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"Cheney Brothers was the world!” These words summed up one

worker's memories of +he years when Manchester was known as the silk

kingdom. 1In 1838 six Cheney brothers began spinning silken thread in

a small water-powered mill on Hop Brock in back of the family's Hartford

Road homes+tead. By 1920 the company employed nearly 5,000 workers and

erformed all phases of silk manufacture, from raw imported =ilk to
ished fabria. In 1923, Cheney's sales reach $23,000,000. Cheney

Brothers was one of +he largest and most prospercus silk mills in the
tion. Cheney silks were famous throughout the country and the world.

Cheney Brothers! Success transformed Manchester from a rural
village to an industrial community. Thousands of immigrants came from
Burope to work in the silk mills. As the population grew, so did the
town. By 1914 the mill complex covered thirty-six acres on both sides
of Hartford Road. The huge labor force settlad on new or enlarged
treets on the east and west sides as hundreds of homes were built to

commodate them. New churches, stores and places of amusement appear-
ed. The people of Manchester settled, raised families and put down new
roots. Now the Cheney era has passed, but the mills, the homes, and
many of the workers and thein descendants remain., This exhibition tells
their story. These photographs enable us +o cbserve families at work
and at play in the neighborhoods they helped to create. We hope that
former workers will remember and young people will learn about the era
when "Cheney Brothers was the world."®
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‘ We would like to see your old photographs for possible use in
future exhibitions; ovriginals will be returned immediately. These
pictures will then become permanent additions to the College's photo-
graphic avchives. Thus you have an opportunity to contribute to the
Presentation of Manchester's past,

The photographs used in this exhibition are available for tempora -
ry loan to institutions in Manchester. For further information,
contact John F. Sutherland, Institute of Local History, Manchester
Community College, Tel. BUE-4S00, ext, 272.



The Institute of Local History and The Cheney Historic District
Commission wish to express their appreciation to the individuals
and institutions whose contributions made this exhibition possible.
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The following individuals have contributed graatly to our understanding
of Manchester'’s past through thelr interviews for Manchester Community
College’s Oral History Program.

John Adams Joseph W. Leary
Nathan Agostinelli Christie McCormick
Edson Bailey James T. McLaughlin
Irving Bayer Chester ¥W. Obuchowskil
William E. Buckley Margaret R. Olmstead
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