
Summary of Manchester Genealogical Society Meeting 

7-08-2014 
 

Meeting Topic: Genealogical Research at the French Canadian 

Genealogical Society Library in Tolland, Presented by Ivan Robinson 
 

General announcements: 

Plans for future meetings through September of this year include a summary of research 

resources at: 

• Mary Cheney Library in August  

• Manchester Museum with Dave Smith in September 

 

The following is Ivan Robinson’s presentation on the French Canadian Genealogical 

Society’s library resources.  
 

Before going into detail on resources available strictly for French Canadian research, 

Ivan gave a brief overview of all the library’s resources.  These include  

• vital statistics and funeral home records from many New England and New York 

State towns,  

• family histories that have been compiled by local genealogists,  

• records on general New England genealogical resources that were donated to the 

society, and 

• three books on how to determine whether we have Native American ancestry. 

 

For detailed French Canadian research the library has the famous Drouin Collection, the 

Tanguay Dictionary, the Jette Dictionary, the PRDH database and Quebec parish 

repertoires.  

• The Drouin Collection is the work of Joseph Drouin, founder of the Drouin 

Genealogical Institute; this collection captures over 25 million French-Canadian 

and English historical records from 1621-1967. The collection includes baptism, 

marriage and burial records and also a compilation of church records from 

Ontario, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and various New England states. It 

contains records from multiple religious denominations and cultural backgrounds, 

including British, Irish, Italian and Polish descent. 

• Cyprien Tanguay’s Dictionnaire généalogique des familles canadiennes contains 

lists of couples, their children and their children’s spouses by Catholic parish 

from the founding of Quebec up to about 1790. 

• In 1983 Rene Jette published the Dictionnaire généalogique des familles du 

Québec des origines à 1730. It lists Quebec marriages, births and deaths up to 

1730 using parish records, census records, notarial records, and others. 

• The PRDH (Research Program in Historical Demography) database provides, for 

each individual in Quebec, the date and place of birth, marriage(s), and death, as 

well as family ties with other individuals. It covers the seventeenth and eighteenth 

centuries, and thus contains the personal history of the Quebec ancestors of all 

French- Canadians.  



• Quebec parish repertoires contain transcribed records of baptisms, marriages and 

burials within each former county of Quebec categorized by Catholic parish. 

 

Additionally, the library contains some genealogical resources for New Brunswick, Nova 

Scotia and Acadia. Quarterlies from other genealogical organizations are available. 

 

Ivan discussed the significance of “dit” names in French Canada and how they might 

influence family history research.  He also discussed the Soldats Carignans and the Filles 

du Roi.  The former were sent by King Louis XIV to defend French settlers from Native 

American assaults.  The latter were sent explicitly to become wives of the soldiers. 

 

For information on hours of operation, dues, and directions please see www.fcgsc.org 
 


