The Sculpture Project
Manchester’s history is all around us – in the architecture, the paintings in Town Hall,
The Dancing Bear fountain, and the silk legacy left to us by the Cheney family. It’s in
events like the Thanksgiving Day Road Race, and memorials erected around town that
commemorate heroes. These all define our City of Village Charm.
History is also about people– those who made extraordinary contributions that
helped to shape this community. With that in mind, we are celebrating the lives and
accomplishments of three individuals by “bringing them to life” as full-size bronze
statues.
These will be permanent installations, and easily accessible, so people will be encouraged
to see them up close, learn about their accomplishments, and be inspired by their legacy.
Found in towns across the country, statues are a prominent and creative way to provide
historical, educational, and artistic interest to people of all ages. Research into other
similar projects around the United States has provided the committee with the information
needed to craft this project, gain the interest and financial support to make it happen, and
understand its potential benefits.
This is a 3-4 year undertaking and we hope this just the beginning of a project that
can continue for many years to come, honoring others whose statues will be located
throughout town.
We’re passionate about this project because the lifesize sculptures will:
• Be inspirational to residents and visitors
• Educate the public about the honorees’ place in Manchester’s history
• Reinforce Manchester as a business, cultural and tourism destination, and a 		
positive place to live, work and play.
A Legacy Project
This project is a unique opportunity to leave a legacy behind, like the Cheneys before us,
and we encourage all residents and businesses to support it.
Future generations will appreciate that we cared about history, arts, and culture – all
things that make Manchester the great community it is today.
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Samples of Sculptures in CT and Beyond
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The Initial Sculptures
With a great deal of discussion and focus on both interest and appropriate choices, the first three
honorees are:

• Joe McCluskey (1911-2002), Olympic Medalist and winner of 27 national titles (more
than any other runner in history) in various distance events, is credited with the early
success of the Manchester Road Race, winning 3 consecutive year from 1930-1932 and
again in 1947. Eighty-eight+ years after his high school graduation, he is still considered
to be Manchester’s greatest athlete.
– Location: in the parklet on the East Coast Greenway, across from Highland Park Market

• Elisabeth Bennet (1881-1959), supervisor and principal of the Ninth Distric School,
and later, principal of Barnard School where she was credited with saving the lives of
1100 students in the fire which destroyed the school. Two years after her death, Barnard
Junior High was renamed in her honor as the Elisabeth M. Bennet Middle School.
– Location: on Bennet Academy grounds

• Emily Cheney Neville (1919-1997), won the Newbery Medal for her first novel,
“It’s Like This, Cat,” and was recognized as notable author of children’s books. She
went on to publish many books, including her autobiography, “Traveler from a Small
Kingdom”, which detailed her life growing up in Manchester.
– Location: outside of the Mary Cheney Library, seated on a bench holding a book

(See in-depth bios next page)
Creative. Determined. Inspirational.
All words we can easily use to describe these three individuals who had a passion for Manchester.
Further, their locations were selected in part to emphasize the broad scope of the community and for high
visibility and accessability: The East Coast Greenway parklet, along the Road Race Route across from
Highland Park Market, is a popular walking, biking, and spectator site. Bennet Academy, a learning center
for many generations, continues to serve the educational purposes of our youngsters and its location at
the entryway to our historic downtown provides a perfect viewing opportunity for residents and visitors
alike. The Mary Cheney Library, as part of Center Memorial Park, is a core location for a wide variety of
activities in the center of our Village.
This is an ongoing project that can be expanded over many years. The next phase can pay tribute to
other Manchester icons, for example: artists, educators, inventors, medical professionals, and workers
who powered our looms, mills and farms. The possibilities are endless.
It is suggested that a contest be created to pique the interest of our residents, and members of
surrounding communities who have an interest in this art form, as we select other honorees, and build
the financial support to endow the project for years to come.
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Biographies In-Depth
Joe McCluskey (1911-2002) was born in Manchester, Connecticut, and he is considered to be Manchester’s greatest athlete.

Joe was an Olympic medalist and coached the New York Athletic Club for fourteen years. A champion runner, he graduated
from Manchester High School in 1929 and won the Manchester Road Race four times, including three consecutive years in
1930, ‘31, ‘32 and ‘47. A 1933 graduate of Fordham University, McCluskey won 27 national titles in various distance events and
was inducted into the Fordham University Hall of Fame as well as the USATF Hall of Fame in 1996. He earned the nickname
“Shufflin’ Joe” because of his unusual lock-kneed running gait.
He served as Lieutenant Commander in the United States Navy during World War II, then later married having eight
children, and was employed as a stock broker in New York City.
After a ten year period without a Road Race, following the depression and World War II, organizers decided to bring the
race back. Joe McCluskey returned to Manchester from his home in New York to run. He placed third in 1946 and in won
in 1947. At 36 years of age, he is still the oldest runner to win the Manchester Road Race. He is credited, along with Charlie
Robbins, with re-establishing the success of the Road Race.

Elisabeth Bennet (1881-1959) was born in Danbury on January 22, 1881. She attended Vassar College and graduated

from the Danbury Normal School in 1909. She earned a bachelor of science degree at New Britain Teacher’s College in 1937
and a master’s degree at Massachusetts State Teacher’s College, Hyannis, in 1940. She began her long career in Manchester as
supervisor and principal of the Ninth District School where she remained from 1909 to 1917. She became principal of Barnard
School in 1917 and added to her principal’s duties the supervision of Nathan Hale, Barnard, Highland Park and South Schools
in 1945.
In 1909 Miss Bennet came to Manchester as a teacher to train other teachers, but it was her devoted work with school
children which also endeared her to thousands of Manchester residents who were her pupils. She was credited with many
“firsts” in the Manchester public school system. She was the first to establish a school library, the first to promote a manual
training program, and she was credited with promoting the first recreational center. She was the first to use visual aids by
means of movie projectors, now in common use in schools, and she stimulated interest in art and pottery.
Miss Bennet was also credited for saving a number of students in the 1913 fire which destroyed the Ninth District School,
during which rescue she was also injured.
In 1927, Miss Bennet organized the first school library in the basement of the Barnard School by soliciting volumes
from her friends, and by donating from her own personal collection. She devoted hours of her summer vacation time to the
cataloguing of the new project. Miss Bennet retired in 1951 after completing 50 years of service to the Manchester school
system. In 1952, the library was refurbished and named The Elisabeth M. Bennet Library in 1952.
Miss Elisabeth Bennet passed away on September 1, 1959, at the age of 78, almost eight years after retiring. Mr. Arthur
Illing issued the following tribute: “Miss Bennet’s association with the schools of Manchester was long and outstanding. The
breadth of her vision, her personal interest in pupils and teachers and her tireless devotion to their welfare have established her
place in the records of Manchester schools as a principal of unsurpassed excellence. Those of us who worked with Miss Bennet
shall always value our association with her as colleagues and friends. We are deeply saddened by her passing.”
The board of education members voted unanimously on the evening of December 13, 1961 to rename Barnard Junior
High School the Elisabeth M. Bennet Middle School. A plaque was hung in the school to commemorate the renaming.

Emily Cheney Neville (1919-1997), award winning author, social activist and Manchester native, was the youngest of

seven children, began writing fiction in 1961 when the youngest of her five children entered school. In 1963 she received
the American Library Association’s Newbery Medal for her first novel, “It’s Like This, Cat,” which also won the Jane Addams
Award for significant children’s books. The following year, Mrs. Neville’s second novel, Berries Goodman,” was selected by the
American Library Association as a notable children’s book. Her autobiography, “Traveler from a Small Kingdom,” was published
in 1968 and tells of her childhood in Manchester and her career. Other novels include “Garden of Broken Glass” and “The
China Year” which told of her visit to China in 1984. After graduating from Bryn Mawr College in Pennsylvania in 1940, Mrs.
Neville became the New York Daily News’ first copy girl. The next year she became a columnist for the New York Daily Mirror
and later married the paper’s managing editor, Glenn T. Neville. Mrs. Neville obtained her law degree in 1977 and practiced
law in Keene Valley, NY until her death. In 1991, she was appointed to the Fourth Judicial District Committee on Women in
the Courts. She was involved with many civic and legal organizations, including the Samaritan Counseling Center, the Citizens
Domestic Violence and Criminal Justice Planning Corp. and Prisoners Legal Services.
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Michael Keropian
Keropian Sculpture LLC
392 Gipsy Trail Road
Carmel, New York 10512
845-228-1306
KeropianSculpture.com
Michael.keropian@verizon.net

Michael J. Keropian
Michael was born in Hartford, CT and grew up in Manchester, CT.
He enjoyed art from a young age and it was inevitable he would
pursue art after graduating high school.
He is a graduate of the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, the
oldest art school in the United States where he was honored a full
working scholarship, exceptional training and learned to sculpt in a
traditional figurative style.
His experience in sculpture encompasses all aspects of the discipline.
Michael’s work history includes a decade at the Tallix Sculpture
Foundry in Beacon, New York where he was responsible for
enlarging, restoration and mold making important monuments such
as the Korean Veteran’s Memorial in Washington D.C. Michael has
extensive knowledge of the sculptural process involved in bringing a
work of art from conception to completion.
Along with developing a unique personal style in figurative sculpture;
Michael created Keropian Sculpture LLC in 1989 that provides
sculptural services to a variety of clientele. He specializes in dynamic
custom sculpture; figure and animal compositions, portraiture and
relief sculpture, architectural, memorials, fountains and historical sculpture. Other
services provided are design, instruction and consultation, sculpture restoration and
casting services.
As a Fellow of the National Sculpture Society in New York City, Michael stands
among the leading figurative sculptors in the USA. He regularly attends the
society’s meetings in New York City and has had his work published in Sculpture
Review Magazine that has been called the foremost figurative sculpture magazine
in the world. His work is reproduced in more than a dozen publications. Mike’s
achievements in the field of figurative sculpture have earned him numerous awards.
One of Michael’s most public and his largest commission was creating nine heroicsized tiger sculptures to adorn the new stadium of the Detroit Tiger’s Baseball
Team, Comerica Park. The mix of these grand sculptures with an iconic American
pastime is brilliant. He has an impressive portfolio, which includes portraits of
famous musicians and celebrities, Native Americans, martial arts masters, a college
president and the former Mayor of Brewster, New York. Keropian’s work is also in
numerous private collections around the world.
Throughout the years Michael Keropian has been commissioned to create a variety of sculptures for
both public and private clients, among the public projects.
Detroit Tigers, Comerica Park / 1999- 2000. Nine tiger sculptures averaging 30 feet long and 12 foot tall,
sitting or standing on the stadium.
Mayor of Brewster, John Cesar / 2001. Portrait and Memorial Bronze Plaque located in the Village of
Brewster NY.
President of Rochester Institute of Technology, Dr. Albert Simone / 2008. Life-size bronze figure located
at Park Point on RIT Campus.
Edith G. Read Memorial Plaque / 2010, Life-size Bronze Plaque in Rye, NY
Luigi Del Bianco “ Chief Carver of Mt. Rushmore Bronze Plaque/ 2014, Port Chester, NY.

Bob Steele “WTIC Radio” Memorial Bronze Plaque 2015, Installed on the Traveler’s Building in Hartford, CT.
Aaron Vayes Memorial / 2015, Monroe, New York.
Mayor John Cesar Memorial Plaque and Bust / 2001, Brewster, New York.
Currently working on:
John Cooper Fitch “race car driver and inventor” Life-size bronze figure, for Lime Rock Raceway in Lakeville, CT.
Wendell Scherer Memorial Plaque
General Thomas Meagher over-life sized bust.
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Funding Support

• The projected cost for the sculptures is  approx. $75,000 per statue, including shipping, site prep and bases.
• Funding will primarily come from grants, supplemented with local fundraising events and
contributions from businesses and individuals.
• The sculptures will be gifted to the Town of Manchester upon installation.
• Sculpture projects like this have been successfu l in towns across the country and the investment
made now will create a legacy for future generations.

Requested Support from the Town of Manchester
• Location donation for each sculpture on Town property
• Logistical support in settling each sculpture incl uding preparation of grounds/site
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Committee members:
Lynn Sottile
Owner of Schultz Design
Manchester native
schultz.design@snet.net
Tana Parseliti
Downtown Manager, Downtown Manchester Special Services District
Manchester resident
tparseliti@manchesterct.gov
Eileen Sweeney
Executive Director, Manchester Historical Society, Inc.
Manchester native/resident
executivedirector@manchesterhistory.org
Susan Barlow
Assistant Town Historian and volunteer
Manchester Historical Society
Manchester native
sbarlow627@aol.com
Joyce Hodgson
Program Director, Imagine Main Street
Manchester resident
jfhodgson1954@gmail.com
Michele O’Neil
Chairperson, Manchester Arts Commission
moneil2609@gmail.com
Catherine E. Wynn
Manchester Resident
chat_cat@cox.net
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Sponsorship Commitment/Invoice
All sponsors will will receive recognition in the commemorative
dedication program, distributed at the unveiling ceremony.

Legacy Sponsor

$30,000+

Inspiration Sponsor

$10,000+

As our highest level sponsor, you will be recognized as
the Legacy Sponsor on the bronze plaque at the statue,
acknowledged in press releases and marketing materials,
and on a sponsor plaque at Town Hall.
Your name will appear on the bronze plaque at the statue,
acknowledged in press releases and marketing materials, and
on a sponsor plaque at Town Hall.

Heritage Sponsor

$5,000-9,999

Silk Sponsor

$2,500-4,999

Community Spirit Sponsor

$1,000-2,499

You will be acknowledged in press releases, and marketing
materials, and on a sponsor plaque at Town Hall.
Your name will be on marketing materials and on
a sponsor plaque at Town Hall.
Your name will be on marketing materials

Friend

$50-999

Other

$_________

n Please check if you wish to remain anonymous. Thank You.

Name(s) to appear in print_ ________________________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip_ __________________________________________________________________________
Phone/Cell#_____________________________ Email_ _________________________________________

Please make check payable to: MHS-The Sculpture Project
Mail to our fiduciary partner: The Manchester Historical Society
175 Pine Street, Manchester, CT 06040
(860) 647-9983 ~ www.manchesterhistory.org
MHS is a 501(c)3 Nonprofit Organization FIN 23-7002464
Donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
The Sculpture Project Committee:

Lynn Sottile

Tana Parseliti

Eileen Sweeney

Susan Barlow

Joyce Hodgson

Michele O’Neil

