
Summary of Manchester Genealogical Society Meeting 
04-12-2016 

 
Meeting Topic:  From Confirmation to Mission: Connecticut Catholic Records 
– Bryna O’Sullivan 
 
General announcements: 
May meeting – Eastern Europe and Jewish Records 
Final decision was made to not have any meetings in July, August, and December. 

. 
Where are Catholic Church sacramental records stored 

 In the US and in Europe individual dioceses determine where these records are 
kept 

 In Quebec copies of these records were given to the province from where they 
have been made generally available. Ancestry provides all Quebec parish records 
on-line. Familysearch.org provides a limited number. 

 In Ireland these records are kept at individual parishes, but copies have been 
made available to the National Library of Ireland on microfilm.  It is unusual that 
Irish parishes make their records available on line. 

 
Where are Catholic Church sacramental records in Connecticut stored 

 Hartford – website archdioceseofhartford.org.  This is the only Connecticut 
diocese to make all such records available via microfilm in a diocesan archival 
area. Records are made available only if they are at least 75 years old. Originals 
are kept with the parish the record is associated with. 

 Bridgeport – website bridgeportdiocese.org. This diocese’s policy requires that 
records be kept at parish level only. Records are made available at the discretion 
of the parish only if they are at least 75 years old. 

 The Norwich diocese was split off from the diocese of Hartford in 1953.  
Sacramental records created from that point on are kept at the parish level. These 
are made available only if they are at least 75 years old, at the discretion of that 
local parish. The diocesan archivist is Fr. Gregoire Fluent currently of St Mary’s 
parish Stonington.  The bishop’s policy is that no one needs to see sacramental 
records and therefore these records are closed. 

 Mission parishes are serviced and maintained by the parent church.  As a result 
the parent church maintains all the mission parish’s records. 

 A yoked church’s, i.e., a closed church, go either to the diocese or to an office 
shared with another parish.  

 
Comments on Catholic Church philosophy in regard to sacramental records 

 The Italian group that manages NYC genealogy records for publication is 
currently indexing the diocese of Bridgeport records but has been denied the right 
to make them public. 

 The Catholic Church has denied LDS any publication rights to its records, as 
joining LDS requires a re-baptizing of ancestors into the Church of Latter Day 
Saints. 

 
Catholic church records prior to the Second Vatican Council in 1964 were all written in 
Latin. You may find them in English at the Hartford Archdiocese.  Currently they may be in 
either English or Latin.  Records of interest to genealogists include Baptismal, Marriage, 
and Burial records, as well as those of First Communion and Confirmation. 
 
In order to obtain records from a parish one should be polite in the request, whether in 
person, by phone or via letter, and offer a stipend in support of the parish. 
 
In order to find the name of a parish see the Catholic Directory at 
www.thecatholicdirectory.com. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Claire Spiess 

http://www.thecatholicdirectory.com/

