
Summary of Manchester Genealogical Society Meeting  

4-8-2014 
 

Meeting Topic: Genograms for Genealogist with Edwin Strickland 
 

The meeting included general announcements and discussions as follows: 

 A sign us sheet is available for those willing and able to support others in their 

genealogical research. 

 Plans for future meetings through June of this year include: 

 “Genealogy Resources at CT State Library” with Dick Roberts on May 13   

A visit to the Connecticut State Library in Hartford on June 10  

 Last month’s request for input from members on what they expect the society to offer 

yielded only one response 

 There was a general discussion on copyright laws and how they affect genealogists 

work and publications.  Conclusions included: 

 Anything published prior to 1923 is in the public domain 

 Usage of pictures owned by libraries, museums, etc., require their permission 

 Any picture in the Library of Congress is in the public domain 

 This topic could benefit by obtaining an expert speaker for one of our group 

meetings 

 

The following is Edwin Strickland’s presentation on Genograms for Genealogists  
 

 

GENOGRAMS FOR GENEALOGISTS 
Manchester Genealogy Group 

     8 April 2014 
Edwin W. Strickland II 
ewsgen@earthlink.net 

Genograms (a.k.a McGoldrick-Gerson Studies or Lapidus Schematics) were 
developed by Monica McGoldrick and Randy Gerson and presented in 1985 in their 
Genograms: Assessment in Interventions as visual displays of a person's "family" 
relationships and medical history. They allow the user to visualize hereditary patterns 
and psychological factors which punctuate relationships and can be used to identify 
repetitive patterns of behavior and to recognize hereditary tendencies. 

Genealogists have long used family group sheets and pedigree charts to 
visualize their subject families. By applying the concepts employed in the 
construction of a genogram we can map out relationships, traits and other 
patterns which might be missed on a pedigree chart. By analyzing some of 
the many family patterns, one can predict the when, where and perhaps why 
to guide further research. 

 
The Genologue. 26 April 2006 

Standardized symbols for family and emotional relationship and medical history for the 
formal construction of a genogram can be found on Wikipedia. For our discussion, we 

 



will informally apply the concept of a genogram to trace the effects and influences of 
the family, untangle complex documents, unite and/or separate families.  

*   Effects and Influences: 
> Naming patterns. (New England Families) 

• First son often named for father. 
• First daughter often named for mother. 
• Other children often named for the aunts and uncles. 
• Repetition of maiden names as middle names. 
• Watch out for the George Washington's and Benjamin Franklin's 

> Physical attributes. 
• Hair and eye color. 
• Complexion. 
• Height and build. 

> Residence 
• Families frequently lived in same town (often on adjoining property). 
• Most relocations were for advancement opportunities (land, employment) or 
health. 
• Usually settled in groups (family, church, home town). 
• Immigrant families settled in their own ethnic communities. 
• Retirees usually relocate where children, friends or neighbors have settled. 
• Return to "home "for burial. 

> Education 
• Prior to World War II higher education was a privilege - children 

usually had a similar level of education as their parents. If your father went 
to college - you went to the same school. The best education usually went to 
the oldest son. 

• The  Servicemen's  Readjustment Act of 1944  (G.I.  Bill  of Rights)  made 
Higher Education available for most men for the first time. 

>   Occupation 
•    Prior to the G.I. Bill: 

a.   Most sons held the same or related occupation as their fathers. 
b.   Most women married men with the same or related occupation 

as their fathers. 
> Religion 

• Most people follow the same or related religion as their parents. 
• Religious affiliation common among ethnic groups. 
• Ethnic group may indicate particular parish within Roman Catholic and 

Eastern Orthodox Churches. 
> Civic/political involvement. 

• The Political Dynasty. 
> Behavior Patterns. 

• Addictions 
• Child Abuse 
• Spousal Abuse 
• Food Preferences - Comfort Foods 
• Holiday Observances 
• Buying Patterns 

> Medical History 
• 3000 diseases have been shown to have genetic links. 
• Certain genetic diseases are closely related to ethnic background. 
• Addictive behavior, 

> Clarify complex documents (obituaries, trusts, estates, etc.) 



*   Summary. 
> Family group sheets, pedigree charts and descendant charts give a skeleton only. 
> We often look for patterns in the families we are researching. 
> These patterns can be used to unite or separate families. 
> Genograms allow us to layer these patterns over the skeleton produced by the 

pedigree and descendant charts. 
>   Genograms allow us to look at a community. 

' 

For further information: 
http://en. wiki pedia.org/wiki/Genogram 
http ://www genopro. com/genogram 
http://cindislist.com provides links to several articles on genograms (especially in the field of 
medical history and software). 
http://www.kumc.edu/gec/support Genetic and Rare Conditions Site 
 


