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Meeting Topic: City Directory Panel   
With panel participants Richard Spiess, Dianne Lenti, Noreen Palladino Cullen, Susan 
Lyons, Susan Barlow 
  
 
Panel Participants: 

• Richard Spiess created the Powerpoint presentation that outlined and provided 
detail to the use of city directories. This was used as the general outline for 
discussion and allowed for breaks which allowed participants to expand on their 
own experience and findings. Dianne Lenti has extensive experience in the use 
of city directories and provided details on Hartford City directories in particular, 
along with a list of some Connecticut City directories that contain vital records. 
Susan Barlow described first-hand experience with data collection for city 
directories and discussed the availability of Manchester City Directories . Susan 
Lyons has city directory research experience, both as a reference librarian 
and family researcher.  She described some of her findings and their value, 
especially of the ads that represented the culture of the time.  Noreen Cullen, an 
experienced researcher came with specialized information and critical 
information.  These include the fact that directories were produced for towns and 
cities only when independent businesses were able to financially support their 
creation. Additionally only men’s names appeared in early directories.  Women 
were tracked only after the man’s death. Dick discussed the overall value of city 
directories in genealogical research, namely how knowing such vital information 
such as birth, baptism and death can be used in researching city directories to 
lead to the names of neighbors and relatives, deeds, business information, 
religion and burial (cemetery) information, as well as a person’s civic 
involvement.  He also provided specific examples he has developed as a result 
of his family history research. 
 
Here is a summary of the presentation: 
• A city directory is like a mini census but not as complete or reliable, but they 

are issued more often. Whereas census ends for us at 1940, directories could 
be much more current. More City Directories are becoming available to 
researchers, especially online 

• The Person Directory 
• Alphabetical list of names. Similar to a phone book. May not be complete 

like a census. Basis unknown and variable. 
• Name listing with address, occupation. Also can have names of other 

Adults living at this location. 
• Possible notes on person – removed 
• Deaths, marriages of previous year 
• Periodicity 2 years or annually  



• The Street Directory contains an alphabetical list of streets and all people at a 
single address 

• There is a section on Public Office that contains a list of office holders, 
legislators, militia, ward boundaries, city government, cemeteries, churches 
and ministers, societies and institutions 

• A section on additions, changes, and removals lists alterations in the directory 
based on moving, death, etc. 

• A section on business listings and ads 
• Maps of the city/town 
• A list of all abbreviations used in the directory and their interpretation 

 
Finally there was a discussion on the value of using Elizabeth Shown Mill evidence 
standards to prove research. Always document findings! 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Claire Spiess 


