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Crawford Westbrook has been doing research on his family for over 44 years and has spent a great 

deal of time at the Connecticut State Library’s Genealogical Research area. 

The Barbour collection has vital records from 1600-1910. 

There are probate court records. You will need to know the probate district and they changed from 

time to time. 

There are colonial records from 1637-1880 with a complete index to V. 1 & 2. 

Biographical Information is available. There are Journals of the General Assembly from the 1700’s. 

Extensive information on people from Windsor. There are maps of division of land to individual 

grantees of Manchester. There are microfilms of Records of the States of the US which contain the 

earliest CT archives. There are the papers of Samuel Welles who was a merchant, ship owner from 

Glastonbury. There are also records of Charles Phelps who was a Justice of Peace based in 

Marlborough but his papers covered surrounding towns. 

On the 6
th

 floor in the stacks, there is an index to the Papers of the Continental Congress which has 

information regarding commissions and pensions. 

The first floor has genealogy books and books on other states than CT and various immigrant groups. 

There are town histories organized by state, county and then town. 

You may find records of automobile registrations from 1900-1920. 

The American Revolution generated much paperwork with a finding aid at Reference Desk. Soldiers 

were paid in script and stubs still remain. There is an expense accounting submitted by Captains in the 

Revolutionary War. You can find a description of each battle in great detail in a book called “American 

Revolution.” 

There is a record of all who served from CT in the French and Indian War. 

There are many records pertaining to the Civil War. There is information on every Regiment and 

Company and where they were on any given day. There are pay lists and muster rolls.  There are 

records of financial aid to families and records of burials for funeral services and cemeteries. 

There are collections of maps including the original maps of towns and later towns as they were 

added, 

There is a great collection of photographs including the Brady Collection on the Civil War. 

There is a newspaper collection from the earliest time to the present day. 

There is a collection of Coroner Records for the larger towns. 



Westbrook mentioned there is metered parking On Lafayette, Russ and Oak Streets. There is a parking 

garage on Oak St. On Saturday mornings you may park for free from 9 – 2 pm in the employee lot 

behind the library. Many records are in the process of being digitalized and can be accessed with the  

blue Connecticut state library card. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Lyons, Acting Secretary 

 

 

 

 


