as part of a Loyalist Ranger Unit or 

spending time visiting family and friends.  She has always been interested in old buildings and believes 

they should be preserved or repurposed while keeping the integrity of their style, something that 

Manchester seems to do well.  Her interest in Manchester stems from her childhood as she had relatives 

who lived here, and she spent 5 years living in the Ribbon Mill Apartments and on Center Street.  In fact, 

she met her husband in Manchester.  She is currently the Chair of the Research Library Committee and 

was a member of the Bylaws Rewrite Committee. 

 

Sarah Cieglo, PH.D. Sarah received her B.A. in History with a Classics minor and B.M. in Musicology 

from Northwestern University and her Ph.D. in History from Yale University with a focus on Early 

Modern European and Colonial American history. She is currently Assistant Professor of History 

(tenured) at Manchester Community College, where she teaches World and Western Civilization courses. 

Igniting a passion for history in others by showing its connection and relevance to their lives is one of her 

greatest personal and professional goals. She was the founding advisor for the Manchester Community 

College History & Art History Club in 2016 which has been active ever since with fieldtrips to the 

Cheney Homestead, the Connecticut Historical Society, and even to the 9/11 Museum and Metropolitan 

Museum of Art in New York City. She is also the program coordinator for the Manchester Community 

College Liberal Arts & Science degree programs where she oversees the curriculum and program 

advising for 400-600 Liberal Arts & Science degree students per semester. Sarah lives in Manchester 

where is she a homeowner. In her spare time, Sarah enjoys reading, drinking tea, walks in nature, playing 

with her cat Ziggy, and strength training at the gym. Her newest hobby is stand-up paddle boarding, 

which has given her a new way to enjoy the beauty of Connecticut’s lakes and rivers.  

 

Robert Kanehl. A native of Manchester Robert has been a very active member of the Society over the 

past five years. A long time newspaper reporter, teacher and author, Robert has had a lifelong interest in 



history. This love of history has appeared in his classroom teaching as well as his writing. Over the past 

few years Robert has been a teacher and Math Coach in Windham, Connecticut. He has thirty years of 

teaching and twenty years of newspaper work in both Maine and Connecticut. He is noted for writing the 

town history column for the local paper and participation at the Old Manchester History Museum. He also 

has been a volunteer at the Woodbridge Barn and member of the Pitkin Glass Works Executive Council.  

Robert currently lives with his wife in Manchester, Connecticut. 

 

Robert Kilpatrick. Robert is a life-long Manchester resident who has served as a Security Manager for 

the State of Connecticut Judicial Branch since 1989. He is also a graduate of Manchester Community 

College (2000). He has participated in many civic activities, including coaching youth sports, serving as 

Vice President of Highland Park School PTA, siting as President of Manchester Little League (2003-

2005). As President he initiated and completed over $30,000 in capital improvements to Town-owned 

baseball field and hosted 2005 CT State Little League Championship at Manchester’s Northwest Park. 

Robert currently serves as secretary Advisory Recreation & Park Commission (member since 2011), 

Chairperson Land Acquisition & Historic Property Investment Committee (member since 2017) and a 

Board of Governors member of the Manchester Country Club. Robert’s family—his wife Patty and his 

children Bobby, Ryan, Colin and Eric—have served as a Host Family for the Manchester Road Race 

Since 1995, and Bob has personally run the race for the past 36 years. 

 

Christopher Malone. Chris is a graduate of East Catholic High School and Salve Regina University. He 

previously ran operations for both Connecticut Natural Gas and Southern Connecticut Gas. Chris 

currently teaches woodshop to individuals with intellectual disabilities and supervises South Windsor 

Park and Recreation activities. He serves on the Board of Directors for the Groton Long Point 

Association. He and his wife Kim have two grown children. 

 

Jamshid A. Marvasti, M.D. Jamshid was born in Iran, a country with a 2,500-year old kingdom. For 20 

years, he was a student in Iran, 8 of which he was in medical school. Many students learned the tales of 

the kingdoms history and he was one of them who developed a love for it.  In 1973, he moved to the US 

for his higher medical education. He opened a medical practice in Manchester in 1979, and for 40 years 

practiced at Manchester Memorial Hospital and lived here.  His attraction to the town of Manchester 

began with the presence of a general hospital, a mix of different socio-economic population, where all 

classes got along with each other (so far!) and the welcoming of refugees and immigrants.  He has 

published multiple articles in two history/psychology journals: 1. “Clio’s Psyche: Understanding the 

‘Why’ of Culture, Current Events, History, and Society” and 2. “The Journal of Psychohistory,” which he 

is a contributing editor of.  He looks at history as a science. It should be analyzed for the purpose of 

learning valuable lessons from the past, and possibly helping to predict future events.  

 

Kristine Miller. Kris Miller was born and raised on the west side of Manchester.  In 1974 she earned her 

Associates in Science degree specializing in Data Processing from Manchester Community College.  She 

started out as a Computer Programmer at Connecticut Mutual, grew in the Information Technology 

business and eventually retired as a Senior Business Systems Analyst from MassMutual.  The Genealogy 

Group at MHS was started in 2012 with Kris's help and she has been maintaining the Society’s 

membership database since 2009.  She has served as a Director on the Board since 2015 and served as 

Secretary in 2016 and now since December of 2018.  Kris has lived in South Windsor for over 35 years. 

 

Peter Millett. Peter is currently the Chair of the Cheney Homestead Advisory Subcommittee and Vice 

President of the Society. He worked in insurance for 27 years at Aetna and Cigna as underwriter, project 

manager, and production support manager. He was formerly a volunteer craftsman at Hancock Shaker 

Village, and currently owns a renovation and design business. Pete married into Manchester where he and 

Kristen have lived for 29 years, raising their 4 children Abe, Elsa, Solveig and Svea. Pete is the 12th 

generation of New Englander from Gloucester, MA(3gen) and Maine(9gen). Craftsmanship skills, early 



American thought, and hands-on learning have been important to Pete, and he is helping to bring 

engaging events to the Homestead, and weaving/craft instruction to the History Center. 

 

Stephen Penny. Stephen is a former mayor of Manchester.  He subsequently served on the town’s 

Pension Board for 15 years, chaired several Charter Revision Commissions, co-authored the report of a 

Racial Balance in Schools Committee that captured the attention of a national blue-ribbon panel on school 

choice, and continues to serve on the Cheney Hall Foundation.  He also serves on the State Elections 

Enforcement Commission.  In 2018, he was awarded the Greater Manchester Chamber of Commerce 

Community Achievement Award.  A graduate of Ohio Wesleyan University and the UConn School of 

Law, Mr. Penny has been engaged in the general practice of law in Manchester for over 45 years.  A past 

president of the Manchester Rotary Club, he is also a Mason and Shriner, serves on the Mayors’ Program 

for Manchester Children Board of Directors, and was the public address announcer for the Manchester 

Road Race from 1984 to 2017.  An enthusiastic student of history, Mr. Penny has developed a 

comprehensive presentation on the Indians of Southern New England that has been well-received by 

numerous local historical societies and other organizations in the Greater Hartford area. 

 

John Prior III. A native of Manchester and has lived at his current address for 40 years. Jack went to St. 

James School, Bennet Junior High School and graduated from Manchester High School in 1971. Post 

high school he went to MCC and obtained an Associate degree. Attended Morse School of Business 

receiving a certificate in Marketing Management, Computer Processing Institute obtaining a Certificate in 

Computer Programming and Graduated from Western New England College with an BSBA. 

Professionally Jack has worked for 43 years in the computer industry and is currently working for 

Travelers Insurance as an IT Systems Director. In the past he has been a Boy Scout leader, supporting 

help with CAST and with Girl Scouts. For many years he helped building sets for the Manchester High 

School Drama club. Jack has been on the board of the Society since 2016 and currently serves as 

President. Jack enjoys going to Vermont where he feels that is his second home. Also enjoys hiking, 

camping, biking, canoeing, visiting other museums and historical societies. Once Jack retires, he hopes to 

do more traveling in the US and abroad as well as being outdoors. 

 

Louis A. Spadaccini. Louis A. Spadaccini is a lifelong resident of Manchester with a long record of 

public service to the community.  From 2007 through 2011, Lou served as Mayor of the Town of 

Manchester.  He also served as a member of the Manchester Board of Directors and as member of the 

Manchester Board of Education.  Lou presently volunteers his time as a member of the Manchester 

Redevelopment Agency, Presiding Justice of Manchester Elks Lodge 1893, Treasurer of the Manchester 

Chapter of UNICO National,  a member of the Board of Directors of the Manchester Bicentennial Band 

Shell, a member of the Knights of Columbus – Father Martin J. Scholsky Council #1155, and a member 

of the Connecticut Republican State Central Committee representing the Fourth Senatorial District.  He 

previously served as a member of the Board of Directors of the Manchester Chamber of Commerce, a 

Corporator of Eastern Connecticut Health Network, and a Corporator of Rockville Bank.  Lou works as 

an attorney with the law office of Blackwell & Spadaccini, LLC in Manchester.  His office is located on 

the corner of East Center Street and Spruce Street in a Queen Anne style house that was once owned by 

the Cheney Brothers.  In addition to his duties in private practice, Lou is a Commissioner for the State of 

Connecticut Victim’s Compensation Commission. Lou is married to Keshet Spadaccini and they have one 

daughter, Fabrizia.    
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