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• Ads in 1915 Town Directory •

The Tryon grocery was at the east end of the Odd
Fellows block.

1917 parade

1975: Odd Fellows
sells building for $90,000
About 1940. There’s a Chevrolet agency east to SHVC Corporation,
Kristine Carlson, Pres.,
of the block. Signs on the building say:
“Center Pharmacy - Edward J. Murphy Prop. - Stuart C. Carlson, VP, and
consultant Stuart H. V.
Soda Drugs Luncheon” and “Bingo Every
Carlson
Thursday Nite, IOOF, Mammoth Prizes.”

About 1914
King David Lodge of the
Independent Order of Odd
Fellows (IOOF) was founded in
1890 with 10 charter members. It
met at the Masonic Hall before
erecting its own building.

1982 Demolition

Curving around the corner of Main and East Center Streets was a large three-story building – the Odd Fellows
lodge hall, constructed in 1913. The Independent Order of Odd Fellows, a social and benevolent society,
originated in England in the 18th century. Over the years, this building housed a first-floor grocery store,
Packard’s Pharmacy, bowling alley, picture/gift shop, and an auto salesroom. There was a newsstand and barber
shop and bus terminal at the very center of the building, to which there were three to five stairs up. Newspapers
were stacked outside the door on the stoop. Bidwell’s soda shop and other businesses came and went. The
busses to Providence and parts beyond could be caught there and bus tickets were sold.
Over the years, the second floor housed the Connecticut Business College and Odd
Fellows Meeting Hall. On the third floor were apartments. Later on, the building housed
The Red Sox Dugout (a pool hall) in the basement, bars called Carrie Nation’s and the
Other Horse, and Roma Italian Pastry. During the 1970s, churches in the community
housed refugees in apartments on the second and third floor. St. James Church
sponsored a family of Laotian refugees seeking sanctuary in the United States. Despite
protests, the Odd Fellows building was demolished in 1982. A monument (pictured at
right) was erected at the southeast corner of Main and East Center Streets.

