
Summary of Manchester Genealogical Society Meeting 

4-14-2015 
 

Meeting Topic: Round Table Discussion on Current Projects, Current 

Problems, and Current Hints 
 

 

General announcements: 

May meeting will feature Chris Heustis from Photosynthesis discussing how to preserve 

photos 

June meeting will feature Crawford Westbrook discussing little known facts of the 

Connecticut State Library 

 

The following summarizes the Round Table Discussion 

 Dianne discussed resources available at www.museumoffamilyhistory.com for 

information on Ellis Island immigration process; she also discussed benefits of 

using the New England Historical Genealogical Society (NEHGS) from whom 

anyone can order Quick Sheets on various genealogical topics. 

 Susan displayed several forms (per person) and folders (per family) that she uses 

to track progress in her research; she also discussed the benefits of a subscription 

to Ancestry because it provides you with access through other websites and it has 

an extensive learning center. Additionally, membership in the Connecticut 

Genealogical Society provides many benefits for its $34 membership fee – this 

includes 4 upcoming sessions of “Genealogy 101”  - there may be a fee for some 

sessions. CGS is located at 175 Maple St in East Hartford. 

 Doug is frustrated with Ancestry’s search engine, as it provides him with dates 

other than what he knows to be accurate and adds or changes names of people he 

is looking for.  A suggestion was made that he supplement his search with 

familysearch.org, and that he allow for the fact that sometimes recorded 

information available to Ancestry and Family Search is inaccurate as written 

documents may have been misinterpreted. 

 Claire presented her efforts to date to find at least one of the parents of her great 

grandmother who is documented at marriage and at birth as being illegitimate.  A 

suggestion was made that she follow up with Mary Ann Legrow at the French 

Canadian Genealogical Society (FCGSC) for research into their Drouin files. She 

also announced the Webinar presented by legacyfamilytree.com with Warren 

Bittner speaking on the “Ten Genealogical Lessons I Learned the Hard Way.” 

 Dennis suggested that anyone interested in seeing the results of using 

mitochondrial DNA to trace his wife’s family can drop in to see him after the 

meeting. 

 Pat discussed the roadblocks she has run across in researching William Brown in 

NYC.  Some suggestions include searching through WWII records, contacting 

http://www.museumoffamilyhistory.com/
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.legacyfamilytree.com/


historical societies where she knows he lived, searching local cemetery records 

and referencing the social security file. 

 Nancy is looking for the Mount Nemo Lodge Knights of Honor in Manchester. 

Suggestions for her search include using the Connecticut State Library to access 

issues of the Hartford Current on-line where a word search is possible; contacting 

Dave Smith at the MHS museum for any information he may have; referencing 

the Quinnipiac Irish Museum, “Hunger Museum.” 

 Dreda would like to find Tolland, Vernon, and Bolton newspapers to find 

pertinent data.  It was suggested that she contact the Connecticut State Library as 

they may have this information through their newspaper project; that she search 

through town directories and centennial books for the information she is looking 

for; that the Rockville library might be a good resource as Vernon grew from 

Bolton; that the Vernon Historical Society and the Manchester Herald might also 

contain what she is looking for. 

 Keith presented his efforts to trace his family from Deux Montagnes, Quebec, to 

Bayou, France. Additionally he traced his wife’s Norwegian background. 

 Ron attended a Carpathian-German Reunion where he discovered that his 

grandmother and his wife’s family lived nearby to each other in Slovakia. 

Additionally, he has found extensive details about family member in Cheney 

Mills’s records. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Claire Spiess 


