




Elisabeth Montague Bennet was born January 22, 1881 in 

Danbury, Connecticut to Archibald and Fannie Mae Lewis. 

She was the oldest of her siblings: Robert Nathaniel, Sara Reba, 

and Helen Isabel.

Elisabeth was the daughter of hard-working people. Her 

father was a carpenter and her grandfather was also a 

craftsman, a joiner and millwright; another grandfather 

was a blacksmith. Elisabeth was a first generation Scottish-

American on her father’s side. Her mother helped run a 

boarding house that her grandparents had established. 

Elisabeth M. Bennet died September 1, 1959 after a long 

and devoted commitment to the betterment of the minds 

of children. It is fair to say that she fully honored the 

sacrifices and hard work of her ancestors. 

Research by Noreen Cullen
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The Start of a Legend
Elisabeth Montague Bennet began her 
42 years of service to Manchester in 1909 
as a supervisor of teachers at the East 
School, the flagship of the Ninth District, 
located at School and Main. In those days, 
young women who were enrolled at the 
New Britain Normal School taught students in grades K-6, with 
supervisors providing on-the-job training and oversight. Miss 
Bennet’s starting salary in the 1909-1910 school year was $600 for 
38 weeks of work.
 Four years later, in the summer of 1913, Miss Bennet 
was promoted to principal of the East School. Ninth District 
School Superintendent Fred “Zip” Verplanck clearly valued her 
competence and character.
 On a balmy Thursday, October 23, 1913, Mr. Verplanck 
popped into Miss Bennet’s office and left on her desk a 
dictionary he had bought for the school. Later that afternoon, 
Miss Bennett scolded a group of boys for using a peashooter 
in class, then sent them on their way. One reappeared in her 
office moments later. Fire! he said, and told her where – in a 
book storage room that some casually called a library.
 Miss Bennet dashed to the room and saw flames on 
the wall behind a desk and wastebasket. She ran to an 
auxiliary fire alarm box, broke the glass, and set off the 
general alarm, which sounded in every firehouse in 
town. In less than three minutes, the building was 
empty. Within five minutes it was engulfed in flames 
and impenetrable by firefighters, who tried and failed 
to tame the blaze from outside. In an hour, the East 
School was ashes.
 What a school it had been. With two sprawling 
full stories, a partial third story, and a basement, 
the East School had been the largest wooden 
building in Manchester – and a recognized firetrap, 
constructed of pine coated in shellac. School officials, along 
with the rest of the horrified nation, were aware that on March 4, 
1908, a mainly wooden school in Collinwood, Ohio, had burned 
to the ground, killing 172 students and two teachers. In the new 
school year that started in September 1908, the Ninth School 
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District Committee added auxiliary fire alarms to every floor of the East School and installed iron fire escapes 
outside to evacuate those on the upper floors. “Plans for exterior escapes had been made and submitted to 
the contractors previous to the Collinwood disaster,” an annual report by the Selectmen and School Visitors 
stressed – but those plans were revised and moved forward rapidly after Collinwood. When Miss Bennet 
arrived at the East School in September 1909, the iron fire escapes were in use in every fire drill. 
 They got a lot of use. Mr. Verplanck insisted on frequent drills, and when Miss Bennet became principal, 
she obliged. Since the school year was young and students and teachers were in unfamiliar rooms, she staged 
drill after drill in the weeks and days before the fire.
 On Friday, October 24, 1913, the Manchester Half Weekly Herald devoted three paragraphs to a scoop: 
an interview with Miss Bennet while the fire still raged. (The paper misspelled her name, an error common 
throughout her career.)
 
Here is the verbatim text:

Miss Bennett’s Great Opportunity
She Rose to the Occasion and then Quietly Disappeared

While the fire was burning, a sad-faced woman stood alone in a private room in the High school building 
watching the fire and the crowd from the window. Here a Herald man found her, depressed and silent. She was Miss 
Elizabeth M. Bennett, head supervisor in the burned building, whose presence 
of mind and prompt action had won the lives of nearly a thousand children 
from smoke and fire. Half an hour before she had been sitting quietly in her 
office in the burning building. Since then the supreme moments of her life had 
been lived. She had led her brood to safety, calmly and surely, and now with 
difficulty she controlled her emotions. 

At first Miss Bennett declined to talk, but at length she told in a few words 
her simple story. How the boy had run into her office with the news of the fire; 
how she had run to the library and confirmed the news; how she had instantly 
sounded the general alarm, cutting her hand on the glass front of the box; how 
she had remained in the building until the last child was out.

Just then someone burst into the room exclaiming, “Your own home is 
on fire!” meaning the Eldridge house where she roomed. Donning her wraps 
she hastened away to save her belongings. Fortunately the incipient fire in the 
Eldridge house was quickly extinguished and Miss Bennett was not called upon 
to undergo another ordeal.
 In 1953, Miss Bennet spoke to the Manchester Evening Herald for an 
article written by Harold E. Turkington marking the fortieth anniversary 
of the fire. She said that a week before the fire she had lectured a boy who 
talked during a drill. The boy told her he had said to the fellow in front of 



4

him that it was only a fire drill, not a real 
fire. “My remarks to him were to carry 
out every drill as if it were a real fire, 
because none of us ever knew when it 
would be the real thing,” Miss Bennet 
said.
      She related the peashooter story 
and what happened next.
      “After I saw the fire, I 
immediately tapped the glass on 
the box alarm and put in the 
general alarm,” she said. “My 
finger was cut slightly by the 
glass but not seriously. Why, the 
teachers themselves were not 
aware that this was the real 
thing. One teacher started to 
come out of her room, but 
I clapped my hands at her 
and told her to get out with 
the children because this 
was a ‘real’ fire drill,” she 
recalled. 
      The article noted that 
the fire was discovered 
at 2:10 pm. Recess was to 
start at 2:15. “Can you imagine what 
could have happened if that fire had started five 
minutes later?” Miss Bennet said. “Why, the halls would 
have been filled with children. I dread to think of what panic could 
have resulted.”
      Miss Bennet credited her teachers for remaining calm. They were so well drilled 
in the routine that they were able to handle the unexpected. One student fainted 
and was efficiently carried out. Adults in the third-floor gym had to change the 
escape route for children when fire blocked the usual egress. Once outside, teachers 
had to restrain some students from rushing back in to rescue their belongings. 
A coat, a pen-wipe, an eraser: such items at that moment were everything to the 
frantic little ones. And to the not-so-little; forty 
years later, Mr. Verplanck still recalled the anger of a 
mother who called him after the fire, demanding to 
know who would pay for her son’s cap.
      Unlike the Collinwood fire in 1908 or the 
Hartford Circus Fire in 1944, the fire that felled the 
East School was shocking but not a tragedy. Nobody 
died. About 900 children attended the school on 
an average day, and they all made it home. In an 
editorial published the day after the fire, the Hartford 
Courant praised the teachers, the fire drills, and 
the “ample” exits (by way of the fire escapes) and 
concluded: “Taken all in all, it is a cheerful story, 
and today there is thanksgiving and gratitude in the 
homes of South Manchester in place of inconsolable 
grief.”
     One week after the fire, students were back in class, reassigned to other Ninth 
District schools that went on double sessions to accommodate them. In April 1915, 
a new school opened on the site at School and Main. It was called Barnard, and it 
was built of bricks. Miss Bennet was principal. 
     In September 1921, when a new school, Nathan Hale, opened in the Ninth 
District, Miss Bennet became principal there as well.
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From the Beginning
Miss Bennet was born in Danbury on January 22, 1881. Her father had 
emigrated from Scotland; her mother, Connecticut-born, was most recently 
from New York City. Elisabeth was the eldest of four children; the youngest, 
Helen, was born prematurely in 1890 and lived just seven days.
 After graduation from Danbury High School, Miss Bennet became 
a teacher in a one-room schoolhouse in rural Danbury, where she was 
responsible for teaching all subjects to children in grades 1 through 8. 
She then taught grades 3 and 4 in Danbury City schools. After six years of 
hometown teaching, she briefly attended Vassar College, and then enrolled 
in the Danbury Normal School. She was graduated in 1909 and began her 
auspicious career as a Manchester educator.
 The Ninth School District was governed independently of the rest of 
Manchester’s schools from 1896 to 1932, when the schools were consolidated. 
That independence created an environment that encouraged innovators like 
Mr. Verplanck and Miss Bennet to try new approaches. Further, although 
the money to run the district came from the town’s taxpayers, the Cheney 
Brothers were generous in their financial support of programs, buildings, 
and staff. Indeed, after the East School burned down, the Cheneys paid to 
construct the replacement school, Barnard, plus a new recreation building. 
For the children and grandchildren of Cheney Mills employees, only the best 
would do.

u 1899-1909 Miss Bennet taught in   
 Danbury in the rural school, teaching all  
 subjects for grades 1 through 8, and in the  
 city schools, grades 3 and 4. After six years  
 of teaching, she attended Vassar College,  
 and then the State Normal School in  
 Danbury.
 
u 1909 Elisabeth graduated from Danbury  
 Normal School and came to Manchester as a  
 teacher to train other educators.

u 1909-1913 Miss Bennet served as supervisor  
 of the Ninth District School.

u 1913 Miss Bennet became principal of the  
 Ninth District School.

u  October 23, 1913 Miss Bennet was credited  
 with saving many lives in the worst fire in  
 Manchester’s history, the Ninth District  
 School Fire.

u 1915 Miss Bennet became principal of the  
 newly built Barnard School (which replaced  
 the Ninth District School).
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  Those employees were mostly immigrants who brought a strong work 
ethic to their jobs. Miss Bennet’s parents had modeled that same ethic. Her 
father devoted his working life to carpentry and furniture, and her mother 
helped to run and then ran a boarding house established by her parents. Miss 
Bennet, who had thrived in school, no doubt identified with the children of 
the Ninth District and made it her mission to help them thrive, too, not only 
in academics but also in arts, crafts, sports, and other pursuits that can bring 
joy.
  Miss Bennet was the first Manchester educator to show films to students. 
Worthwhile educational films were hard to find, but Cheney Brothers 
resources eventually came through, providing titles like Steel, Volcanoes, and 
Daniel Boone. Children from other schools walked to Nathan Hale for the 
monthly showings. A child uninspired by Coast Guards or Christmas Seals 
might still enjoy the outing. 
 Miss Bennet has also been credited with establishing the first school 
library in Manchester. The reality appears to be more nuanced. Many 
elementary schools had small libraries, but most if not all of the books they 
offered were loaned by Manchester’s public library system. Miss Bennet’s 
library, which she organized in the basement of Barnard in 1927 for junior 
high school students, was a permanent collection that she created, catalogued, 
and populated with donated books.

She had some good practices that made a lot of sense to me 
even as a young boy. She kept the boys and the girls separate 
from one another in the classroom. The girls occupied the 
top floor of the school building facing Vine St. and the boys 
occupied the ground floor. Many of our (boys’) teachers were 
men like Charlie Potter, Mr. Miller and Charles Perry. We also 
had boy students that, had the term been used then, would 
have been considered Special Ed students, and surprisingly 
they were tutored by two rather tough but respected ladies, 
Mrs. Bernice Maher and Mrs. Ruth Bonney. On rare occasions 
we’d join forces with the girls. One case in particular was the 
year we performed Gilbert & Sullivan’s, The Mikado. 

I have many fond memories of Elisabeth Bennet. 

Dick Jenkins, former Barnard student
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1923 Ms. Bennet 
(front row left), 
served on the Town 
of Manchester’s 
Centennial 
Committee.

Play Room Opened.

A playroom for boys in South Manchester was opened in the 
basement of the Barnard School last night, bringing to a head a 
plan that Miss Elizabeth Bennett, a supervisor in the Ninth District, 
has had underway for several weeks, as told in “The Courant” some 
time ago. Miss Bennett has been giving a lot of attention to boys 
who attend the Ninth District Schools and has a great influence 
over them. About two years ago she opened up her own home for 
the boys to gather and play games, in this way keeping them off 
the street and away from harm. The rooms in her home were not 
large enough to carry out the work as she desired and others were 
interested in the project. As a result the play room was opened 
last night. It is equipped with games that boys can play, and the 
hours that it will be opened as at present decided upon are from 
6:45 to 9:45 each evening. Teachers in the school will take turns in 
attending the boys while they are at play.

u 1916 Playroom opened for boys to gather  
 and play games under teacher supervision.

u 1921 Miss Bennet became principal of  
 Nathan Hale School.

u 1923 Miss Bennet served on the Town’s  
 Centennial Committee

u 1927 Miss Bennet organized the first   
 school library in the basement   
 of the Barnard School with donations 
 from her own library, and by soliciting  
 volumes from her friends.  She also   
 generously donated her summer vacation  
 time to the cataloguing of this new   
 project. The library was refurbished and  
 named The Elisabeth M. Bennet Library in  
 1952.  

u 1937 Elisabeth earned a bachelor of   
 science degree at New Britain Teacher’s  
 College.
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 Other things Miss Bennet loved also made their way into her 
students’ orbit. Nathan Hale had no piano; she raised money to buy 
a Steinway grand.  She gave flowers from her garden to her teachers 
to brighten their classrooms. She loved to feed people. Barnard was 
built without a cafeteria, as students were expected to walk home 
for lunch. Miss Bennet sympathized with the children who couldn’t 
go home and had to bring a cold lunch in a sack. On chilly days, she 
would treat them to milk and hot cocoa. Another kindness: When a 
child became ill at school, she would drive him or her home.
 She was described as tall and stern-faced, striking fear into many 
students and many a new teacher. She belied her appearance with 
kindness and support. “She won and held the respect, confidence 
and affection of all her teachers,” wrote Dr. William E. Buckley (for 
whom Buckley school is named) in A New England Pattern, a history 
of Manchester published in 1973, Manchester’s Sesquicentennial year. 
She also had the unwavering regard of Mr. Verplanck and, later, of 
Arthur H. Illing, who became superintendent when Mr. Verplanck 
retired.

“I remember her from when I 
attended Highland Park School. 
She was a very nice lady. We knew 
she was coming when we saw her 
faded green 1947 Hudson.” 
- George Beauregard

For many years this bench sat outside the office of Principal Elisabeth M. 
Bennet. The bench was made in 1915 by the Heywood Wakefield Co. of 
Boston and was among the school furniture that was supplied for the 
Barnard School Building, built in 1915 as part of Education Square.

The bench is part of the Manchester Historical Society’s permanent 
collection.

Elisabeth Bennet believed that 
children needed recreational 
activities to flourish. So she was 
gratified to serve sixteen years 
on the Ninth District Recreation 
Committee. The committee 
benefited adults, too. Notably, 
it oversaw the Recreation 
Center’s creation and conduct 
of the Thanksgiving Day cross-
country run. In her last year on 
the committee, 1931-32, a local 
boy, and impressive athlete, Joe 
McCluskey, won for the second 
time. 
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u 1940 Miss Bennet earned her master’s  
 degree from Massachusetts State Teacher’s  
 College.

u  1951  Elisabeth retired at the age of 70 
 after 42 years of service. 

u  1952 The Barnard School library was   
 refurbished and renamed The Elisabeth M.  
 Bennet Library.

u September 1, 1959  Elisabeth M. Bennet 
 died at the age of 78.

u 1959  Barnard Junior High School was  
 renamed Bennet Junior High School and  
 today is known as Bennet Academy.

u September 14, 2023  Statue of 
 Elisabeth M. Bennet was dedicated on the  
 lawn of Bennet Academy and given   
 to the Town of Manchester by 
 The Sculpture Committee

A Born Leader
     Manchester and the State of Connecticut gave Miss Bennet 
many opportunities to lead. During World War I, the War Bureau 
seated her on the committee overseeing war-related school 
projects.  Students sold War Savings Stamps and formed a Junior 
Red Cross and a Junior Food Army. In 1923, as the town prepared 
to mark its Centennial, Miss Bennet served on the Educational 
Committee for the celebration. The only other members were 
Manchester’s superintendents – Mr. Verplanck and Alfred F. 
Howes.
     Given her interest in recreation, Miss Bennet was the perfect 
fit to serve 16 years on the Ninth District Recreation Committee.   
The committee oversaw the creation of the Recreation Center 
and the conduct of the Thanksgiving Day cross-country run. 
In Miss Bennet’s last year on the committee, 1931-32, a former 
Barnard student, Joe McCluskey, won the road race for the second 
time. Miss Bennet also served for many years on the executive 
committee of the Manchester chapter of the American Red Cross. 
     Miss Bennet advised her teachers to keep on learning, and 
she set a grand example. In the summer of 1931, she began 
simultaneous undergraduate and graduate-level studies in 
education. Over the next nine summers, she took extension 
courses from New York University, Harvard, and Trinity, and she 
studied on campus at Hyannis State Teachers College while living 
in a summer cottage on Cape Cod. In 1937, she was awarded a 
bachelor’s degree in education from the New Britain Teachers 
College, and in August 1940 she earned a Master of Education 
from Hyannis. She was 59 years old.



     In 1945, the Manchester School Board gave Miss Bennet supervisory 
responsibilities for two more elementary schools: Highland Park and 
South. Other principals also saw their portfolios doubled. It is unclear 
what extra work this level of oversight entailed, but a big salary hike did 
not follow.
     In 1951, at the age of 70, Miss Bennet retired. She had shepherded 
the children of Manchester through the fire, the Spanish flu (schools 
closed for 10 days at its deadly height), World War I, the Jazz Age, 
the Depression, World War II, and the start of the Korean War. But 
televisions were still rare in American homes. 
     Miss Bennet had known sorrow, of course. Her father, Archibald, 
died in 1917. Her mother, Frances “Fannie,” died in 1919. For many 
years, she and her sister Sara, four years younger, lived together on 
Brookfield Street in Manchester. Sara died in 1943 of a heart attack at 
age 58. After her sister’s death, Miss Bennet moved to Benton Street. 
     In the seventh year of her retirement, Miss Bennet was diagnosed 
with breast cancer. Despite aggressive treatment, the cancer spread to a 
lung. She died at Manchester Memorial Hospital on September 1, 1959, 
at the age of 78. The pastor of the Community Baptist Church officiated 
at her service at the Watkins-West Funeral Home on East Center 
Street. She was buried in the Bennet family plot in Wooster Cemetery in Danbury. Her 
surviving sibling, Robert, died and was interred there in 1967.
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     Miss Bennet’s will included bequests to family 
members and friends who had predeceased her. 
The bulk of her estate, estimated at more than 
$100,000, was therefore to go to Manchester’s 
YWCA. But it no longer existed, and the money 
ended up with the Manchester Unit of the 
YMCA in Hartford. 
     In December 1961, the Board of Education 
voted to rename Barnard Junior High School 
to honor Miss Bennet. In reporting the news, 
the Hartford Courant described Miss Bennet 
simply as “another long-time teacher in the town 
system.”
     She might have liked that.
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In the summer of 1931, Elisabeth Bennet began 
taking graduate-level classes in education. For the 
next nine summers, she studied. Her courses were 
for undergraduate and graduate degrees. She was 
well-prepared for the leadership responsibilities 
that lay ahead. 
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Bernice (Maher) Strant mentions Miss Bennet in a 2006 interview
with Susan Barlow -- 
http://www.manchesterhistory.org/reprints/MH55_BerniceStrant.html

She says, “at Barnard, I taught eighth-grade boys. The boys and the girls 
were separated. Many people opposed separating the boys and girls. It was 
Miss Bennet’s idea, and I thought it was logical and correct. She said that 
boys and girls at that age were better separated. They were just beginning to 
realize about each other. She said, “What do the wealthy people do with their 
children? They send them to girls schools and boys schools at this age, and 
they meet up again afterwards.

“Many years later I became friends with Miss Bennet. She had a lovely cottage 
at the Cape, right down near the water. I used to go up there, summers. She 
was very good to me. She was good to everybody. You were scared to death of 
her. But then you’d find out how good she could be.”



15

Miss Bennet’s school transcripts are available to 
view at ManchesterHistory.org
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Manchester Herald, 1936
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Teacher and Bennet Middle 
School principal Marsha 
Gunther (1940-2015) 
recalled Miss Bennet as 
a supervising educator 
with high standards for 
teachers, staff, and students. 
Marsha said that, although 
Miss Bennet could be 
intimidating, she cared 
deeply for the whole school 
community. 
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Dick Jenkins’s recollections about 
Miss Bennet and Barnard School, 1949-1951

Miss Bennet was an extraordinary educator. 
During my Barnard years, Miss Bennet had firm 
control of Barnard and Nathan Hale schools, while 
still making time to assist children and families 
in need. For parents working at the mills, she 
would keep students at school until the parents’ 
shifts were over, and in an emergency, she would 
drive students home in her own car, a green 
Hudson sedan – just two examples of her caring 
and compassion for the children. Miss Bennet 
noted that prestigious private schools separated 
boys and girls, and instituted that technique at 
Barnard. She established the first school library 
at Barnard in 1927, beginning with books from 
her private collection. Another unusual program 
during Miss Bennet’s principalship was the staging 
of The Mikado, the Gilbert and Sullivan opera, in 
1950 – an ambitious project for us youngsters, 
and a wonderful memory for the entire seventh 
grade. I still remember the lyrics to the songs. Miss 
Bennet may have instituted Special Education 
teaching at Barnard for developmentally disabled 
students. I recall that some of those students were 
driving to school themselves, which suggests they 
were four years behind the normal chronological 
progression of grades. Miss Bennet devoted her 
entire working life to education. In my time she 
wasn’t teaching classes, she was a supervisor 
of several schools -- a supervisor was above a 
principal. Miss Bennet can take much of the credit 
for saving the lives of students and faculty on that 
terrible day in October 1913 when the wooden 
Ninth District school burned to ashes. I believe 
Fred Verplanck established the fire drills, but 
he was out of town on the day of the 1913 fire. 
Frequent statements appeared in the newspapers 
saying the complete complex was a potential 
tinderbox. Miss Bennet scheduled systematic 
fire drills at the campus. The staff knew to wait 
until the fire alarm was sounded, and then follow 
the specific procedure for students to exit their 
classrooms in single file, one classroom after 
another, until the campus was cleared. Anna 
Grimason, along with other students, said that on 
the day of the fire, they were unaware a fire had 
developed within the school. They followed the 
procedure as if it were just another fire drill, and 
all made it to safety, in what could have been as 
tragic an event as the 1944 Hartford Circus Fire.
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Elisabeth and her sister Sara lived at 36 Brookfield St. 
After Sara’s death, Elisabeth moved to 64 Benton St., 
Manchester.

Elisabeth and Sara remained single and lived together in 
Manchester, during the years of Elisabeth’s brilliant career as 
an educator.  Sara died in 1943.
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Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Elizabeth Bennet, Former Principal, Dies At Age 78
Special
The Hartford Courant (1923-); Sep 2, 1959; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Hartford Courant
pg. 6D
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We are grateful to
 Dick Jenkins, the Manchester Historical Society, Town Historian Susan Barlow, 

and Noreen Cullen for much of the historical content.
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Miss Elisabeth Bennet – An Appreciation

By Claudia D. Kuehl, member of The Sculpture Project Committee

For 62 years, the school campus at the southern end of Main Street in Manchester has been 
called Bennet. First came Bennet Junior High School, in 1961. In 1992, the school became 
Bennet Middle School. Now it’s Bennet Academy. 

The Bennet referenced, of course, is Miss Elisabeth Montague Bennet, who in 1913 
became principal of the precursor to Bennet and who continued to serve until 1951, when she 
retired at the age of 70.

She must have been a great and beloved principal, and Bennet serves as her monument 
in bricks. But other schools in Manchester are named after excellent educators, too. Why does 
Miss Bennet, alone among them, rate a statue in bronze?

In researching her life for the Manchester Sculpture Committee, I learned why. Her 
energy, discipline, creativity, generosity, and commitment to children and the community 
made her a larger-than-life presence among them. She championed school libraries, the arts, 
educational films, and recreational and social activities, and she performed kindnesses large 
and small. Her elevation to legendary status began early, after a horrific fire raced through the 
school – in 1913, in her second month as principal – and all survived. Did Miss Bennet really 
wear a hat ever afterwards because her hair burned off in the fire? Did she really race back into 
the inferno to save more children? I know this: Miss Bennet doesn’t need unverifiable tales of 
sacrifice and derring-do to merit her statue. Her documented actions during the fire, and her 
contributions over the rest of her rich, productive career, are plenty.

I attended Bennet Junior High School for grades 7-9. I don’t recall ever learning about 
Miss Bennet, and I never heard about the fire until my time on the committee. What I do 
remember is the school song, which we learned early and sang often at assemblies. Here are 
the first three stanzas:

She stands; strong and steadfast,
With highest aims for right
Shedding abroad her knowledge.
We hail the Blue and White!

To those who attend her
Be loyal, and do
Your best in ev’rthing you can,
With standards high and true.

Our utmost devotion
And thanks now are due,
For laughs and loves and learning,
O Bennet, to you.

Those lyrics, I now see, describe Miss Bennet as well as the school her principles built: 
Strong and steadfast. Loyal. Aiming for right. Spreading knowledge. Holding high standards. 
Understanding that for learning to take root, laughter and love must be present.

For the biographical essay about Miss Bennet, I consulted material maintained by the 
Manchester Historical Society, including essential research conducted by Susan Barlow, Dick 
Jenkins, and Noreen Palladino Cullen. I also relied on research carried out by Sculpture 
Committee members and the sculptor, Michael Keropian. I thank former Manchester Town 
Clerk Joseph Camposeo for assistance accessing the town’s annual reports from 1909 through 
1963. Any errors are mine.
     Here is the last stanza of the Bennet Junior High School song:

     God bless our Alma Mater!
     And may we always try
     To keep her light forever burning
     BENNET JUNIOR HIGH

     Miss Bennet, thank you. May your well-deserved statue ensure that your light shines far 
into the future, inspiring generations to come. God bless you.



Portrait by Carolyn Emerson
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“Miss Bennet’s association with the schools of  Manchester 
was long and outstanding. The breadth of  her vision, her 
personal interest in pupils and teachers, and her tireless 
devotion to their welfare have established her place in the 
records of  Manchester schools as a principal of  unsurpassed 
excellence. Those of  us who worked with Miss Bennet shall 
always value our association with her as colleagues and 
friends. We are deeply saddened by her passing.”  
Arthur Illing
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Gerry Gallo, Elks Lodge 1893

Mini-Golf Tournament
Fiano Family

Mar-Lea Golf and Driving Range
Frank Parseliti, Ed Firestone, 

Ed Burzawa, Tom Waldo, Ted Clifford

Special thanks to: 
Taylor Rental Party Plus of 

Manchester for the tent and chairs 
for the Ceremony
Bennet Academy

for their enthusiasm for the statue of 
Elisabeth M. Bennet

All who supported our Fundraisers
and Silent Auctions
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If we inadvertently omitted your name, we sincerely apologize. Please contact us at schultz.design@snet.net, so we may correct the error. 

Friends
Janet Wennergren Frisbie

Kristin Swain
Lynn Beaulieu

Ed Burzawa
Rhonda and Michael Dannehy

MACC Charities
Linda & George McKay
Geoffrey and Joan Naab

Walter and Nancy Scadden
Christine Martyn

Leon & Carol Zapadka
Nathan Agostinelli

Kyle E. Annulli
Thomas Avis 
Ann Lucente

Lynn & Stephen Sottile
Donna Fitzgerald

Irene Devanny
Margaret Newton

Beth Stafford
Denise Glamann

Robert Dennis & Nancy Wynn
Catherine Thrall
Catherine Wynn

Joan Bonino & Victor Neumann
Alpha Delta Kappa

Paul Ofria
Paige LeBlanc

William Johnson
Ruth MacElraevy

John Hovey
Alison and David Waxman
Joanne & Wesley Sargent

Brian and Margaret Quigley
Susan Wright
Molly Wright

Carolyn Gimbrone & Robert Bowsza
Nancy & Mark Traut

Joyce Eknaian
Candace Hall 

Fidelity Charitable

 Joan Brodeur
Dick & Rita Borden
Matthew Galligan

Roberta & Wally Irish
Joyce and Vernon Post
Lynn & Ed Firestone
Marianne D’Antonio

Edward & Gayle Yergeau
Edward & Mildred Berggren

Rita Chatelle
Deborah Flower & George Russell

Jeffrey & Rebecca Otterbein
Michael & Andrea Olesnevich

Gail Dunnrowicz
Irene Schack & Sandra Baranowski

Michael & Nancy Darby
Robert and Susan Shanbaum

Katherine Kamerer

Supporters
Theresa & Richard Moore
Richard & Kathleen Dyer

Elsie Lima
Harry North III

Elizabeth A. Bickley
Timothy F. Derby

Edwin & Gail Adams
Isabel Compasso

Gerry Gallo
Susan Stepanski & 

 Michael McComber
Michele O’Neil
Shirley Finney

Tom Waldo
Joanne Hebert

Grants Received
Town  of Manchester Arts 

& Culture Grant
Cruisin’ on Main Street Mini Grant

Mr. and Mrs. William Foulds 
Family Foundation

Rockville Community Bank 
Foundation
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The Sculpture Project is grateful to:

The Manchester Historical Society for their fiduciary support. 

Town of Manchester Board of Directors and
Steve Stephanou, General Manager, for their support of this project. 

Town of Manchester Department of Public Works for their technical 
and installation support.

Bill Ludwig, Town Troubadour, for his gift of a song about Elisabeth M. Bennet.

The Town of Manchester is now the steward of this statue, 

giving it loving care to ensure its longevity for 

future generations.



The Manchester Education 
Association honors 
Elizabeth M. Bennet 
and all teachers who have 
devoted themselves to 
educating our children! 

Thank you for all you do to 
inspire greatness!

MANCHESTER EDUCATION
ASSOCIATION 



A life led devoted to Manchester’s schools
Elisabeth Bennet, she rewrote the rules
A teacher to teachers, she loved her pupils
She brought many new ways to learn

Let’s put a library right in the school
The more books the better, a great teaching tool
Active and healthy kids learn better too
A center for recreation

In 1913, the Ninth District School
A fire broke out while the classrooms were full
Elisabeth went back into the flames
Till she was sure all nine-hundred children were safe

Miss Bennet, a true pioneer in her day
Brought in movie projectors as visual aids
A champion of using the arts as a way
To broaden our children’s minds

Nineteen sixty-one, Barnard Junior High
Was unveiled a brass plaque that proudly decried
From that day forth the school would be named
For Miss Elisabeth Bennet

Elisabeth Bennet, a proud legacy
A woman devoted to community
A century later her influence still seen
For generations in Manchester

Written and sung by Bill Ludwig, 
Manchester’s Town Troubador

Elisabeth Bennet


