
Summary of Manchester Genealogical Society Meeting 
11-11-2014 

 
Meeting Topic: Civil War and veterans Records – Dianne Lenti and Ron 
Schack 

 
General announcements: 
December – no meeting 
January meeting – Naturalization Records 
February meeting – planning in progress 
March meeting – Tom Howard will speak on “Overcoming Roadblocks” 
April meeting - planning in progress 
May meeting – Photosynthesis will discuss how to store and reproduce photos 
 
Of the seven potential future programming ideas discussed last month, only the following 
have not been presented or are not currently being planned. 

 How to publish one’s work 

 Out of area research resources 

 Use of Google Maps in research 
 
Other potential activities for the group include  

 An informal meeting, outside the regular monthly meetings, to discuss personal 
genealogical issues.  Participation is on a volunteer basis only. 

 Dennis Gleason, MHS president is seeking representation of the Manchester 
Genealogical Society on November 22 from 10:00 to 1:00 at the Manchester 
History Day/Road Show. Kris Miller will gather volunteer names and follow up. 

 Partner with Joe Camposeo’s staff by helping to search files in support of people’s 
genealogical research. Kris Miller will coordinate this function also.  

 Setup trips to sites that provide rich genealogical sources such as Springfield, 
Pittsfield and Waltham. 

 Plan a presentation on the Bureau of Land Management, BLM 
 
In preparation for this meeting the following documents were created by Dianne Lenti and 
Ron Schack. They were the primary source of discussion.  I’ve added meeting notes in 
italics to the document.  
 
 
==================================================================
================================================================== 
 

VETERAN'S RECORDS LIST - for Discussion on November 11,2014 

Prepared by Dianne Bordeaux Lenti and presented as research assistance to 

members of the Genealogy Group of the Manchester Historical Society.  

Discussion ensued due to the fact that a fire engulfed 1940 to 1963 military records 

stored in St Louis. Some records from that fire are retrievable.   



 Dena Oneille is available every second Friday of the month between 11:00 and 

12:00 to work with you and the VA to retrieve records you are searching for. 

Contact phone number is 860-647-3270. 

 Some burned records can be reconstructed from servicemen’s health records.  

See the iconn web site. 

Researching military records is not always a simple matter. It helps to know: Branch of 

Service, Conflict, Dates of service, Regular Army or Volunteer Unit, Officer or Enlisted. 

Ask yourself: "Was there a pension application?" 

www.archives.gov/research/militarv/genealogy.html 

Websites - Check www.cyndislist.com for a complete list of websites pertaining to your 

subject of interest.. To locate library resources, go to www.worldcat.org 

www.archives.gov: National Archives and Records Administration is a treasure-trove of 

information. Not only comprehensive, but a reliable source of Federal military service 

records from the Revolutionary War to 1912 in the National Archives Building in 

Washington, D.C. Military records from WWI to present are held in the National Military 

Personnel Records Center (NPRC), in St. Louis, Missouri. If you are a next-of-kin of a 

deceased veteran, you may now use vetrecs.archives. gov to order a copy of the military 

records. The National Archive does not hold state militia records. For these, contact the 

appropriate State Archives. 

Prologue, Fall 2002, Vol. 34, No. 3 issue. (Prologue is a NARA publication.) "An 

Overview of Records at the National Archives Relating to Military Service" By Trevor 

K. Plante, an archivist in the Old Military and Civil Records unit. National Archives and 

Records Administration. He specialized in military records prior to World War II: 

http://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/genealogy-notes.html 

Regular Army Enlistment Papers - 1798-1894 The place to start researching enlisted 
men is the Regular Army Enlistment Papers, 1798-1894 (RG 94, entry 91). Arranged 
alphabetically by name of soldier, place of enlistment, date, age, place of birth, 
occupation, personal description, regimental assignment, and certifications of the 
examining surgeon and recruiting officer. Soldiers usually have multiple enlistment 
papers if they served two or more enlistments. (www. archives. go v ) 

Military Pension Applications To obtain these for service between 1775 - 1903, Federal 

(not state or Confederate). Download form NATF85 (www. archives. go v) 

CRONOLOGICAL 

French and Indian War -1754-1763 Fought mostly in Canada. American Colonists 

fought with the British. Search State Archives. See www.cyndislist.com 

Colonial Wars & Militiamen - Records are held in State archives; not 

National. See www.cyndislist.com 



Revolutionary War - 1775-1783 Most of the records of the American Army from the 

Revolutionary War era that were in the custody of the War Department were destroyed 

by fire in 1800 or in 1814. The War Department's Collection of Revolutionary War 

Records was begun in 1873 by purchase, gifts, or transfers from other agencies. See 

(NARA M881) (1096 rolls) Source: www.familysearch.org 

War of 1812 - June 1812 to February 1815. The United States declared war against the 

United Kingdom. Some issues: British impressment of American sailors into the Royal 

Navy, interception of neutral ships and blockades of the U.S. during British hostilities 

with France. (Source: www.wikepedia.com ) 

Bounty-Land Warrants for Military Service, 1775-1855 From 1775 to 1855 the 

United States granted bounty-land warrants for military service, primarily to encourage 

volunteer enlistments, but also to reward veterans for service during the Revolutionary 

War, the War of 1812, the Mexican War, and a variety of Indian wars, Indian 

removals, and other military actions during the 1850s. Early warrants could only be used 

in military districts, principally in Ohio and several other public land states in the former 

Northwest Territory. Eventually, Congress expanded eligibility to include service in the 

Regular Army and the Navy, as well as volunteer militias. Bounty-land warrant files 

can contain supporting documents such as statements and signatures of 

witnesses. Bounty-land warrants generally do not contain as much personal information 

as the pensions. The Government ceased issuing bounty-land-warrants after 1855. The 

records are part of Record Group 15, Records of the Department of Veterans 

Affairs. (Source: www.archives.gov ) Also: See Land Patents, 

http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/ 

Mexican War -1846-1848 As a result of this war, the United States gained California, 
Arizona, New Mexico, and the Rio Grande boundary for Texas, as well as portions of 
Utah, Nevada, and Colorado. ( Source: K. Jack Bauer, "Mexican War" Handbook of 
Texas (http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/qdrn02) Also see: 
http://www.dmwv.org/mwvets/indexes.htm for veterans of this war. 

 

Civil War - Refer to additional handouts prepared by Ron Schack, Civil War 
Researcher. 

 

1866-1890 African Americans Who Served — Buffalo Soldiers and Black 
Infantrymen 

Spanish American War - Conflict in 1898 between Spain and the United States. 
April 25, 1898 - August 12, 1898 (3 months, 2 weeks and 4 days). The timeline 
1892-1899 covers major events leading up to, during, and concluding in the War. This 
was part of the Philippine Revolution (aka Philippine Insurrection) and the Cuban War of 
Independence. Americans from the North and The South fought a common enemy, 
helping to heal the wounds of the Civil War. (Source: www.wikepedia.com ) 



Philippine American War - War between the United States and Filipino revolutionaries 
from 1899 to 1902; the insurrection(?) may be seen as a continuation of the Philippine 
Revolution against Spanish rule. (Source: www.google.com). Patrick McSherry gives a 
good explanation of the wars between 1895-1902 era; with a detailed 
chronological listing. (Source: http://www.spanamwar.com) 

Boxer Rebellion - China 1900. Without consulting Congress, President McKinley sent 
5,000 troops into the international army, that helped put down the Boxers. In addition, the 
United States was able to play a significant role in suppressing the Boxer Rebellion 
because of the large number of American ships and troops deployed in the Philippines as 
a result of the US conquest of the islands during the Spanish American War (1898) and 
subsequent Philippine insurgent activity. (Source: www.google.com) 

Connecticut 1917 Military Survey; In February 1917 the Connecticut General 

Assembly directed Governor Marcus H. Holcomb "to procure certain information relative 

to the resources of the State," especially about "men and materials available for use in the 

event of war." Known as the Military Census, the most significant part was a manpower 

census of all male inhabitants over the age of sixteen taken in 1917-1918. However, 

additional surveys included such things as farms, crops, livestock, automobiles, 

doctors, nurses, and factories. (Source: CT State Library, History and Genealogy 

Unit, www.cslib.org/milcens.htm. 

WWI - 3 Draft Registrations. First, June 5,1917, men between ages of 21 and 31. 

Second, June 5,1918, those who attained age 21 after June 5, 1917. A supplemental 

registration August 24,1918, for those becoming 21 years old after June 5, 1918; 

(included in the second registration.) Third, September 12,1918, for men age 18 

through 45.(Source: National Archives, www.archives. gov ) CT Post WWI 4pg survey of 

returning soldiers. Some w/photographs; available at CT State Library. 

WWI Museum - https://theworldwar.org  (1914-1919) 

WWII - 6 Draft Registrations. The National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) in St. 

Louis, MO maintains World War II Selective Service Records. During WWII, there were 

six draft registrations; these records are held collectively in two groupings at the NPRC. 

The first group contains records from the 4th Registration, known as the "Old Man's 

Registration" or the "Old Man's Draft," for those men whose year of birth was from April 

28, 1877 to February 16, 1897. The second group contains the Selective Service 

Records of the remainder of the WWII registrants, born from February 17, 1897 to July 

31, 1927. Please note: as there is overlap in the WWI and WWII Selective Service 

registration birth years (1877 to 1900), some men may have registered twice and have 

both WWI and WWII draft records. (Source: National Archives, www.archives.gov) 

Disabled Veteran's Homes - CT, ME, NY (Source: w.archives.gov)  

Korean and Vietnam Wars - Draft 1940-1973. Draft ended 1973. 

 

https://theworldwar.org/


RESEARCH OF 

CIVIL WAR SOLDIERS 
Ron Schack peppered this presentation with information on 

local groups who provided food and clothing for troops; 

anecdotes about individual soldiers and events along with 

specific details of their military experience. He displayed the 

findings of some of his personal research  

 
Manchester Historical Society 

 

 List of Soldiers from Manchester & surrounding towns. 

 Other civil war information - photos, town meetings, etc. 

 

History of Manchester (books) 

 

 History of Manchester Connecticut - 1924 - by Mathias Spiess 

  (Chapter IX - Civil War Data) 

 

 A New England Pattern - 1973 - by William E. Buckley 

  (Chapter VII - Civil War Data) 

 

www.Fold3.com  (fees) 

  

 Civil War pension files - both veterans and widows 

 Census records, photos 

 

www.iconn.org  -   State Library Card Required 

 

 Hartford Courant archives  

 Obituaries, Civil War articles, information about regiments 

 

www.Ancestry.com  (fees) 

 

 Military data on soldiers in Civil War 

 

www.findagrave.org 

 

 Vital statistics on soldiers - headstone and cemetery 

 Information.  Spouses and children in some cases. 

 

Manchester Library 

 

 Manchester Herald microfilm for obituaries and other data 

 On Civil War veterans. 

 

Manchester Town Hall 

 

 Vital statistic records and other pertinent information 

http://www.fold3.com/
http://www.iconn.org/
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.findagrave.org/


 

RESEARCH OF 

CIVIL WAR SOLDIERS (Con’t.) 

 

 

National Park Service - www.nps.gov 

 

 Soldiers and Sailors Database - search engine on soldiers, sailors, 

 Units, battles, etc. - both Union and Confederate  

 

National Archives - www.archives.gov 

 

 Pre 1917 Military Service Records - Form NATF 86 

 WWI and later Service Records     - Form SF 180 

 

www.connecticutstatelibrary.org - Digital Collection 

 

Search for:  Record of Service of Connecticut Men in the War of 

Rebellion Residence, rank, enlistment dates, company & regiments, 

and disposition of Connecticut soldiers in the Civil War 

 

www.wikipedia.org 

  

 Search for just about anything. 

 

www.CivilWarArchives.com 

 

 Union Civil War regiments by state. 

 

CWSAC - Civil War Site Advisory Commission 

 

 Civil War battle summaries by state 

 

http://www.nps.gov/
http://www.archives.gov/
http://www.connecticutstatelibrary.org/
http://www.wikipedia.org/
http://www.civilwararchives.com/


CIVIL WAR BOOKS 

The Civil War Day by Day - edited by John S. Bowman 
1989-Dorset Press 

Connecticut in the Civil War - Matthew Warsawer 2011 - 
Wesleyan University Press 

The Civil War Reader (Facts, Trivea, Legends, and Lore) E. J. 
Patrick - 2008 - MJF Books 

Connecticut at Antietam - John W. Schildt 1988 - 
Antietam Publications 

Civil War Battle Atlas - editors of Time Life Books - 1991 

Touched by Fire - A National Historical Society Photographers 
Portrait of the Civil War - editor William C. Davis 1985 - Black 
Dog & Levanthal Publishers, Inc. 

The Civil War an Illustrated History - Geoffrey C. Ward With Rick 
and Ken Burns - 1990 Publisher, Alfred A. Knoph, Inc., 

  


