
Summary of Manchester Genealogical Society Meeting 
01-12-2016 

 
Meeting Topic: Round Table Meeting 

 
Discussion items: 

1.  Request for research help from Dave Smith, curator of the Manchester Historical Society 
Museum. Dave is planning an exhibit on the 100

th
 anniversary of the beginning of WWI. He is 

requesting that research be done on Manchester residents who participated in this war in any 
capacity. Initially, his specific request deals with a list of servicemen who are known to have died 
during the war.  He is seeking biographical information, along with some details of their 
involvement in the war and the date, place and cause of their death. Dave distributed a list 
containing about 45 names.  These were broken up into 8 groups.  To date, volunteers have 
claimed all but one group to complete research on.  This one is expected to also be claimed 
shortly. Dave would like this information as soon as possible and every effort is being made to 
make his exhibit a success. 
- Doug Wright volunteered to find obituaries on as many of the 45 or so names as he can. 
- Dick Spiess will search Fold3 for military service records on these same names. 
- Dick Spiess will keep a running publication to and from all volunteers on the status of 

information found to date on the men in their group.   
 

2. Several people presented discussion items to help in family research and publication; 
- Ancestry.com: all should reference the book on Ancestry that Susan Lyons brought; don’t 

forget to search for passport and probate information explicitly. 
- Manchester CT Family History Center on Woodside Street (860-643-4003) in Manchester is 

open on Tuesday’s and Thursday’s should anyone want to find information that is not online 
but may be on microfilm. A phone call is recommended, as the Tuesday and Thursday hours 
are limited; there are no full days. 

- Doris Phillips passed around a document she wrote and had published on an ancestor.  She 
provided hints on how to perfect and complete our own planned publications. Discussion led 
to shared information on a software product called Dragon, which translates spoken word into 
well presented documentation. 

- Godfrey Memorial Library now requires non-members to pay a $20 fee every time they wish 
to do research at the facility. 

- There was discussion on the importance of providing sources for all items in a genealogy. 
Consensus was that even if the source is “Aunt Alice”, a source should be provided for every 
item of information.  Lacking this, your work has no credence. 

- Language translators are often indispensable.  Facebook users can now access the 
Genealogy Translator through that medium. 
 

3. There was extensive discussion on which next steps should be taken by current users of Family 
Tree Maker which is being retired.  No final recommendation was agreed upon. 
 

4. Dianne Lenti distributed a listing of the responsibilities of a program coordinator for our review. As 
a result of the regretful loss of her expertise in that role the following were suggested as possible 
activities that we could pursue as a group: 
- A show and tell meeting 
- A speaker on local history 
- Ask for donations from all attendees for featured speakers, so as to be able to pay for their 

expertise 
- Participate as a group in free genealogical webinars 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 



Claire Spiess 


