
 
 
 
 

Summary of Manchester Genealogical Society Meeting 
09-13-2016 

 
 
Meeting Topic: Round Table Discussion on Future Meetings 
 
 
Dick Spiess had ideas for both future meetings and activities members of the society could 
formally participate in. The meeting began with his comments on writing memoirs and 
formal genealogical research documents.  His input as well as other members’ input is 
included in the bullets below. Please note that the input that everyone gave in writing as to 
their particular reasons for joining our group are included in item 7 below.  These 
preferences will guide the program committee in scheduling meeting programs for 2017. 
 
1. We need volunteers to head-up each meeting on a pre-determined topic. 
2. Many members of the society are or have family from Manchester.  Each could write 

anecdotes of their own or family members’ experiences in Manchester.  Additionally, 
they could do research on historical Manchester residents or activities and provide 
their documented findings to Dave Smith for use in the museum archives..  Dave 
asked if members would be able to correct errors in some genealogical information 
that he already has. 

3. Ask members to write about their family at a particular point in time in Manchester.  
This would provide a historical snapshot of the town at a unique historical period. 

4. Genealogical studies must follow Board for Certification of Genealogists (BCG) 
standards, be completely sourced, and meet the Genealogical Proof Standard (GPS). 

5. There are many publication opportunities for genealogical projects, e.g.: the 
Manchester Historical Society, the New England Historic Genealogical Society, the 
Connecticut Genealogical Society, the National Genealogical Society, the French 
Canadian Genealogical Society of Connecticut (FCGSC). 

6. Doug Wright suggested that we might draw from the Historical Society’s Facebook 
page to compile a historical document of Manchester activities. 

7. Others began to discuss their personal objectives in joining the genealogical group. 
These include: 
a. Creating a mission statement. 
b. Improving one’s general historical knowledge. Getting tips on sources of historical 

information. 
c. Looking for improvement in genealogical research methods, whether from others 

in the group, from speakers, from field trips, from webinars and other on-line 
presentations followed by discussion. 

d. Enjoying research, as genealogy is a never ending topic. 
e. Learning how to do nation specific genealogical research: Ireland, Germany, etc. 
f. Obtaining guidance in researching, organizing and documenting findings both 

manually and via computer software. 
g. Seeking problem specific solutions: how to find illusive people; where to search if 

there are no vital records; evaluating sources to meet the GPS; how to find the 
history of buildings including when they were built, the history of the owners and 
the users of the building. 

h. What software is available to help organize and document findings.  These might 
include Family Tree Maker, Rootsmagic, Legacy, Evernote and other mobile 
device apps that automatically document date, time, place and more. Demos of 
such products might help people greatly. 

i. Genealogical Proof standard for writing interesting papers. 

j. Research papers guidelines 
k. Memoir writing 



8. There was a discussion on the non-dependability of Find-A-Grave as there is no 
guarantee that the person who input the information, other than the tombstone image, 
entered the correct information.  It is best to research the information yourself and 
correct it if it is in error. 

9. One suggestion is to hold round table discussions, possibly more than one at a time, 
where people attend the session that is of most interest to them. 

10. In order to find a list of Connecticut Professional Genealogists use www.apgen.org, 
click on “search by location” and then enter the state of CT. Additionally, 
www.ctprofgen.org (CPGC) , Connecticut Professional Genealogists Council, can be 
used as a resource. 

11. It was determined that the October meeting will address Roadblocks.  Dianne Lenti 
will moderate the meeting.  The November meeting will discuss How to Organize a 
Genealogy – research and pictures.  A volunteer moderator is requested. 

12. The following members of the program committee will meet at Sue Lyons home (she 
will provide the address) at 1:00PM on Tuesday, October 18 to come up with meeting 
plans for January through June of 2017: Susan Lyons, Barbara Siegel, Mary Long, 
Dianne Lenti, Claire Spiess, Dick Spiess, Ralph Welling, and Doug Wright. 

 
 
 
The following is a list of events that might be of interest to some members.  
 
Connecticut Society of Genealogists 

Upcoming Events Date 

Want to Join the DAR? SAR? 

Mayflower Society? Early Jamestown 

Settlers? etc. » 

Sep 17, 2016 

A Day with Dick Eastman ~ 

Connecticut Society of Genealogists, 

Inc. Annual Family History Seminar » 

Oct 15, 2016 

Cemeteries - A Microcosm of a 

Community...and, an Interesting Read 

with Tombstones-Endangered and 

How to Salvage » 

Nov 19, 2016 

Manchester Family History Day » Dec 03, 2016 

Getting the Most Out of Attending 

Genealogical Conferences » 
Feb 18, 2017 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
Claire Spiess 
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