
Summary of Manchester Genealogical Society Meeting  

3-11-2014 
 

Meeting Topic: Member Round Table Discussion 
 

The meeting included general announcements and discussions as follows: 

 Volunteers are needed for two unfilled positions within the society.  They include the 

position of Chairperson and that of Secretary, although the position of secretary is 

partially filled. 

 Plans for future meetings through August of this year include: 

“Genograms for Genealogists” with Edwin Strickland on April 8,  

“Genealogy Resources at CT State Library” with Dick Roberts on May 13   

A visit to the Connecticut State Library in Hartford on June 10  

A tour of the French Canadian Genealogy Society library in Tolland on July 8  

A trip to the Mary Cheney Library on August 12  

 Request for input from members on what they expect the society to offer 

 

Other general topics that were discussed: 

 Impact of Connecticut Public Health Committee’s  proposed bill SB00414 on 

genealogical research.  There is concern that his bill will inhibit genealogical research 

because of time and/or scheduling constraints on registrars of vital statistics. The text 

of this bill is included at the end of this document 

 availability of webinars that may be educational for members of this society, whether 

at minimal cost or for free. Family Tree, the magazine, offers webinars for $49.95, 

while Ancestry.com and other sources offer free webinars.  

 resources to help research road blocks/brick walls were identified including a website 

of newspaper articles (www.elephind.com), Connecticut State Library resources and 

city directories 

 proposal to develop a list of members with in depth expertise on specific topics.  The 

identified members might offer their services to help other members who meet road 

blocks in their research. Specific topics might include the Civil War, photo 

restoration, publishing genealogies, how to include memoirs in genealogies, how to 

substantiate and expand facts with historical detail, and more 

 discussion of books and magazines available to further members’ knowledge and 

research capabilities.     

 discussion on possible creation of a genealogical library whether physical or on-line, 

along with mechanics of where and how the content might be made available for use 
 



Offered Solutions to some individuals’ current stumbling blocks 

 finding vital records for unconventional marriages – vital record sources differ by 

state – research the involved state’s sources 

 the Catholic Hartford archdiocese, the Episcopal archdiocese (currently moving),  

and various local churches make their vital records readily available 

 coroners’ reports for accidental deaths can be found at the Connecticut State 

Library 
 WWI required 3 registrations; 1 in 1917 and 2 in 1918. WWI Draft registrations 

were on 5 June, 1917 (men between ages 21 to 31), 5 June 1918 (men over 21 
years of age since 5 June 1917), and 12 September 1918 (men ages 18 to 21 and 
31 to 45.) 

 

 

 



SB00414 

AN ACT CONCERNING THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING GENEALOGISTS' ACCESS TO VITAL RECORDS. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Assembly convened: 

Section 1. Subsection (a) of section 7-51a of the general statutes is repealed and the following is 
substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2014): 

(a) Any person eighteen years of age or older may purchase certified copies of marriage and 
death records, and certified copies of records of births or fetal deaths [which] that are at least 
one hundred years old, in the custody of any registrar of vital statistics. The department may 
issue uncertified copies of death certificates for deaths occurring less than one hundred years 
ago, and uncertified copies of birth, marriage, death and fetal death certificates for births, 
marriages, deaths and fetal deaths that occurred at least one hundred years ago, to researchers 
approved by the department pursuant to section 19a-25, and to state and federal agencies 
approved by the department. [During all normal business hours, members] Members of 
genealogical societies incorporated or authorized by the Secretary of the State to do business or 
conduct affairs in this state shall, for the purpose of conducting genealogical research (1) have 
full access to all vital records in the custody of any registrar of vital statistics, including 
certificates, ledgers, record books, card files, indexes and database printouts, except for those 
records containing Social Security numbers protected pursuant to 42 USC 405 (c)(2)(C), and 
confidential files on adoptions, gender change, gestational agreements and paternity, (2) be 
permitted to make notes from such records, (3) be permitted to purchase certified copies of 
such records, and (4) be permitted to incorporate statistics derived from such records in the 
publications of such genealogical societies. A registrar of vital statistics may grant a 
genealogist immediate access to such records or may require a genealogist to schedule an 
appointment to access such records, at the registrar's discretion. A registrar requiring an 
appointment for access to such records shall schedule such appointment as soon as reasonably 
practicable. For all vital records containing Social Security numbers that are protected from 
disclosure pursuant to federal law, the Social Security numbers contained on such records 
shall be redacted from any certified copy of such records issued to a genealogist by a registrar 
of vital statistics. 

   

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following sections: 

Section 1 October 1, 2014 7-51a(a) 

Statement of Purpose: To implement the Department of Public Health's recommendations 

concerning access to vital records by genealogists. 


