
Summary of Manchester Genealogical Society Meeting 

8-12-2014 
 

Meeting Topic: Genealogical Research Tools Available at the Manchester Public 

Library, Presented by Rob Nankin 
 

General announcements: The September meeting will be held at the Manchester Museum where 

Dave Smith will provide information on genealogical resources available there. 

 

The following summarizes Rob Nankin’s presentation on Manchester Public Library’s 

genealogical resources: Rob provided each participant with a folder containing detailed resources 

available at the library. Books on how to go about genealogical research, as well as books on 

Connecticut state and town histories are available on the second floor 

• “How to”  books can be found in the aisle labeled 929 of the Dewey Decimal System 

• Connecticut state and town histories can be found in the aisle where books are labeled 974.6 

of the Dewey Decimal System  

 

In the computer resource center: 

• Memoirs of local people can be found in the file cabinet on the right, just inside the doorway.  

Photocopy options are available. 

• There are three computers immediately following the file cabinet that are entirely dedicated to 

genealogical research.  From them one can access Heritage Quest, Ancestry Library Edition, 

and American Ancestry.  The two computers on the right have no printers associated with them.  

• These three software options are available also on any computer on the library’s computer 

network, but not via Wi-Fi.  

• Heritage Quest can be accessed from anywhere at all via ICONN.ORG or via Manchester Public 

Library’s website, assuming a valid library card from any Connecticut library. 

• All issues of the Hartford Courant are available via Manchester Public Library’s website, 

beginning in the mid 1800’s. 

• The resource center houses a reference desk that is always staffed. It includes current 

newspapers, reference books and 2 microfilm machines. 

• The South Manchester News, the Manchester Herald, the Journal Inquirer and the New York 

Times can all be viewed via microfilm. 

• Genealogy reference books such as the Connecticut Nutmegger, the Barbour Collection and 

Passenger Ship Lists can be checked out. 

• Behind the counter there are other reference resources that are kept locked, except when specific 

resources are requested for viewing.  These referenced include Manchester Historical City 

Directories, High School Yearbooks, books on the Revolution and other national wars with 

specific reference to Manchester or the state of Connecticut. 

 

For one-on-one guidance on the use of these resources, please make an appointment with Rob 

Nankin by calling (860) 643-2471. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Claire Spiess 

 
 


