
 

Summary of Manchester Genealogical Society Meeting 

01-13-2015 
 

Meeting Topic: “Naturalization,” becoming a citizen of the United States 

– Dianne Lenti   

 

General announcements: 

February meeting – “Beyond the Basics,” a presentation on detailed research at the CT 

State Library 

March meeting – Tom Howard will speak on “Overcoming Roadblocks” 

April meeting – BLM (Bureau of Land Management) presentation by Dick Spiess 

Note:  April is the month of NERGC Conference in Providence RI 

May meeting – Speaker from Photosynthesis will discuss how to store and reproduce 

photos 

 

 

Other potential activities for the group include  

 An informal meeting, outside the regular monthly meetings, to discuss personal 

genealogical issues.  Participation is on a volunteer basis only. Volunteer(s) 

requested to set up such a meeting 

 

Additional resources, besides Dianne’s presentation displayed below, include: 

 American Naturalization Records 1790-1990 What They Are and How to Use Them by 

John J. Newman, published by Heritage Quest, Bountiful, Utah 

 They Became Americans Finding Naturalization Records and Ethnic Origins by Loretto 

Dennis Szucs, published 1998 by Ancestry Incorporated 

 Guide to Naturalization Records of the United States by Christina K Schaefer, 1997 by the 

Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc. 
 

 



Dianne B. Lenti: Strategies for Finding Immigrant Ancestors 

• NATURALIZATION - 

Declaration of Intention-first paper filed 

Petition - formal application for citizenship  

Oath of Allegiance - signed and witnessed 

Naturalization Certificate - presented by the court 
Pre 1906 - Papers may only contain the date, court, applicant's name and country of birth. 
1906 - Papers provide much more information, including place of arrival, name of ship, full names 

of applicant's wife and children with dates and places of birth. . 1922 - A woman 
could no longer become a citizen by virtue of husband's naturalization. 

• PASSENGER LISTS 

1820 - U.S. required each ship to submit official passenger lists. Many have not survived. 
1880's- Began including more detail - seldom gave immigrants town of origin. 
1903-1907 - Standardized federal forms - detailed information & town of origin. 
Indexes & Passenger Manifests available at National Archives - 
Atlantic Ports; Miscellaneous -1820-1874; includes many small New England Ports. 
Boston, MA-1848-1891,1902-1906, 1906-1920 and 1899-1940 

Canadian Border Crossings- 1895-1954 [St. Albans Passenger Arrival Records} 

New York, NY- 1820-1846, 1897-1902, 1902-1943, 1944-1948. NOT 1847-1897 

Philadelphia, PA-1800-1906, 1883-1948 

Note: New Orleans. LA., Galveston, TX., Baltimore. MD not included in this list. 

• PASSPORTS - Required since WWI and during Civil War. Available other years. If naturalized, 
application will contain name of the ship, date and port of arrival, plus date and place of naturalization. 

• ALIEN REGISTRATION - Annual registration of all aliens since 1929 

• MILITARY 

Civil War -1861-1865 - See Noroton CT Veteran's Home 

Spanish American War 1898 / Philippine Insurrection 1899-1902 

>»»Federal Veteran's Homes - Togus, Maine - Bath, New York 

WWI 1917-1918 - Three Draft Registrations - 5 June 1917, 5 June 1918, 12 September 
1918. Included males born between 1873 and 1900. WWII -1941-1945 - Draft 

Registration - 27 April 1942 - males born between 28 April 
1877 and 16 February 1897 (age 45 to 65). 

• TOWN / COUNTY HISTORIES & BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD BOOKS 

• FRATERNAL & ETHNIC ORGANIZATIONS / SOCIETIES 

• SCHOOL RECORDS - Check with town, county or state repositories 

• U.S. POSTAL SERVICE RECORDS - Microfilmed; available at National Archives 

• HOMESTEAD ACTS -1862-1930's - In order to claim land, persons had to show U.S. Citizenship or 
Declaration of Intent [to become a citizen]. 

• DOCUMENT YOUR SOURCES!! 



STRATEGIES FOR FINDING IMMIGRANT ANCESTORS 

Dianne Bordeaux Lenti, 41 Haystack Rd, Manchester, CT 06040-6762 

MAKE LISTS - CHRONOLOGICAL - NAMES - PLACES NAME 

VARIATIONS - Consider all possible spellings 

PERSONS TO CONSIDER 

Immigrant + Children + siblings of the immigrant 
Persons of same surname residing in the same town. 

FAMILY STORIES / MEMORABILIA 

Oral Histories -Letters - Postcards - Photographs 

DATABASES / INDEXES / PUBLISHED FAMILY HISTORIES 

Ancestry.com, FamilySearch.org 

Social Security Death Index - earliest; 1936 

Periodical Indexes - PERSI, NGS, TAG, NEHGS Register 
Published Family Genealogies / Histories / County &Biographical 

VITAL RECORDS 
Death — Copy of the immigrant's death record. 
Marriage — Immigrant's marriage record. 
Birth — birth, & birth, marriage, death records of all children + siblings. 

CENSUS RECORDS 

1850-1940 Lists every person in household 

1870- Indicates citizenship; asked if male citizen age 21 or over. 
1880- Lists county of birth 

1900- Immigration year - no. of children & years married - citizenship status - Civil War 
1910- Naturalization Status 

1920- Same as 1900 / 1910 plus year of naturalization; exclusive of civil war question 

1930 + 1940 - Specified year of immigration, naturalization 

CITY DIRECTORIES 

Track person through the years / Find others living in same household. 
Some directories list date of death or tell where a person migrated. Hartford 1883-1926 

Check front of directory for list of contents, i.e.: births, marriages, deaths 

CHURCH RECORDS 

Baptisms - marriages - burials - biographical information 

CEMETERY RECORDS 

Funeral Home - Coroner Records — Sexton's Records 

NEWSPAPERS - OBITUARIES / ARTICLES - PERSONAL COLUMNS 

PROBATE - LAND - COURT RECORDS 

VOTER REGISTRATION - Ask where older registrations are archived 

 

 



Naturalization – what is it and how is it obtained 
 

Naturalization confers the rights and privileges of citizenship upon an immigrant. 

 

What is the Naturalization process: 

1. declaration of intention 

 1790 - two years in US and one year in state 

 1795 - five years in US and one year in state 

 1798-  fourteen years in US and five years in state 

 1802 - five years in US and one year in state (last major act until 1906 with 
numerous minor revisions between 1802 and 1906) i.e.: 1804 - Widows & 
children of deceased applicant allowed to become citizens 

2. petition for naturalization 

 1790-1905 - at least three years after filing declaration of intent (two 
years, depending on law.); no official forms required; can be filed in any 
court even in different state than intent; oath of allegiance required; 
citizenship granted, wife and children  considered a citizen - granting a 
right to vote 

 U.S. Federal Census of 1820 and 1820 provided the number of persons 
not naturalized 

 U.S. Federal Census of 1870 listed male citizens 21 years or overU.S. 
Federal Census of 1880 identified foreign born and foreign born parents 

3.   oath of allegiance 

4.  certificate of naturalization 

 pre – 1906 naturalizatons require name – age, native countrynative 
country, date, court, some offer more information, depending the state 
and the court 

 post 1906 standardized forms provide certificate of arrival (after 1929, 
affixed to declaration of intent),  declaration of intent, oath of 
allegiance, petition (application) for naturalization. Not always available 
during early years of the 1906 law. 

 post 1906 Naturalizations provide name - age - occupation, personal 
description, date and place of birth, present and last foreign addresses, 
ports of embarkation and entry, name of vessel, date of arrival in US, 
spouse and children's full names including dates and places of birth, 
current residence  

 military service – citizenship obtained in 1862 w/o filing declaration of 
intent by proving one year residency 

 1872 serve three years merchant vessel 

 1894 serve five years navy or had enlisted in marines 

 1918 served any US military. Needed to file w/o cert of intent, certificate 
of arrival or five year residency. Naturalized at military bases and nearby 
courts. 

 territorial naturalizations - all persons naturalized by acquisition: 1803 
Louisiana; 1819 Florida, Mississippi, Alabama; 1867 Alaska; 1900 Hawaii; 
1917 Puerto Rico; 1927 Virgin Islands 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Benefits of Naturalization  

1. children – 1790 - 1922, children under the age of twenty-one (21) years 
automatically become citizens by naturalization of the parent. 

2. 1824 – a minor could file petition of citizenship if resident of US three years 
prior & two years after turning 21 years old. (five years total residency)records 
of children’s names were not included in the declaration and/or petition of their 
father’s naturalization prior to 1906 (and later…) 

3. in order to register to vote - children often had to prove their parent’s 
citizenship or apply for citizenship themselves. 

4. until 1922, women became naturalized upon citizenship of their husband - no 
separate filing was required. 

5. 1907 - conversely, native born women, lost their citizenship if they married an 
alien. 

6. 1918 - women were granted right to vote  
7. 1922 - repealed 1907 act - alien wives of US citizens were allowed to file for 

citizenship. Women had to be naturalized on their own. 
8. 1931 - expatriation prohibited if marriage to an alien. 
9. 1936 - citizenship resumed if marriage terminated. (husband died or divorced) 
10. 1940 - same relief provided to women whose marriage had not terminated. 
11. regardless of legal changes, women could not resume or exercise their rights as 

citizens until taking oath of allegiance before a court, legation or embassy 
secretary. 

 

Finding a naturalization - where to look: 

1. naturalization index CT 1790 - 1940; MA,ME,NH,RI,VT 1787 – 1906.  
Naturalization codes appearing on US census records for 1900, 1910, 1920, 
1930, 1940: na = naturalized, al = alien, pa = preliminary application filed, nr = 
no record 

2. military draft registrations 
3. voter registration records 
4. passport applications 

 


