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Meeting Topic: Genealogical Research in the Connecticut State Library 

 with Richard Roberts 
 

General announcements: 

 Plans for future meetings through July of this year include: 

A visit to the Connecticut State Library in Hartford on June 10  

A visit to the French Canadian Genealogical Society in Tolland on July 8 

 

The following is Richard Roberts presentation. 
 

 

History and Genealogy Unit • Connecticut State Library • 231 Capitol Ave., Hartford, CT 06106 • (860) 757-6580 • www.ctstatelibrary.org 

Genealogical Research in the Connecticut State Library 

Located on the ground floor of the Connecticut State Library, the History and Genealogy Unit's collections serve 
as a major resource in support of the State Library's mission "to preserve and make accessible the records of 
Connecticut's history and heritage." Each year thousands of researchers visit the busy unit in search of information 
about Connecticut and its diverse population. Connecticut has played a major role in the history of our nation, and 
our collection is widely known as comprehensive and approachable. Our reference staff assists a steady stream of 
genealogists (professional and amateur), historians, students, state employees, attorneys, environmental researchers, 
and citizens in search of historical information. The State Library is open to the public. We encourage visiting in 
order to use the collection most effectively. 

Hours: 

 Library     Archives/Secured Collections Area Museum 

Monday Closed Closed 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Tuesday - Friday 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. - 4:15 p.m. 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 9:00 a.m. - 1 :45 p.m. 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Sunday          Closed Closed Closed 

Parking: Metered on-street parking is available on Oak, Russ, Lafayette (one-way street from Capitol Ave.), and 
Buckingham streets. The library staff does not make change for use in parking meters, so come with a supply of 
quarters. All-day free parking on Hungerford Street, (one-way street from Capitol Ave.) one block west of, and 
parallel to, Oak Street. Early arrivals may find spaces in the Capitol Place parking garage at 21 Oak St. A parking 
lot at Buckingham and Hudson Streets offers reasonable all-day rates. On Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., 
free parking is available for patrons in the State Library/Supreme Court lot adjacent to the building. Enter from Oak 
St.; the gate will be up. 

How may we help you? 

Whether you are an experienced researcher or a beginner, resources in the H&G Reading Room can help make your 
visit easier and more effective: 

• Online and card catalogs. 

• State Archives Finding Aids, many available online at www.ctstatelibrary.org/node/8856 

• Photocopiers, microfilm readers, microfilm reader-printers, microfilm scanner, change machine, and 
vendacard dispenser. 

• Reference Librarians to help you plan your research, find what you need, and use the machines. Don't 
hesitate to ask for assistance! 



What will you find in H&G? 

An amazing variety of information about Connecticut's history and people including: 

• A ready reference section, with genealogical how-to books, dictionaries and bibliographies, lists of military 

service and pensions, and other essential references. 

• Genealogical and historical periodicals of national and regional scope. 

• Public computers with access to online digital collections and databases. 
 
Collection highlights 
Connecticut Genealogical Indexes: One of our most unique and popular resources is a corridor of slip indexes to 
genealogical information sources. Each of the indexes was a massive undertaking and has its own story. The plan of 
each is simple to use and is a valuable resource even in this technological age. All items are listed alphabetically by 
the person's name and are arranged in a statewide alphabet. Most of the indexes have corresponding bound 
volumes that arrange the same information by town, church, etc. The indexes include: 

• Barbour Collection of Connecticut Vital Records (1600s to ca. 1850) 

• Bible and Family Records Index 

• Connecticut Census Index, 1790 to 1850 (excluding New London County, 1790) 

• Hale Collection of Connecticut Newspaper Marriage and Death Notices (1755 to ca. 1865) 

• Hale Collection of Connecticut Cemetery Inscriptions (1600s to ca. 1934) 

• Connecticut Church Records Index (1600s to late-1800s; covers only 25% of CSL church records 
holdings; mostly Congregational) 

• Connecticut Probate Estate Papers Index (1600s to ca. 1900, depending on probate district) 

Published Histories and Genealogies: The collecting emphasis is on published materials concerned with the 
history of Connecticut, its institutions, and its people, from its earliest exploration to the present time. Key 
resources include an extensive collection of family genealogies, with particular emphasis on Connecticut and New 
England; published church histories and sermons; US and Canadian national, county, and local histories; and books 
on European history, with particular emphasis on the World War I period. 

Atlases, Maps, Aerial Photographs, and Related Materials: In addition to atlases, gazetteers, and historical maps 
of Connecticut, New England, other states, and foreign countries, the State Library has a collection of New England 
topographic maps, Metropolitan District Commission town maps of the Hartford area, and a collection of location 
maps used in the Hale Headstone Collection survey. There is a geographically arranged map index as well as a map 
location list showing where each map is housed. 

The Library also holds the microfilmed copies of the Library of Congress' collections of Sanborn Fire Insurance 
Maps for Connecticut, ca. 1884-1950 and 1951-1970. Aerial photographs of the state are included in State Archives 
Record Group 89. 

City Directories: The State Library has an extensive collection of Connecticut directories from the early nineteenth 
century through about 1992 and a microfilm collection of directories from throughout the United States to about 
1860. Early directories contained lists of individuals, their addresses, and occupations. Later directories included 
additional information such as a yearly calendar, street maps, railroad schedules, and engravings of public 
buildings, local information about town offices, courts, public schools, various societies, and business listings. 
Some directories even included marriage, birth, and death information. 

Electronic Resources: The Library subscribes to Ancestry Library Edition, HeritageQuest Online, 
AmericanAncestors.org, Fold3, and other electronic resources in support of its subject strengths. Prior to using 
electronic resources, patrons must read the State Library's Requirements for Use of Electronic Information Systems 
and obtain a card that will enable them to self-register to use the computers for a specific block of time. Computer 
printouts cost $.15 per page and must be paid for with a vendacard. Some databases are also available remotely. See 
http://www.ctstatelibrary.org/subscrindex.htm. 

Microform Collections: The State Library holds microfilms of most Connecticut town vital, land, and probate 
records from the 1600s to early 1900s; records from hundreds of Connecticut churches; many Connecticut divorce 
and coroners records; the Index to New England Naturalization Petitions; federal census population schedules for 
Connecticut, 1790-1930 and population schedules for the remainder of the New England states and New York, 
1790-1850; ships' passenger lists for Boston, New York, and miscellaneous ports to about 1850. Microfilm reader-
printers accept coins, bills, or vendacards. Printouts cost $.25 each (coins or bills) or $.20 with a vendacard. 



Newspapers: The State Library holds copies of most Connecticut newspapers in either original format or on 
microfilm. Loose-leaf binders shelved behind the History and Genealogy Information Desk, prepared by the 
Connecticut Newspaper Project, show Connecticut newspaper holdings for the State Library and other Connecticut 
libraries, and most State Library newspaper holdings are now also shown in our online catalog. Non-current 
newspapers that have not been microfilmed are retrieved following the Rules and Procedures for Researchers Using 
Archival/ Records, Original Newspapers, and Secured Collections Materials. See 
www.ctstatelibrary.org/subjectguides/rules-and-procedures-researchers-usi. 

Serials: The Library's holdings include genealogical and historical periodicals of national scope including The 
American Genealogist, and the journals of many genealogical organizations including Connecticut Ancestry, 
Connecticut History, Connecticut Nutmegger, National Genealogical Society Quarterly, The New England 
Historical and Genealogical Register, and The New York Genealogical and Biographical Record. 

Archival and Manuscript Materials: The History and Genealogy Unit serves as the reference point for the State 
Archives, which holds records from more than 70 Connecticut state government departments, commission, and 
offices, covering the period from colonial days to the present. There are also files from many non-governmental 
institutions, organizations, and churches, as well as collections of tax lists and other official papers from Connecticut 
towns. Archival and manuscript collections are accessed through a variety of finding aids. H&G librarians will 
assist in the use of these tools, and archivists will answer questions regarding unprocessed records, confidentiality, 
loans of archival records, copying of fragile items, and access to records subject to the Guidelines on Use of 
Restricted Original Archival Records. See www.ctstatelibrary.org/subjectguides/rules-and-procedures-researchers-
usi.   

Prior to requesting materials, you must read the current Rules and Procedures for Researchers Using Archival 
Records and Secured Collections Materials and then obtain an Archives Pass. Not all materials are stored on site; 
some may not be retrieved the same day. 

Selected Record Groups of interest to genealogists and historians include: 

• RG 1, Early General Records, 1629-1820. This group consists of colonial and early statehood records that, 
because of their nature or arrangement, cannot be attributed to the record groups for individual state 
agencies. They include some of the most valuable and significant archival materials. Sub-groups of note 
include the Connecticut Archives (papers of the Connecticut General Assembly to about 1820, grouped into 
broad topics); The Public Records of the Colony of Connecticut', and The Public Records of the State of 
Connecticut. Also includes Records of the Particular Court, 1638-1665 and Records of the Court of 
Assistants, 1665-1711. 

• RG 3, Records of the Judicial Department. Includes the Superior Court, the County Courts, some Courts of 
Common Pleas, Maritime Courts, Supreme Court of Errors, several district and municipal courts, and 
Justice Courts. Also includes the Records of the County Coroners. Little of this material has been indexed. 

• RG 4, Records of the Probate Courts. Probate Court record books and estate papers, including wills, bonds, 
inventories, and administrators' reports. Much of this material has been microfilmed by the Genealogical 
Society of Utah and is available for use in the H&G Reading Room or through LDS Family History 
Centers. 

• RG 5, Records of the Governors. Correspondence, memoranda, and other papers of the Governor and staff. 
Includes applications for appointive office, 1848-1881, and certifications and commitments to state 
hospitals, 1828-1948. 

• RG 10, Records of the Education Department. Includes some attendance reports and some passports and 
birth certificates of work permit applicants, 1870-1930. 

http://www.ctstatelibrary.org/subjectguides/rules-and-procedures-researchers-usi
http://www.ctstatelibrary.org/subjectguides/rules-and-procedures-researchers-usi


• RG 12, Records of the State Library. Includes Records of the War Records Department, with some 
military service records, veterans' death and burial records, and Military Service Questionnaires, 1919- 
1920. 

• RG 13, Records of the Military Department. Correspondence, returns, reports, other records pertaining to 
Connecticut Militia, Governor's Guard, and Connecticut service personnel. Most papers are dated after 
1820. 

• RG 17, Records of the Corrections Department. Correspondence, commitment warrants, inmate records, 
discharges from the State Prison, etc., ca. 1900-1953. 

• RG 19, Records of the Welfare Department. Includes records of the Litchfield County Temporary Home 
and the New Haven County Temporary Home. 

• RG 29, Records of the Military Census, 1917-1920. 

• RG 61, Records of County Governments, ca. 1792-1960. Includes payrolls and earnings records, 
commitment warrants, lists of County Home residents, and related items. 

• RG 62, Town and Borough Governments. Includes town meeting records, tax lists, grand lists, assessment 
books, land records, accounting records, school records, vital records, election returns, lists of electors, 
indentures, roads and highway records, justice court papers, and other materials. 

• RG 70, Church Records. The State Library houses originals or copies of early records of several hundred 
Connecticut churches and ecclesiastical societies. These contain minutes; membership lists; vital records; 
financial records; correspondence; and papers of missions, conferences, committees, and clubs. About a 
quarter of the church vital records have been indexed and included in the library's Church Records Index, 
and much of the material has been microfilmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah and is available for use 
in the H&G Reading Room or through LDS Family History Centers. 

• RG 72, Vital Records. Birth, death, marriage information on Connecticut residents, mostly pre-1900. 
Reports, files from town clerks; indexes, abstracts (including the Barbour Collection); cemetery records, 
headstone inscriptions (including the Hale Collection); and abstracts of newspaper marriage and death 
notices. 

• RG 74, Genealogical Materials. Working papers, drafts, and collected reference materials pertaining to 
genealogical research, principally on Connecticut families. For the most part these materials have been 
donated to the State Library by patrons. 

• RG 123, Daughters of the American Revolution. Minutes, membership rolls, reports, historical sketches, 
applications, scrapbooks, and related materials. 

• RG 143, Colonial Dames of America, Connecticut Society. Includes "Old Houses of Connecticut", a series 
of studies conducted in the early 20th century on early Connecticut houses and other historically important 
buildings. A brief history of the project is included in the research guide to RG 143. A card index in the 
H&G Reading Room is arranged alphabetically by city or town. 

• RG 150, Society of Colonial Wars in the State of Connecticut. Includes applications for membership. 

Prepared by History and Genealogy Unit, Connecticut State Library. Revised April 2014. 



Climb your Family Tree at  

the Connecticut State Library 

 

the

Visitors to the History and Genealogy Unit (or "H & G") will discover an amazing 
variety of information about Connecticut's history and people. The Unit's resources 

include: 

• An extensive collection of local histories and family genealogies, with particular 

emphasis on Connecticut and New England 

• Our famous state-wide "slip" indexes to Connecticut vital, cemetery, church, 
probate and other records 

• Most Connecticut town vital records, land records, and probate records from the 

1600s to the early 1900s on microfilm 

Church records from hundreds of Connecticut churches  

Transcriptions of family Bible records and cemetery inscriptions 

Abstracts of newspaper notices of marriages and deaths 

Military records, both published and original, especially Civil War  

Federal census records on film and online 

Index to New England Naturalization Petitions on microfilm 

City directories, atlases and maps (including Sanborn insurance maps) 

An extensive collection of Connecticut newspapers, from 1700s to the present 

Access to the Archives, which contain historical Connecticut government 

records, aerial photos, original manuscripts and Special Collections 

• A ready reference section, with genealogical how-to volumes and heavily used 

reference books 

• Detailed research guides on many topics, including the photograph collection; 

land records; naturalization records; Revolutionary and Civil War resources; 

African American and Native American materials; and women's history 

• Internet access, including Ancestry Library Edition, Early American 

Newspapers, HeritageQuest, Access Newspaper Archive, American Ancestors, 

Fold3, and other subscription databases 

• Microfilm sets like Corbin Manuscript Collection (NEHGS), Vosburgh Collection 

(NY church record transcripts), Shaker Collection (Lib. of Congress), etc. 

We encourage visiting the History and Genealogy Unit in order to make the most 
effective use of all resources. The staff will help in-house patrons devise search 
strategies; use catalogs, indexes, and research guides to identify and locate pertinent 
library and archival resources; use the collections and electronic reference resources; and 

operate photocopiers and microform equipment. 



. . . or online (ww.cslib.org) 

 Digital Collections - http://cslib.cdmhost.com/index.php - Rapidly growing 

selection of digitized photos, documents and publications, including WPA 

Architectural Survey, Treasures of Connecticut Libraries, Matthew Grant Diary, 

Connecticut Veterans Commemorative Booklets (World War II), court cases, 

aerial photos, military service records, etc. Our Digital Collections are works in 

progress, so check back often! 

 Research guides on our website help you locate materials at the library on subjects 

such Colonial Wars, Cemetery Resources, Naturalization Records, Census 

Records, Civil War, Colonial Witchcraft Trials, or ethnic groups (African 

American, Canadian, Italian, Native American, etc.). Published materials identified 

may be available online or nearer to you.  

 Finding aids are on the website for many of the Record Groups of the 

Connecticut State Archives, including RG 3 -Judicial (court records), RG 33 -

Connecticut Works Progress Administration (WPA projects such as Architectural 

Survey and Ethnic Groups Survey), RG 61 - County Governments, RG 73 

Department of Veterans' Affairs (including Fitch's Home for Soldiers), RG 113 

Grand Army of the Republic (Union veterans of the Civil War), RG 74 -

Genealogical Collections, RG 69 - Manuscript Collections. Additional finding aids 

are gradually being added. 

 "Connecticut Archives" indexing can be downloaded as PDF files. The 
Connecticut Archives is a collection of early documents relating to the government 
of the colony (and early state) of Connecticut. The documents were organized by 
subject, indexed and microfilmed. The microfilm is available for use here and 
available via interlibrary loan through your local public library.  

 Index databases created by library staff can direct you to individuals in certain 
record collections - Wethersfield Prison Records (Warrants of Commitment 
18001903), Litchfield County and New London County Court Records (African-
American and Native American cases), World War I Military Service 
Questionnaires, Fitch's Home for Soldiers (Deceased Veterans Discharge Files, 

1882-1936), published Biographical Sketches, etc. 
 Planning your trip to the library - visit the website for collections information, 

directions, policies, equipment, catalog (CONSULS), and short articles about 
Connecticut history and records. 

 For Connecticut residents only, there are a number of paid databases available to 
you online through iCONN (HeritageQuest, portions of the Historical Hartford 
Courant). With a Connecticut State Library card you also have home access to 
Fold3, Historic Map Works, New York Times 1851-2006, Historical Hartford 
Courant, 1923-1984, Sanbom Maps for Connecticut and others. Unfortunately, 
licensing restrictions limit these to Connecticut residents but all are available for 
visitors at the library. 


