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71 Hilliard Street (Mather Electric/Orford Soap Factory) 
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METHODOLOGY 

HOW THE SURVEY WAS DONE 

The survey of a portion of Manchester, Connecticut's historic and architectural resources was 

conducted by Geoffrey Rossano. Fieldwork and photography were carried out between July 1996 

and April 1997. Copies of the final report were deposited with the Manchester Planning 
Department, the Manchester Historical Society, the Mary Cheney Library, and the Connecticut 
Historical Commission, 59 South Prospect Street, Hartford, Connecticut, 06106-1901. Microfiche 

copies of the report were subsequently deposited by the Connecticut Historical Commission at 
the Connecticut State Library, Hartford, the Special Collections Department of the Dodd Record 

Center at the University of Connecticut, Storrs, and the Connecticut Trust for Historic 
Preservation, Hamden. 

The survey represents an inventory of specific architectural and historic resources of a portion of 
Manchester known North Manchester, and environs. No attempt was made to locate 

archaeological sites. In addition to the sites surveyed and inventoried in this report, an 
Addendum has been appended containing materials relating to sites and resources previously 
surveyed but not included in larger neighborhood and town studies. 

AREA SURVEYED AND CRITERIA FOR SELECTION 

Delineation of the area to be surveyed was made by the Manchester Planning Department. The 
area included a portion of the Town of Manchester known as North Manchester and its 

immediate environs. The area is roughly bounded by Center Street on the south, Parker Street on 
the east, North School Street, Kerry Street, and North Main Street on the north, and Broad Street 

on the west. The initial list of specific sites was developed by the surveyors and finalized in 
coordination with Mary Donohue, Survey and Grants Director of the Connecticut Historical 
Commission. 

The Historical and Architectural Resource Survey of North Manchester was conducted in 
accordance with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Identification and Evaluation 

(National Park Service, U. S. Department of the Interior, 1983). Criteria used for evaluation of 
properties were based on those of the National Register of Historic Places, administered by the 

National Park Service under the supervision of the Secretary of the Interior. Properties listed on 

the National Register include districts, sites, and objects that are significant in American history, 
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architecture, archaeology, engineering, and culture, and which contribute to the understanding of 

the states and the nation. The National Register's criteria for evaluation state: 

The quality of significance in Aillerican history, architecture, archaeology, 
engineering , and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects 
that possess the integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, 
and association and 

a. that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad pattern of our history, or; 

b. that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past, or; 
c. that embody the dictinctive characteristics of type, period, or method 

of construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic 
values, or that represent a distinctive and distinguishable eiitity whose components may 
lack individual distinction, or; 

d. that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to prehistory 
or history. 

The survey expands the scope of the National Register criteria, however, and includes structures 

which, while of doubtful National Register eligibility, nevertheless in some way are associated 

with an important person or event in North Manchester or have architectural merit, or, while not 
exceptional, typify the styles or methods of construction used in the past. Besides their intrinsic 

merit as historic sites, these structures serve to establish a comparative context for the National 

Register-eligible sites. 

Severely altered buildings--those with nwnerous additions, synthetic siding, altered/removed 

porches, or replacement windows--were excluded unless the buildings retained most of their 

other characteristic features or possessed local historical significance. Sites previously identified, 

such as those already listed on the National Register, or included in a thematic survey of historic 

Connecticut industrial sites, were not inventoried again in this survey. 

A total of 278 sites were selected for inclusion in this study. A series of black and white 

photographs for each site, as well as selected slides, was taken in the period January-March,· 
1997. 

ARCIDTECTURAL AND ffiSTORICAL OVERVIEW 

An architectural and historical overview of specific sites and structures was prepared based on 

research in appropriate primary and secondary sources, as well as careful examination of the 
buildings. Important sources included municipal records and· maps, local histories and 

directories, newspapers, secondary works, and historic photographs. The historical overview also 

contains some information relating to industrial sites and villages just beyond the boundaries of 

the survey area, such as Buckland, Hilliardville, or Oakland, but which nonetheless constituted 

important elements of the local economy and employed workers who resided within the survey 
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INVENTORY FORM 

FORMAT For each historic site surveyed, a standard Connecticut Historic Resources Inventory 

Form was completed according to the guidelines of the Connecticut Historical Commission. 

Each form is divided into three sections, providing background information on the building's 

name and location, an architectural description, and information on the national, state, or local 

significance. Each site was assigned a number which corresponds to a number on the inventory 

form, accompanying mylar map, and selected slides. Sites were catalogued alpha-numerically, 

based on street name and geographical location. Names of current property owners and building 

dimensions were obtained from the Manchester Assessor's office. 

STYLE The survey necessarily concentrated on exterior features and descriptions of structural 

systems represent educated guesses based on historical research or visible architectural details. 

While many buildings exhibit characteristics of defined historic architectural styles (e.g., Queen 

Anne, Federal, Greek Revival), others were simply identified as "Vernacular," meaning a 

structure without any specific stylistic attributes, though still typical of its time and place. The 

surveyor followed closely the terminology contained in Virginia and Lee McAlester's Field 
Guide to American Houses (New York, 1984), Steven Phillips' Old House Dictionary 
(Washington, D. C., 1992), and Lester Walker's American Shelter (New York, 1981). 

Explanations of the most frequently used stylistic terms are listed below. 

FEDERAL (1790-1830) Federal-period buildings are characterized by overall symmetry and the 
lightness and classical nature of their decorative details. The entranceway, considered the 
signature of a Federal building, is frequently located in the gable end of the house, which faces 
the road, rather than the long elevation, as was typical in the colonial period. Many early country _. 

Federal houses continue to locate the doorway on the long side, a legacy of the New England 
Farmhouse and/or Georgian idiom of previous decades. Entries often contain six-panel doors 
flanked by leaded sidelights, surmounted by a semicircular or elliptical fanlight. Cornices may 
be decorated with swags, dentils, and modillions. Windows often incorporate elaborate molded 
entablatures. Brick houses in the Federal style usually employ marble, limestone, or granite · 

lintels above doors and windows. 

GREEK REVIVAL (1830-1860) The Greek Revival style emerged as the dominant American 
architectural expression in the second quarter of the nineteenth century. It proved very popular 
for churches, public and commercial sites, and mansions, as well as humbler domestic and 
commercial structures, many of which were built as loose variations of ancient pedimented 
temple designs. Typical examples are placed with their gable ends oriented to the street and are 
characterized by broad flat surfaces, low-pitched . roofs, classical columns or pilasters, 
pedimented gables, wide frieze boards, a prominent molded cornice, and classically inspired 
doorways. Fenestration commonly utilizes six-over-six sash. 

IT ALlAN ATE (1840-1880) Italianate buildings, which enjoyed great popularity m the 
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mid-nineteenth century, frequently display low-pitched roofs, wide overhanging eaves supported 
by large decorative brackets, and chamfered porch columns. Windows are often larger than in 
earlier homes and frequently contain two-over-two sash. Many windows, often round-arched, are 
surmounted by prominent molded hoods and entablatures. Bay windows are commonly 
employed, as are visually balanced (though not symmetrical) facades, elaborate porches, towers, 
and square cupolas (belvederes). 

QUEEN ANNE (1880-1910) ·Immensely popular at the end of the nineteenth century, Queen 
Anne-style houses are characterized by steeply-pitched roofs, asymmetrical massing, complex 
building plans, a dominant front-facing gable, patterned shingles, cutaway bay windows, towers, 
and partial, full-width, or wraparound porches. Earlier examples frequently utilize spindlework 
or "Eastlake" decoration, ornamental half-timbering, and patterned masonry. Later examples 
incorporate Colonial Revival detailing such as classical columns and Palladian windows. 

COLONIAL REVIVAL (1880-1940) The Colonial Revival style was the most popular form of 
architectural expression in the first half of the twentieth century. Houses of this type combine a 
variety of historical and contemporary elements (mostly Georgian, Federal, and Dutch Colonial) 
to recreate the "feel" of earlier American buildings. Individual elements, however, are often 
exaggerated. Front entries are emphasized, often with classical porches. Palladian windows are 
frequently incorporated into gables and facades. Windows are normally arranged symmetrically 
and contain double-hung, multi-pane sash. 

CRAFTSMAN/BUNGALOW (1910-1930) The Craftsman style was an architectural expression 
of the tum-of-the-century Arts and Crafts Movement, especially the work of California architects 
Charles and Henry Greene, and later Gustave Stickley. Bungalows executed in this style are 
usually one-and-one-half stories high, set on cobblestone foundations, with low-pitched roofs, 
wide overhanging eaves, exposed rafter tails, and prominent eaves brackets. Full or partial front 
porches are supported by stout, often tapered (battered) square half-columns. Large shed dormers 
are frequently located above the front porch. Craftsman detailing was also adapted to larger two
and three-story buildings, especially the porch and eaves details. 

FOURSQUARE (1900-1930) More a house form than a distinctive style, the "Foursquare" is 
exactly as its name implies, a square structure, normally two stories tall, with a hip roof, usually 
pierced by small dormers. It is designed to yield the greatest amount of floorspace per 
construction dollar. Architectural details are drawn from a wide range of sources, especially the 
Colonial Revival, Prairie, and Craftsman genres. 

TUDOR REVIVAL (1890-1940) The Tudor Revival embraces everything from enormous 
"Jacobethan" manor houses to apartment complexes to collegiate dormitories to small suburban 
cottages. All are derived from English precedents of the late medieval period, c. 1500-1600. 
Typical features include steeply pitched roofs, asymmetrical intersecting gables, decorative 
bricbvork and/or half-timbering, tall narrow windows, and massive chimneys. 

DATES OF CONSTRUCTION/DilvlENSIONS ·Dates of Construction entered on the inventory 
forms are based on the Manchester Assessor's records, research in local property records, 

contemporary maps, newspaper accounts, and architectural evidence. In some cases where 
sufficient documentation is lacking, the construction dates entered represent the best possible 
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estimates. 

Local assessor's records were also used to determine dimensions of buildings (cited with street 

elevation first), structural systems, and other pertinent information. Since access to building 

interiors was not within the scope of this survey, questions regarding MATERIALS or 

CONDITION were based on assessor's records and visual analysis of the exterior, and represent 

the best possible estimate under the circumstances. 

Buildings lacking obvious problems were categorized as "good." It was not presumed to rate any 

exterior "excellent" since there is no way by casual visual inspection to know whether roofs are 

sound, windows well-caulked, and so forth. "Good" means that everything about the exterior 

appears in order. "Fair" means that there are some problems such as badly peeled paint, cracked 

siding, or missing shingles. "Deteriorated" is used for buildings which have severe exterior 

problems and which seem to be receving no maintenance. Threats to any of the surveyed 

structures were indicated, if known. 

SIGNIFICANCE Besides the descriptive portions, the form asks for historical and architectural 

significance as assessed by several standards. Does the building retain most of its original 

material? To what extent does the building embody a particular style or theory of architecture? 

How does it compare with other examples in Manchester? Is it in any way particularly beautiful, 

unusual, or innovative? 

Assessing the historical significance of the buildings required detailed research. The procedure 

varied with each building, but typically included reference to historical maps and views, 

property, tax, and assessor's records, local histories, and period newspapers or photographs. In 

this way the social context of many structures was established. 

OTHERPARTSOFSURVEYREPORT 

In addition to the inventory forms, which are the essence of the survey, the report includes a 

brief overview of Manchester history, with particular reference to the survey area, an 

architectural overview, recommendations assessing which buildings or groups of buildings may 

meet the criteria for listing on the National Register of Historic Places, a map which shows the 

location of each of the surveyed structures, a set of color slides illustrating a representative 

selection of the buildings, and indices to the slides and to the forms. 
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HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

The Town of Manchester, Connecticut, is situated east of the Connecticut River, about eight 
miles. from Hartford, and is bounded by South Windsor and Vernon to the north, Bolton to the 
east, Glastonbury to the south, and East Hartford to the west. Roughly rectangular in shape, the 
town currently contains more than 52,000 inhabitants. 

Prior to arrival of European settlers, members of the Podunk tribe ofNative Americans inhabited 
this area. The land was acquired from the sachem Joshua (third son of Uncas) and his heirs 
between 1672 and 1682 in a complicated series of transactions involving Major John Talcott and 
the Hartford magistrates. The acquisition, initially known as the "Five Mile Tract," was later 
included in Hartford's Third Ecclesiastical Society established in 1694, and formed part of 
present-day East Hartford and, finally, Manchester. During the earliest settlement period at the 
end of the seventeenth century only a handful of newcomers established residence in the Five 
Mile Tract. In 1704 approximately 20 inhabitants petitioned Hartford authorities for "Winter 
Privileges," which would relieve them of the requirement that they travel to East Hartford for 

. religious services during winter months. The petition was granted. 

The settlement process unfolded slowly throughout the eighteenth century as one by one local 
residents, newcomers, and their children established small subsistence farms and erected saw 
and gristmills on local streams like Hop Brook, Bigelow Brook, and Sawmill (Hockanum) River. 
Thomas Olcutt operated a tavern in the area by 1713. Large families and exploitive agricultural 
practices underlay much of the demand for new lands, and farmers steadily cleared fields, laid 
out roads, built stone walls, and established · widely scattered self-sufficient homesteads. 
Benjamin Cheney, progenitor of the communty's most important clan, arrrived circa !724. In 

1731 inhabitants carried out the first major land division in the Five Mile Tract, though the 
process of taking up all claims was not completed until 1753, by which time local population 
approached 200 persons. As the number of inhabitants increased, the community took on a more 
permanent appearance. Residents established the first two cemeteries in the late 1740s and early 
1750s. Schools opened at_ the same time, four by 1751, with nine districts organized by 1772. 
That same year the community became a separate religious jurisdiction, known as Hartford's 
Fourth Society, or the Orford Ecclesiastical Society, and work on a meetinghouse soon 
commenced 

Like most interior Connecticut towns, especially those east of the Connecticut River, Manchester 
actively supported the Revolutionary War effort. Following the Lexington "Alarm," a small local 
contingent made its way to Boston, and out of I 00 adult male residents, 25 eventually served 
with patriot forces. During the war paper mills of Ebenzer Watson and Austin Ledyard supplied 
the needs of the Continental Army, state government, and the Hartford Courant newspaper. 
Following a brief postwar slump, most of the state experienced general economic quickening, 
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due in part to establishment of a new national constitution and government in the late 1780s, 

revival of overseas trade in the early 1790s, and the beginnings of substantial local industrial 

development powered by area streams. In the late eighteenth century Manchester's primary 

industrial sites included the Watson and Ledyard·paper mills at Union Village, Colonel Joseph 

Pitkin's powder works, Richard Adams' paper mill, and the Pitkin-Bishop glass factory which 

flourished in Manchester Green. 

In the 1790s Samuel Pitkin constructed one of New England's first cotton mills at Union Village, 

while Richard Pitkin opened a cotton mill at Manchester Green. In the first decade of the 

nineteenth century Charles Bunce operated a paper mill, while John Mather manufactured both 

cotton yam and gunpowder. Other evidence of increasing local prosperity could be discerned in 

the establishment of two academies in the 1790s, completion of the Congregational 

meetinghouse first raised in 1772, and slow but steady population growth. By 1812 many 

residents had begun discussing the possibility of obtaining municipal independence, and in 1823 

the General Assemby set Manchester off from Hartford as a separate town with a population of 

approximately 1 ,400. 

Benveen 1823 and the Civil War the growth process in Manchester accelerated dramatically as 

Connecticut entered its heyday of small-scale water-powered industry. While many exclusively 

agricultural towns, such as nearby Tolland, saw local population stagnate and then fall, the 

number of Manchester residents rose sharply, to 1,576 in 1830, then 1,695 in 1840, 2,546 in 

1850, and finally 3,294 in 1860. Several substantial villages within the larger town emerged, 

including Buckland, Manchester Green, South Manchester, and Union Village. A detailed map 

of the community prepared by surveyor Eli Bissell in 1849 documents industrial activities, 

especially paper and textiles, which underlay expansion, more than a dozen companies in all. At 

the same time many earlier grist and sawmill sites accommodated new uses. Important local 

concerns included Bunce's woolen, finishing, and paper mills; Henry Rogers' paper mill; 

Keeney's paper mill; George, Henry, and Edward GoOdwin's paper mill; Hilliard's woolen mill: 

Eagle Hills woolen mill; Manchester Manufacturing Company woolen mill; Cheney silk mill; 

Mutual Company warp mill; Keeney and Fitzgerald's paper mill; William Jones' silk mill; Globe 

Mills, and Henry Hudson's Oakland paper mill, as well as a stone quarry, cigar factory, and 

copper mine. At the same time the Hartford, Providence, and Fishkill Railroad laid tracks for 

their main line through the northern portion of town. 

Of emerging local industries, none proved more important than the Cheney Brothers Silk Mill, 

first opened in 1838 as Mount Nebo Silk Manufacturing Company. In the 1840s and 1850s 

important technological breakthroughs in the manufacturing .process and introduction of 

steampower to augment local waterpower resources led to tremendous growth. By 1860 Cheney 

Brothers employed 135 workers. And this proved but a prelude of things to come. In the late 

1860s and early 1870s the firm carried out major expansion plans, including construction of 

11 



several large brick mills and attendant facilities and underwriting the South Manchester 
Railroad, a two-mile spur linking their manufacturing complex with the Providence and Hartford 

line. The construction program included four three-story mills, each 250' in length. By 1870 
Cheney Brothers employed 551 operatives out of a total· town population of 4,223, better than 
one in eight inhabitants. By 1884 there were 1,500 employees in a population of approximately 
7,000 and the Cheney operations paid seven-eighths of the town's taxes. 

The Cheneys exerted a pervasive impact on Manchester's development. They built hundreds of 

rental or tenant houses and encouraged many hundreds of other workers to purchase homes of 

their own, especially through creation of the Manchester Building and Loan Association in 1891. 
They erected an enormous mill complex, as well as Cheney Hall, a community center 
incorporating an opera house, armory, and library. They provided their workers with schools, 
healthcare, and recreation facilities. They donated land for churches to be built upon. They gave 
land and money for parks and to build the town library. They helped organize the South 

Manchester Fire District. 

This rapidly growing community, with a population of 8,222 in 1890, provided an array of 
improved municipal services, again often through the largess of the Cheneys. The first 
Manchester reservoir (Taylor) opened in 1872, followed by Porter Reservoir in 1889, the year 
the South Manchester Water Company Company started operations. In this same era the 
Manchester Light and Power Company began providing electricity, and in !883 the town's initial 
45-subscriber telephone exchange opened. A trolley to Hartford commenced running in 1895. 
Manchester also supported two local newspapers, the Weekly Herald, which began publication in 
1881, and the Weekly News in 1893. 

By the 1890s much of the vacant land east and west of Main Street, south of Center Street, had 
been transformed into extensive residential neighborhoods. During the same era south Main 
Street, formerly a residential throughfare, evolved into a major regional commercial center lined 

with large retail and office blocks. These included the Watkins Brothers Furniture Store (1890), 
Park Building (1893), Orford Hotel (1894), Oak Hall (1896), Weldon Block (1897) and Cheney 
Block (1899). [For a detailed examination of the development of South Manchester see Barbara 
Lewis, "Historic and Architectrural Resource Survey of Main Street and East Side 
Neighborhood," 1993] 

The two decades after the turn of the century witnessed still more vigorous growth as 

Manchester's population exceeded 18,000 by 1920, with the Cheney mills employing over 4,000 

local inhabitants, one of the largest industrial operations in New England. Hundreds more homes 
were erected, along with additional commercial structures such as the Purnell Building (1900), 
House and Hale Building (1909), two Johnson blocks (1910, 1912), and a new Watkins Brothers 
emporium (1920). The same era witessed the opening of Orange Hall (1902), South Manchester 
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High School (1904), Waranoke Hotel (1905), the State Trade School (1915), the Salvation 

Army's castellated headquarters, and a new Congregational Church. In 1919 work began on 

Manchester Memorial Hospital, established to serve area health needs and commemorate the 
sacrifices of local soldiers. With a vibrant real estate market and vigorous business and industrial 

sector, Manchester was clearly a community on the go. 

During the 1920s paved roads, automobile commuting, beginnings of suburbanization, and 

continuing prosperity at the Cheney Mills allowed Manchester to sustain its expansionist path. In 

1923, for example, 17 passenger trains, 23 interurbans, and 98 trollies stopped in town each day. 

Rush-hour trollies ran every 15 minutes. Large in-town suburban neighborhoods appeared, 

especially on the east side. New downtown commercial buildings included the Slewitz (1920), 

Podgrove and Jaffe (1923), Forest (1923), Dewey and Richmond (1926), and Frodin and Kemp 

(1926) blocks. Manchester obtained a new state armory in 1923-1927, while Southern New 
England Telephone constructed a headquarters building in 1929. 

The Great Depression, which descended after 1929, brought Manchester's era of exuberant 

growth to an abrupt end. Ravaged by the weak economy and challenged by new synthetic 

fabrics, the Cheney firm borrowed heavily from the Reconstructioin Finance Corporation in the 

early 1930s, but was forced to reorganize under bankruptcy laws in 1937. This caused the 

company to auction off its residential properties, and to sell or give away its schools, recreational 
facilities, and gas and electric holdings. 

Though World War II caused a temporary economic resurgence in Manchester, especially 

demand for silk parachutes, the days of the silk industry were clearly numbered, and after the 

war retrenchment returned and employment again fell sharply. In 1955 J. P. Stevens, Inc., 

purchased the Cheney assets, but closed the factories and moved operations south. (In the 1970s 

the mill complex was declared a National Historic Landmark and has been revitalized, with 

many former industrial structures adaptively reused as offices, apartments, and shops. The 

Cheney Hall Opera House has been completely refurbished as a community center.) 

Decline of the silk mills and Manchester's industrial base in the 1940s and 1950s coincided with 

further economic changes. Many workers found employment in defense plants located in East 

Hartford and elsewhere. More importanttly, expansion of regional financial and commercial 

institutions and a flood of urban residents moving to the suburbs, aided by construction of a 

modern highway network after 1950, caused rapid growth in Manchester to resume. Older 

subdivisions left uncompleted at the onset of the Depression filled in, while vast new tracts of 

single-family houses transformed the landscape, as did construction of shopping complexes such 

as the Buckland Hills Mall. Today Manchester is a bustling suburban community of more than 

50,000, and serves as one of central Connecticut's largest and most important retails hubs. 

13 



SURVEY AREA: NORTH MANCHESTER 

The survey area has passed through several development stages, documented by surviving 

structures, settlement nodes, and street patterns. Prior to the early nineteenth century most North 

Manchester residents lived on small farms which dotted the region. At easily exploited 
waterpower sites grist, saw, and spinning mills operated. As late as 1810 Union Village 

contained only seven small dwellings and the entire area later known as North Manchester 
counted perhaps 150 residents. 

The future of North Manchester, however, lay with industry, not agriculture, and in the late 

eighteenth century a number of entrepreneurs began developing local power sources to 
manufacture goods for growing regional and national markets. As early as 1775 Ebenezer 
Watson and Austin Ledyard erected one of the first paper mills in Connecticut at a site on the 
Hockanum River near present Union Village. When this small factory burned in 1778, they 
rebuilt the facility with the proceeds of a state-sanctioned lottery. 

Following the American Revolution and acceleration of economic activity throughout the region, 
several new industrial enterprises commenced operation. Important factors spurring this growth 

included abundant waterpower, access to the Hartford market, improved transportation, and the 
availability of Hartford investment capital. New roads which speeded the flow of raw materials 
and finished goods included the Hartford-Boston Turnpike (now Middle Turnpike) and the North 
Road, then known as Tolland Road. 

Between 1790 and 1850 a variety of industrial enterprises and settlement clusters emerged in 
North Manchester, In 1794 Samuel Pitkin built the first successful cotton mill on the Hockanum ·. 

River at a site just southeast of Union Pond dam. John Warburton, an Englishman, designed and 
operated the machinery. In 1819 David Watkinson and others (from Hartford) purchased the 
factory and land adjoining and erected a large stone mill, incorporating as the Union 

Manufacturing Company. By 1850 the firm employed 250 workers, many of them women and 
children, and had built three dozen modest tenant houses lining Union, North, and Kerry Streets. 

Another important industrial site, the Butler paper mill, stood on the Hockanum River, southwest 
of the Union Manufacturing Company. The firm was established in 1784, inspired by the success 
of the Watson-Ledyard operation. After the founder's death, ownership of the mill passed 

( c.1838) to a partnership which included Timothy Keeney (the foreman), Increase Clapp, James 
Wood, and Sanford Buckland. Clapp died c. 1848 and by mid-century the operation was known 
as Keeney and Wood. 

The important mill site at Parker Village, just north of the Woodbridge Road, was first 
developed c. 1808 by John Mather who built a small glass factory and gunpowder mill. The 
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explosives factory employed 12 men and marketed the finished product in Boston. In 1830 

Mather sold the site to Hazard, Loomis, and Brothers, who erected a new powder mill there. (An 

explosion in 1834 killed six workers.] Hazard, Loomis also bought another paper mill from 

David Griswold, but in 1840 sold out to Keeney, Marshall, and Company who soon built a paper 

mill (which burned), and then a second mill, the firm then known as Keeney, White, and 

Company. By 1849 the company had been reorganized as Keeney and Fitzgerald. 

Buckland, another important early industrial site, lay west of Union Village, and eventually 

supported a number of manufacturing establishments, including Richard Jones' paper mill, as 

well as a powder mill, oil mill, and grist mill. The site passed through several owners during the 

nineteenth century: Joseph Chamberlain in the 1820s, and Henry Champion, Samuel Maxon, 

Henry George, and Edwin Godwin in the 1830s. In 1868 Peter Adams rebuilt and expanded the 

site, and continued to manufacture paper for several decades thereafter. In 1780 at a nearby 

millseat, Aaron Buckland initiated another long-lived venture, erecting a simple wooden factory 

which produced cloth woven on hand looms. In 1824 Simon Tracy and Andrew Williams 

purchased the operation, but in 1828 re-sold it to Sidney Pitkin. Later in the nineteenth century 

Elisha Hilliard of Mansfield worked in the factory, became a partner, and finally the sole owner. 

By 1901 Hilliard had acquired the waterpower rights of the (then defunct) Peter Adams Paper 

Company and installed an electrical generator. 

Two other pre-1850 industrial operations are also worthy of mention. As early as 1832 Henry 

Hudson established a paper mill at Oakland, deeding the property to his son, Melcanthon 

Hudson, in 1842. Two years later the younger Hudson constructed a second mill. In the 1860s 

the Cheneys acquired the site, installed modern machinery, improved workers' houses,. and 

beautified the grounds. A mile south of Oakland William Jones bought land and water privileges 

and operated a small silk mill. He later installed cotton and woolen machinery, but eventually 

sold the property to G. H. Childs who ran a gristmill instead .. 

By the mid-nineteenth century a substantial manufacturing center had formed at Union Village, 

as indicated on surveyor Eli Bissell's 1849 map. Smaller industrial satellites clustered nearby at 

Oakland, Lydallville, Parker Village, Buckland, and Hilliardville. As yet, however, little or no 

settlement lined Middle Turnpike, nor occupied future Depot Square, and only scattered houses 

stood on Main and Oakland Streets and Tolland Turnpike. Woodbridge Road and North Main 

Street, which ran from Manchester Green to Buckland, were lined with houses and farmsteads, 

but no side streets. Most of the surrounding land remained open, devoted to fields and pasture. 

Arrival of the Hartford, Providence, and Fishkill Railroad in 1849 ushered in a new era. 

Agitation for a line began as early as 1833 when local industrialists John Mather, Samuel 

Kellogg, Henry Hudson, and others incorporated the Manchester Railroad Company. Little came 

of that venture, however, and in 1849 the Hartford, Providence, and Fishkill Railroad took over 
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the charter and constructed the line, establishing a station at present Depot Square. As the 
principal railroad stop in Manchester, considerable commercial activity quickly clustered around 
the station, and Depot Square reigned for a time as the town's principal business center, 
supplanting the older settlement at Manchester Green. Union Village became known as 
Manchester Station, and later North Manchester. 

Anticipating business the railroad would bring, Erastus Weaver constructed the Weaver Hotel on 
North Main Street, a substantial Italianate-style hostelry with prominent belvedere. (Cowles 
Brothers purchased the property in 1869.) The Adams Express Company opened an office 
adjacent to the station, while the post office, formerly located at Manchester Green, relocated 
here as well. By 1869 several businesses surrounded the depot included C. B. Andruss's saloon, 
offices for several doctors, dentists, and lawyers, Moses Scott's drugstore, A. Mitchell's stove and 
tinware store, and E. B. Hibbard's shop selling pianos and ;ewing machines. Mrs. Horace Fuller 
operated a dress and hatmaking shop, while W. W. Risley earned his living as a merchant tailor. 
Harnessmaker H. C. Robertson conducted affairs nearby. 

Between 1840 and 1860 four new churches were built in or near Depot Square to accommodate 
therapidly growing population. In 1851 77 Methodists withdrew from the Center Church to 
create the North Village Methodist Church, and soon erected a handsome Greek Revival edifice 
on the north side of North Main Street. Congregationalists also created a separate organization in 
North Manchester. Discussions for a new ecclesiastical society had begun in 1840, the separate 
jurisdiction was established in 1850, and a new church erected the following year. Several 
Irish-Catholics moved to the area before 1850 to work in the mills. In 1855 they purchased a site 
on North School Street near Union Village and began work on a church three years later. The 
community supported a resident priest by 1869. Local Episcopalians also maintained a small 
congregation in the decades after 1843, gathering in a modest chapel on North Street. 

Residential construction in the growing community soon spilled over onto North Main, Hudson, 
and Woodbridge Streets, and by 1869 several new streets had been added, including Kerry, 
North, and North School, and Wood Lane. Real estate development commenced between North 
Main Street and East Middle Turnpike, perhaps a dozen houses in all. New homes also appeared 
along Oakland Street, in the Parker Village area, and in Buckland and Hilliardville. To meet the 
needs of an expanding population, citizens erected a new school building at the corner of North 
Main and North School Streets, at the time the largest and best-equipped in town. 

Throughout the period industrial activity continued apace, though not on the scale in South 
Manchester where the the Cheney Brothers silk mills were expanding at a furious rate. At Union 
Village the Union Manufacturing Company remained active for several decades, constructing a 
second large mill in 1854, turning out a variety of textiles, including ginghams. Unfortunately 
financial improprieties caused the demise of the firm later in the century, and the site was 
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acquired by Cheney Brothers. The mills were eventually taken down and the stone used in 
foundations during the great Cheney expansion pro1,>ram of the early twentieth century1 

During the late nineteenth century several businesses thrived in the Parker Village-Lydallville 
area just north of Woodbridge and Lydall Streets. In 1856 the Pacific Manufacturing Company 
built a stockinet mill three-quarters of a mile east of Parker Village at a site acquired from 
Daniel Lyman. That mill later burned, and the operation passed to Lydall and Foulds Paper 
Company. By the late 1860s the firm of Lydall and Foulds also manufactured knitting machine 
needles in Lydallville at a millseat formerly owned by the Mutual Manufacturing Company. The 
needle factory later moved to a plant on North Main Street. Also at Lydallville the Seiter and 
Strong Paper Mill manufactured hardware paper, gun wadding paper, and silk back button paper. 

In Oakland Henry Hudson constructed new paper mills in 1849, 1852, and 1860. The company 
reorganized in 1864 as the Hudson-Cheney Paper Company, becoming the Hurlburt 
Manufacturing Company 1878, and the Oakland Paper Company after 1881. By 1899 the mills 
had been absorbed by the American Writing Paper Company. The Keeney and Fitzgerald paper 
mill located near present Mill Street, later became the White, Keeney, and Company mill, was 
acquired by Willard Case, and finally by the Rogers Paper Company. In the 1880s the Mather 
Electric Company erected an impressive brick factory on Hilliard Street to manufacture 
electrical equipment, light bulbs, and dynamos. 

In the last third of the nineteenth century North Manchester village acquired a growing list of 
amenities. In 1869 the Cheney brothers built the South Manchester Railroad which connected 
their !,'TOwing industrial complex with the Hartford, Providence, and Fishkill. line in Depot 
Square. In 187 4 local residents erected a new Eighth District School on the site �f the first. It 
burned in 1880, but was replaced in 1882 by a modem brick school costing $13,500. A decade 
later voters approved a four-room addition. At about the same time Clinton Cowles installed a 
small sewer system to serve his hotel (then accommodating 46 regular boarders and 15 to 20 
daily guests), the Eighth District School, and a few houses on North School Street. 

In 1889 the newly created Manchester Water Company installed the first municipal water 
system. By that date 20 subscribers had acquired the districts first telephones. Also in the 1880s 
Elwood Ela founded the Manchester Weekly Herald, a long-lived newspaper with a printing 
plant on Hilliard Street, just south of Depot Square. At the end of the century two large new 
religious structures arose in North Manchester, the present Congregational Church in 1889, 
followed a few years later (1896) by a new St. Bridget's Roman Cathloic Church on Main Street. 
Flourishing local business included B. C. A pel's furniture store, a. large three-story brick 
emporium which also housed an opera house and community hall on third floor. Nearby stood 
Frank Hale's Photo Gallery on Hilliard Street, offices of Drs. Barrows and Buckley, the J. E. 
Morton grocery store, Manchester Beef Company, and a second grocery operated by Fitch and 

17 



Drake. 

In line with Manchester's rapidly rising population, residential construction in the survey area 
accelerated. Between 1865 and 1895 building activity extended southward along Main Street 
towards Manchester Center. While a few large and stylish homes were erected, such as Peter 
Adams' elaborate Colonial Revival home or Dr. Franklin Adams' substantial Queen Anne-style 
residence, the area supported a rather mixed assortment of one- and two-family houses, stores, 
workshops, and stables. Developers also laid out several new streets and began constructing 
houses, by 1893 adding or extending Edward, Golway, Grove, Henry, Hilliard, Hollister, 
Hudson, Marble, Mill, North Elm, Orchard (later Washington), Pine Hill, Starkweather, 
Strickland, William, and Woodland Streets 

The arrival of the electric trolley in the mid-l890s and ongoing industrial and population 
expansion soon caused Main Street to emerge as one of Manchester's principal thoroughfares, 
while Depot Square prospered as an important commercial center, though now somewhat in the 
shadow of Manchester Center/South Manchester located a mile further south. The trolley 
generated great traffic through the area and fostered large-scale commuting, both to the mills and 
businesses of South Manchester, and to factories and offices in Hartford. Within a year the line 
carried 632,000 passengers. By 1900 conductors collected more than 1,238,000 fares annually. 
Riders could also visit Laurel Park, a nearby trolley resort which advertised boating, a dancing 
pavillion, restaurant, merry-go-round, and zoo. Families were advised that no liquor was served, 
and that ladies and children required no escort. 

Availability of rapid, dependable transportation permitted even more aggressive real estate 
activity as developers quickly laid out new streets and subdivided property along older roads, 
followed by construction of one-, two-, and three-family houses. Streets newly opened or 
extended in this period included Alton, Benton, Brookfield, Cambridge, Hemlock, Orchard, 
Phelps, Russell, and many more. Typically, the earliest subdivisions simply borrowed the name 
of the developer, such as the "Building Lots of Johnstone and Company" (1897, south side of 
Hilliard Street). In the twentieth century, however, realtors adopted evocative names which 
emphasized topography, scenery, and foliage. In 1914 E. J. Holl, a prominent developer, began 
work on his "Pinehurst" subdivision (including Ashland, Cambridge, Alton, and Oxford Streets). 
Other Holl projects included "Oak Park" (1916), "Homestead Park" (1918), "Green Acres" 
(1921), and "Northland Terrace" (1924). 

One of the largest developments, "Elizabeth Park," a subdivision of 242 lots, was created along 
Henry Street after World War I by Robert Smith, a prominent local politician and businessman. 
Other semi-suburban subdivisions established in ·this era included "Westview" (Charles 
Strickland; 1927; Strickland, Oxford, and Hawthorne Streets), "Oak Grove Heights" (W. W. 
White; c. 1900-1919; Fern, Harlan, Henry, Orchard, Swnmit, White Streets), and "Ciearview" 
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(Manchester Construction Company: 1928; Princeton Street). Building lots generally provided a 

50 or 60-foot frontage and depths ranging from I 00 to 200 feet. While some neighborhoods 

quickly filled with new streets and homes, other projects failed to· catch the public's fancy or 

succwnbed to inadequate financing or changing· economic conditions. With the exception of 

post-1960 alterations undertaken in the immediate vicinity of Depot Square, the street grid in 

place by 1930 continues to define the neighborhood today. 

Paralleling residential development, municipal improvements continued after the tum of the 

century. The town erected a new firehouse on Main Street. Modem sewers were installed, 

begining in 1904. Kindergarten classes commenced in 1912, followed by manual training and 

courses in domestic science in 1914, and an open-air class in 1920. In 1913 residents built a 

modem six-room school on North School Street at a cost of $39,000. In the mid-1920s voters 

approved a $100,000 expenditure to construct a nine-room brick school on Hollister Street, an 

area of particularly rapid population growth. 

The survey area also gained several important municipal institutions during this era. In 1912 the 

town opened a new poor asylum at a site on East Middle Turnpike, a multi-bay two-story brick 

structure. In 1954 it was acquired by the Manchester Police Department and remodeled to serve 

as its headquarters building. The great Spanish Influenza epidemic of 1918 led to establishment 

of another important local institution, Manchester Memorial Hospital. In 1919 C. Elmore 

Watkins, head of the Manchester Chapter of the Red Cross, proposed that citizens fund creation 

of a modem hospital to serve area health requirements and commemorate the sacrifice of local 

soldiers in the recent war. In short order the community raised nearly $200,000 and construction 

began in the fall of 1919. The completed 50-bed facility, located on Haynes Street, was 

dedicated on Armistice Day in 1920. Ceremonies including planting 45 trees, one for each 

Manchester resident killed in the war. Expansion and reconstruction since that time have created 

a sprawling modem medical center which subswned and replaced the original structure. 

As early as 1911 Manchester boosters urged the General Assembly to erect a National Guard 

armory in their town, a proposal which was delayed for many years, but finally enacted in 1923 

when the legislature appropriated $175,000 towards the project. Work proceeded in two stages, 

but was completed in 1927, the brick-masonry streamlined Military Gothic structure occupying a 

site on Main Street, close to Manchester Memorial Hospital. Unlike many other National Guard 

armories in Connecticut which have been closed or replaced, this facility remains in active use . 

Finally, this era witnessed creation of the survey area's first large public park, Center Spring 

Park, just north of Center Street. Formed of! and donated by the Cheney and Hilliard families in 

1915, development proceeded over the next 15 years according to plans prepared by engineer J. 

Frank Bowen (1919) and landscape designer Thomas Desmond (1929). In time the park was 

embellished with a pond, paths, ski jwnp, and lodge. Local activities here included ice skating 

and sledding in winter and carnivals and fishing tournaments during the swnmer. 
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Depot Square prospered as the focus of activity in North Manchester, containing flooo;hing 
churches, a busy railroad and trolley station, and many businesses housed in large brick and 
frame commercial blocks. Joseph Pohlman manufactured and sold cigars. Grocery and general 
stores included emporiums operated by S. A. Doane, E: B. Hibbard, C. S. Parkhurst, and the 
Cambell family. Both Wilbur Grant and Morris and Company ran meat markets. The large 
shingled Depot Square Building contained a drugstore, restaurant, general store, and offices. 
Matthew Mertz kept a barber and hairdresser shop. Towering elm trees lined the square and 
adjacent streets. 

Despite closure of the Union Manufacturing Company in the late nineteenth century, North 
Manchester and environs remained an important industrial center after the turn of the century. 
The Oakland Paper Company, now part American Writing Paper, employed 55 men. On Main 
Street the Carlyle Johnson Company, manufacturers of friction clutches and marine gears, 
occupied a large new plant recently erected for the Frank Goetz Bakery Company, which had 
relocated to New Haven shortly after completing construction. On Mill Street the Willard Case 
Company operated a paper mill established decades earlier by Keeney and Fitzgerald, and then 
Wbite, Keeney, and Company. 

Nearby Parker Village supported three paper mills, where 175 employees turning out 41 tons of 
paper each year. E. E. Hilliard's woolen mill employed 200 operatives. Several plants owned by 
the Lydall and Foulds families manufactured needles, paper, binders, strawboard., and 
leatherboard. On Hilliard Street the former Mather Electric Company factory had been taken 
over by the Orford Soap Company, manufacturers of Bon Ami cleanser. J. J. Robertson 
organized the firm in Glastonbury in 1885, and moved to Manchester in 1891, occupying a 
former grist mill near Oakland and North Main Streets. The factory burned in 1899 and the soap · 

manufacturer relocated to the Mather plant, taking over the entire site by 1903, and erecting 
several additional structures. 

Onset of the Depression in 1929 chilled economic activity throughout the area and brought most 
building to a halt. In the following decade only a few new homes were completed, usually 
modest single-family residences. Industrial employment fell sharply. Construction of large two
and three-family frame houses ceased completely, and was never revived. Although World War 
II gave local industry a real boost and attracted many workers, shortages of materials curtailed 
both commercial and home construction. Those residential projects undertaken generally 
included small cottages and Capes. 

During the second half of the twentieth century North Manchester experienced further important 
changes. Trolley and railroad passenger service were long-gone from the local scene. Several 
manufacturing operations closed or sharply scaled back employment, part of the general 
industrial retrenchment experienced in the community and throughout much of Connecticut. 
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When Cheney Brothers closed, thousands were left wiemployed. In some cases industrial 

st1uclures stood abandoned; others were converted to alternative uses. In Depot Square 

conunercial buildings deteriorated as the rise of the suburbs and coustruclion of :shopping tnalb 

on the mban periphety, and these malls drew business -away from downtown centers. In tht: 

1960s a townwide redevelopment program began, which led to considerable demolition in Depot 

Square, especially of older commercial stmctures, and re-routing and rebuilding of roads. 

Low-rist: retail stores more easily accessible to automobile traffic took their place. Low-income 

housing was erected on the li0i1h side of the square. Parks and recreational facilities near the 

Eight District School and along the Hockanwn River were expanded and improved. Work 

included extensive landcscaping, constmction of walking and biking paths, creation of attractive 

picnic areas, and installation of athletic fields. 

21 



ARCHITECTURAL OVERVIEW 

During the colonial era the survey area consisted of sparsely settled farmland containing small 

rural residences and a few riverside mills. Few, ·if any, of these early structures have survived, 

though they likely resembled modest vernacular timber-framed homes identified in other 

neighborhoods, such as the c. 1780 Pitkin House at 244 Porter Street in the Manchester Green 

area. Portions of the house at 61-63 Union Street (IF#234) may date to this early period. 

Following the American Revolution and establishment of a new constitution, both regional and 

national economies accelerated, spurred by growing trade in agricultural commodities and the 

beginnings of water-powered industry. These developments advantageously affected 

Manchester, permiting some local residents to erect more stylish and substantial dwellings in the 

newly-popular Federal style which emphasized classical design details and had gained wide 

acceptance in cosmopolitan urban centers. 

Federal-period buildings (1790-1830) are characterized by overall symmetry and the lightness 

and classical nature of their decorative details. The entranceway, considered the signature of a 

Federal building, is frequently located in the gable end of the house, which faces the road, rather 

than the long elevation, as was typical in the colonial period Entries often contain six-panel 

doors flanked by leaded sidelights, surmounted by a semicircular or elliptical fanlights. Cornices 

may be decorated with swags, dentils, and modillions. Windows occasionally incorporate 

elaborate molded entablatures. Brick houses in the Federal style usually employ marble, 

limestone, or granite lintels above doors and windows. Though Federal homes of the most 

substantial and elegant type are not part of the inventory of historic structures within the survey 

area, a few modest examples survive, including residences at 404 and 405 North Main Street 

(IF#s166, 167) both constructed c. 1825-1830 near Union Village. They exhibit the pedimented 

gable, three bay side-hall facade, demilune attic window, and gable-end orientation typical of the 

style. 

During the 1830s the Federal style began giving way to a new architectural craze, the Greek 

Revival, with the transition nearly completed by 1840. A general hiatus in building caused by the 

financial panic of 1837, followed by a rush of new construction in the early 1840s when 

prosperous times returned, made the shift in taste even more pronounced. The Greek Revival 

style proved especially popular for churches, prominent public and commercial sites, and 

mansions, as well as humbler domestic and commercial structures, many of which were built as 

loose variations of ancient pedimented temple designs. These new buildings, however, 

represented an evolution rather than a complete repudiation of Federal architecture. 

Significantly, Greek Revival structures retained and reemphasized the temple-front 

gable-end-to-street orientation of their immediate predecessors. Builders also employed a 

classical stylistic vocabulary, but with important modifications. They abandoned the Federal 

arch and ellipse, as detailing grew simpler, flatter, and more rectilinear in form. Doorways 
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became even more prominent, incorporating broad pilasters and strongly molded horizontal 

entablatures (the post-and-lintel form being typical). Other popular details included wide 

friezeboards, frieze ("eyebrow") windows, wide comerboards or pilasters, and six-over-six 

double-hung sash. In all, the Greek Revival style constituted a stronger, bolder architectural 

statement. 

The former Methodist Episcopal Church (now First Church of Christ Scientist) which stands at 

447 North Main Street (IF# 172), is the most important example of Greek Revival architecture 

within the survey area. Erected at mid-century, it employs a monumental Ionic portico with flat 

entablature, triple entrances, wide cornice, pedimented gable, heavily molded eaves, and Doric 

comer pilasters. Though the original square belfry was later removed, the building retains nearly 

all of its architecturak integrity. In addition to the imposing church, the survey area contains 

several less substantial structures executed in the Greek Revival mode. These include an c.1855 

two-story frame residence at 156 Main Street (IF#111), which employs a signature end gable, 

three-bay facade and sidehall plan, and period six-over-six double-hung sash. Situated nearby is 

a nicely detailed cottage at 180 Main Street (IF#ll8, c. 1850), with pilaster-and-lintel entry, 

six-over-six sash, and pedimented gable with flushboard siding and three-part window with 

horizontal entablature. A third example of this popular style stands at 201 Main Street (IF#121), 

a cottage erected in the mid-1840s. IdentifYing details include Doric comer pilasters, wide rake, 

and molded eaves. 

During this same era the Union Manufacturing Company, established in 1819 on the banks of the 

Hockanum River, began to expand dramatically, taking advantage of improved markets for yam 

and finished textiles. Along Kerry, Union, and North Streets the company erected approximately 

two dozen one- and two-family houses to accommodate its employees. Though modest is size 

and detailing, most survive on their original sites, constituting the largest such contemporary 

assemblage of worker houses in the area. Several small one-and-one-half-story cottages stand at 

13, 23, 39, and 47 Union Street, all with central entries, stone-slab foundations, and two-bay 

facades (IF#228, 229, 231, 233). Around the comer on Kerry and North Streets, Union 

Manufacturing Company erected a series of simple frame vernacular two-family houses, often 

with paired entries, wide porches, end chimneys, and six-bay facades. Representative examples 

include 43-45, 62-64, and 74-76 North Street and 12-14, 25-27, and 29-31 Kerry Street (IF#84, 

86, 87, 148, 152, and 154). 

Around mid-century Greek Revival structures began falling out of favor, supplanted by buildings 

exhibiting the Italianate or Gothic styles. Both represented a romantic reaction against the 

perceived sterile classicism of the previous two generations. Italianate dwellings frequently 

display low-pitched roofs, wide overhanging eaves supported by large decorative brackets, and 

chamfered porch columns. Windows are often larger than in earlier homes and utilize 

two-over-two sash. Many windows, often round-arched, are surmounted by prominent molded 
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13 Union Street; Union Cotton Mills Worker Housing, c. 1847. 

North Village Methodist Church (now First Church of Christ Scientist) 
447 North Main Street, Greek Revival Style, 1850. 
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hoods and entablatures. Bay windows are commonly employed, as are visually balanced (though 
not always symmetrical) facades, elaborate porches, towers, and square cupolas (belvederes). 
Gothic Revival structures employ a rather different architectural vocabulary, one loosely drawn 

from medieval English precedents. Typical features include steeply pitched roofs, multiple 

gables and dormers, asymmetrical massing, finial and drops in gable peaks, board-and-batten 
siding, lancet windows, medieval drip moldings, and ornamental woodwork and vergeboards, 

frequently exhibiting trefoil and quatrefoil motifs. Both the Italianate and Gothic styles were 
popularized by widely published architects and designers such as Richard Upjohn, Andrew J. 

Downing, Henry Austin, Alexander J. Davis, and Samuel Sloan. 

Italianate houses constructed in the survey area around the middle of the nineteenth century 
incorporate most of the defining details of the style, including square floor plans, hip roofs, wide 
bracketed eaves, oversize windows at the first floor level, and large full or wraparound porches. 
0\]e significant cluster is situated along Woodbridge Street, an area which developed into a 

residential district after 1860. Good examples include 18-20, 42-44, and 74 Woodbridge Street 
(IF#256, 259, 262), all constructed c. 1860-1870. Gothic Revival-style residences also stand on 

this street, including #58 and 68, constructed in 1876 (1F#260, 261). Though re-sided and with 
so(llewhat altered windows and porches, they nonetheless retain the massing, multiple steeply 
pitched gables, and bay windows representative of this type of architecture. 

In the second half of the nineteenth century Manchester builders erected a great range of houses 

employing a variety of picturesque styles. In addition, they instituted several important changes 

in construction techniques. Balloon framing replaced post-and-beam construction. At the same 
time, old-fashioned granite slab or fieldstone foundations typically gave way to brick, though a 
few of the most significant structures of the late nineteenth century utilized foundations of 

rockfaced granite or brownstone ashlar. One of the new architectural styles which appeared in 
the post-Civil War era, the Second Empire mode, was a closely related successor to the 
Italianate, and combined Renaissance detailing with the French mansard roof. This distinctive 

feature exhibits a pronounced dual pitch, being nearly flat at the upper plane, and nearly vertical 
at the lower, creating additional headroom at the second-floor or attic level. The lower plane of 

the roof is frequently pierced by dormers, often round-arched in the Italianate style. More 
substantial versions of the style employed slate as the roof covering of choice. North Manchester 
contains a few good examples of this type, including 422 North Main Street (1F#169, 
c.1870-1880) and 34-36 Woodbridge Street (1F#258, c.l873), both substantial two-family 
houses, each containing a large tv.ro-story central block flanked by one-and-one-half or two-story 
Wings. 

After 1880 charming, asymmetrical Queen Anne houses began appearing on the streets of North 
Manchester, derived from earlier Gothic and Stick-style residences. Distinguishing features 

included complex roofs, prominent vergeboards, decorative shinglework, cutaway comers, bay 
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134 Oakland Street (Frank Hall House), Queen Anne Style, c. 1890. 

104 Main Street (Peter Adams House), 

Colonial Revival Style, c. 1890. 
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windows, engaged two- and three-story towers, and large porches with turned columns, 

bracketed eaves, and spindle friezes. The survey area contains several excellent examples of this 

picturesque style, many in a fine state of preservation, retaining most or all of their original 

detailing. One of the most elaborate, the c. 1890 Frank Hall House at 134 Oakland Street 

(IF#I94), exhibits a virtual catalogue of Queen Anne design elements, including an elaborately 

detailed comer porch, decorative shinglework in the gable peak, handsome vergeboard, sawn 

eaves brackets, bay windows, and bracketed window entablatures. Similarly attractive are 

contemporary houses at 87 and 118 Main Street (IF#I03, 109). The former, the Norman Foster 

House, erected c. 1891, utilizes a complex gable roof, elaborate wraparound porch, decorative 

shinglework, heavily molded vergeboards, an outstanding ornament in the gable peak, and lavish 

use of horizontal and vertical stickwork, a feature borrowed from the contemporary Stick style of 

architecture. The very substantial Dr. Franklin Adams House at 118 Main Street, constructed in 

1881, rests on a rockfaced ashlar foundation, and exhibits an elaborate entry porch with bulbous 

turned columns, solid sawn brackets, and pedimented gabled peak, features reflecting the spirit 

of English design theorist Charles Eastlake. 

Further examples of this popular architectural style can be found elsewhere in the survey area. 

Two fine buildings stand at 271 and 303 Woodbridge Street (IF#267, 269), both built in 1896 by 

children of James Palmer on land acquired from the Griswold family a decade earlier. Both are 

substantial frame structures, nicely detailed and proportioned, the latter with a large projecting 

two-story entry tower. The house at 9-11 Strickland Street (IF#220), constructed in 1902, shows 

how the Queen Anne style could easily be adapted for multiple-family dwellings, in this case 

utilizing a complex gable roof, eaves brackets, and cutaway comers. Another tum-of-the-century 

multiple-family dwelling at 151-153 Center Street (lF#l6) employs a similar range of stylistic 

details. 

At the end of the nineteenth century yet another architectural style, the Colonial Revival, began 

gaining adherents. Based on a mixture of early American design elements, especially those of the 

Georgian and Federal eras, it quickly garnered immense popularity and dominated building 

styles for the next half century. Adaptable to many uses, the Colonial Revival was employed for 

homes, commercial structures, schools, and municipal buildings. Specific elements included 

Palladian windows, classical porticos and entry porches, multipane double-hung sash, and 

pedimented gables, all chosen to recreate the feel and ambience of earlier homes, but without 

offering exact copies. The most substantial example of this architectural style within the survey 

area stands at 104 Main Street (IF# l 06), the Peter Adams House, erected c. 1890 by one of 

Manchester's leading industrialists. This large home rests on a rockfaced ashlar foundation and 

is dominated by a massive two-story classical portico with pedimented gable, molded eaves, and 

semicircular window with spoke-and-swag muntins in the peak. Other features include a 

wraparound porch with stout Tuscan columns and dentil course at the eaves. 
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The tum-of-the-century era also witnessed a dramatic increase in the number of two- and 

three-family houses erected throughout the district to accommodate the town's burgeoning 

population. These substantial units, nearly all of frame construction, employed a variety of 

architectural styles and detailing. Queen Anne elements -included elaborate porches with turned 

columns and bracketed eaves, complex roofs, and decorative shinglework in gable peaks. Other 

homes utilized various Colonial Revival features, including Tuscan columns, pedimented gables, 

and keyed circular and elliptical stairwell windows. Still others lacked significant detailing, and 

fall into the loosely defined vernacular category. Good examples can be found in a number of 

locations, with large clusters along Center Street and North Street. One of the best preserved 

vernacular two-family houses stands at 3 I -33 Golway Street (IF#35) in the Union Village district 

of North Manchester. Oriented with the long elevation to the street, this gable-roofed frame 

structure was erected in 1891. Decorative features include a six-bay facade, full-width 

hip-roofed porch, twin offset chimneys, and entry doors with paired round-arched glass panels. 

In addition to residences dating from the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the survey 
area contains several important and substantial brick-masonry industrial structures which 

document the pivotal role in the local economy played by manufacturing. The include the c.1883 
Italianate-Romanesque Mather/Bon Ami factory on Hilliard Street (IF#58), the 1903 Goetz 

Bakery/CarlyleJohnson Factory on Main Street (IF#98), and the c. 1890 Manchester Herald 

printing plant (IF#56). Two other significant masonry industrial structures also survive, the 

Case/Roger paper mill on Mill Street (IF# 143) and the Ape! store on Oakland Street (IF# 189). As 
a group they exhibit most of the design details which typified industrial buildings of the period: 

corbel· tables, segmental-arch windows, shallow gable roofs, and brick-pier sidewall 

construction. 

Continuous population growth in the first three decades of the twentieth century, combined with 

construction of a local trolley system which linked up with the Hartford and Rockville interurban 

line, led to intensified real estate development and the emergence of in-town suburban streets 

and neighborhoods dominated by single-family homes. Introduction of the automobile 

strengthened the trend. Cambridge, Henry, and Hollister Streets typifY this sort of neighborhood. 

Manchester's suburban neighborhoods tended to emerge rather quickly and many new streets 

filled with houses within four or five years. Developers generally constructed only a few types of 

dwellings, virtually all in the three or four most popular contemporary styles. On any given 

street, houses tended to be of similar size (and price) and most residential lots were relatively 

small, approximately 50 feet by 100 or 150 feet. Virtually none of the homes were 

architect-designed. Instead, local builders adopted and adapted plans from stock catalogues, and 

the same house was constructed over and over throughout the area. Due to the automobile's 
growing importance in virtually all aspects of life, early suburban neighborhoods also contained 

large numbers of garages, and many period buildings dating to the 1920s and 1930s survive, 
often with hip or clipped gable roofs and original doors. 
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By far the most popular building style employed by developers in suburban Manchester in the 

early twentieth century was what has come to be known as the Colonial, a simplified version of 

the contemporary Colonial Revival. Typical Colonial residences constructed after 1910 stand 

two stories tall, oriented with the long elevation to the street. They incorporate central entries, 

often with sidelights and elliptical transoms or sunburst motifs, and normally employ gabled 

entry porches with Tuscan or square columns and molded eaves. In some cases a gabled entry 

hood supported by massive shaped or knee brackets substitutes for the full porch. Builders 

commonly chose clapboards or wood shingles for sheathing. Window sash is generally of 

six-over-one or eight-over-one configuration arranged in a balanced three-bay (and less often, 

five-bay) facade. Designers frequently grouped window sash to the right and left of the entry 

creating two and three-part combinations, a six-over-one central panel flanked by four-over-one 

sash being the most common. While some buildings employ central chimneys, end chimneys 

appear far more frequently, a feature which facilitates inclusion of a spacious central hallway. 

One-story side porches and wings, either open or enclosed, occasionally with balustrade above, 

also constitute a typical design element 

Decorative details modeled on Georgian and Federal precedents include molded eaves and 

cornices with returns and quarter-round windows in the gable peak flanking an external 

chimney. An excellent example of these five-bay homes appears in an advertisement placed in 

the 1923-1924 city directory by Robert Smith, the same notice which announced development of 

his Elizabeth Park subdivision. One of the most substantial and handsome of these homes was 

erected in 1913 at 63 Henry Street for Scott Simon (IF#40), a principal officer of the 

Carlyle-Johnson Machine Company. More modest examples include the Howard Keeney, 

William Allen, and Edwin Carter Houses, all of which stand on Henry Street, built between 1929 

and 1938 (IF#48, 50, 51). The Bentley School at 57 Hollister Street (IF#67), erected in the 

mid-1920s, also employs the Colonial Revival design vocabulary, particularly the central entry. 

with prominent classical surround. 

Dutch Colonial houses proved second only to Manchester's side-gabled Georgian or Federal 

Revival homes in popularity. Dutch Colonial houses employ a signature gambrel roof, often with 

full-width shed dormers and solid-paneled shutters. Such buildings are almost universally 

oriented with the long elevation to the street and utilize a central centry incorporating a small 

gabled entry porch with Tuscan (or square) columns or a gabled, (occasionally arched), entry 

hood supported by heavy brackets. External end chimneys and one-story side porches are also 

common design elements. These houses enjoyed their greatest popularity between 1920 and 

1935. The survey area contains numerous fine examples, including 102, 185, 209, and 232 Henry 

Street, 136 Hollister Street, and 28 Strickland Street, all built between 1924 and 1930 (IF#45, 52, 

54, 55, 70, 222). 

Though not quite as popular as the two-story Colonial Revival house or its Dutch Colonial 
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13-15 Russell Street, Foursquare-type Two-family Residence, c. 1901. 
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264 Main Street (Judge William Hyde House), 
Craftsman-style Bungalow, c. 19 I 7. 
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cousin, the picturesque English Cottage of the 1920s and 1930s, a suburban single-family variant 
of the Tudor Revival style, nonetheless appears in modest numbers in the survey area. Loosely 
based on British precedents from the late medieval period and sheathed with stucco, brick, 
clapboards, or shingles, they typically incorporaie asymmetrical, intersecting gable roofs, large 
street-facing cross gables and steeply gabled entry porches, patterned or skintled brickwork, 
stone accents, flared rooflines, large external chimneys, often centered in the street elevation, 
decorative half-timbering, and casement windows. Round brick or flat pointed Tudor arches 
delineate the entries. As with other revival styles popular at the time, most English cottages were 
constructed between 1920 and 1935. Several good examples of the Picturesue Cottage style can 
be found in the survey area, including the c. 1929 Dougan House at 96 Washington Street 
(IF#249) and the c. 1929 Tingley House at 26 Phelps Road (IF#200). More substantial still is the 
nicely detailed c. 1920 Quish House/Funeral Parlor which stands on Main Street (IF#123). 

Another building style encountered in many parts of the survey area is the Arts and Crafts, or 
Craftsman, Bungalow. The late nineteenth/early-twentieth-century Arts and Crafts movement 
found architectural expression in the Craftsman style, especially the work of California designers 
Charles and Henry Greene, and popularizer Gustave Stickley. Their house designs were 
disseminated widely in architectural pattern books and popular magazines, and formed one of 
the largest categories of manufactured houses sold by Sears, Roebuck, and Company and its 
many competitors. Craftsman Bungalows, the most common Arts and Crafts type, are usually 
one-and-one-half stories tall, often rest on cobblestone foundations, and typically exhibit 
low-pitched gable roofs, ganged windows, exposed rafter tails, prominent eaves brackets, and a 
substantial shed or gable dormer in the center of the street elevation. They are nearly always 
oriented with the long elevation to the street and incorporate full-width integral front porches 
with stout battered (tapered) or cobblestone columns. Bay windows are rectangular.in plan and 
often shed-roofed. More modest Craftsman cottages employ similar detailing in a simplified, 
gable-end structure. Manchester builders erected many Craftsman Bungalows in the early 
decades of the twentieth century, ranging from simple examples with few decorative flourishes, 
to substantial homes with elaborate porches, bays, gables, and shinglework. Representative 
examples include the c. 1926 Nelson House at 93 Hollister Street (IF#68) and the c. 1917 home 
of Judge William Hyde at 264 Main Street (IF#I25). 

Yet another suburban building type encountered throughout the survey area is the American 
Foursquare, a form which evolved from the Midwestern Prairie style and offered the maximum 
amount of livable space per construction dollar. Generally square, as the name implies, and 
standing two stories tall, they appear in many guises, incorporating Colonial Revival, Prairie, 
Craftsman, and Shingle design elements. Typical features include full-width front porches, hip 
roofs, broad eaves, and gable or hip roof dormers in the left, right, and street elevations. 
Nationally, these houses enjoyed their J,>Teatest popularity between 1900 and 1920, though many 
continued to be built until the late 1920s. In Manchester and other Connecticut industrial 
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93 Phelps Road (Clarence Gustafson House) 
Minimal Traditional Style, 1938. 
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communities they retained their popularity until the Depression. Foursquares proved equally 

functional as either one- and two-family homes. Excellent local examples include the c. 190 I 

two-family residence at 13-15 Russell Street (IF#204) and the c. 1917 Shea House at 25 Strant 

Street (IF#219). 

Onset of the Great Depression brought residential construction in Manchester to a virtual halt for 

several years. Introduction of the Cape Cod type in the mid-1930s provided the only real 

exception to this rule. Capes are one or one-and-one-half-story residences, with gable roofs and 

central entries, oriented with the long elevation to the street. They often incorporate a bit of 

Colonial-inspired detailing, especialy the entry surrounds. 18 Grove Street (IF#36,) erected in 

1940, well represents this type. In a few cases builders also erected simple homes which have 

come to be defined as "Minimal Traditional" types, modest residences often derived from more 

substantial Tudor Revival and Picturesque Cottage predecessors. IdentifYing features include 

large chimneys and front-facing gables. An unusually good example, the c. 1938 Gustafson 

House at 93 Phelps Road (IF#20 1 ), employs a complex gable roof, external chimney, skintled 

brickwork, and a gabled wall dormer. 

After World War II construction activity revived throughout the area, with Capes and simple 

Colonial houses the styles of choice. They were soon joined in the 1950s by Ranches, Raised 

Ranches, Split Levels, and other more contemporary forms. Today the core of the survey area is 

largely dominated by houses built between 1900 and 1940, with infil lots and outlying streets 

given over to post-war construction. Though many earlier homes have been enlarged through use 

of dormers and additions, or have received artificial siding or new windows, such changes have 

been generally modest, and neighborhoods still reflect their pre-w,ar ambience. 

29 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Atlas of Hartford and Tolland Counties, Connecticut. Hartford, CT: Baker and Tilden, 1869. 

Bower's Manchester Directory. Manchester, CT: Arthur Bowers, 1888-1912. 

Buckley, William Edward. A New England Pattern. Chester, CT: Pequot Press, 1973. 

Burpee, Charles W. History of Hartford, County, Connecticut 1633-1928. Chicago: S. J. Clarke, 
1928 

Directmy of the Town of Manchester. Manchester, CT: Herald Printing Co., 1913-1920. 

Johnson's Professional and Business Direct01y. Hartford: Johnson Publishing, 1901. 

Lewis, Barbara, Historical and Architectural Resources Survey of Manchester, Connecticut: 
Main Street and East Side Neighborhood Town of Manchester, 1983. 

Manchester Cily Directo1y. New Haven, CT: Price and Lee, 1923-1950. 

Manchester, Map of prepared for Cheney Brothers by Eli Bissell, 1849. 

Manchester, Map of 1896. prepared by H. R. Fitch for Bower's Manchester Directory, 1896. 

Sanborn Map Company. Insurance Maps of Manclzester and South Manchester, Connecticut. 
New York: n.p. 1896, 1901, 1911, 1919, 1926. 

Spiess, Matthias, and Percy W. Bidwell. 77ze History of Manchester, Connecticut. South 
Manchester, CT: Centennial Committee, 1924. 

Town of Manchester. Assessor's Records. 

Town of Manchester. Land Records. 

Trumbul, James H. The Memorial Hist01y of Hartford County. Boston: E. L. Osgood, 1888. 

View of Manchester, CT. Boston: 0. Bailey, 1880. 

30 

r 

I 

I 

[_ 



II 

�' 

I 

I 

RECO�NDATIONSFOR 

NATIONAL REGISTER STUDY 

Upon completion of this report it is recommended that certain properties be nominated for 

inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places, and that a formal National Register study 

be initiated for each of them. Those properties which should be considered individually include: 

The MATHER/BON AMI FACTORY complex at 65-85 Hilliard Street (IF#57, 58. 60) contains 
several well-preserved brick-masonry industrial structures, the original c. 1885 Mather/Bon Ami 
factory being the most significant. Mather was a pioneering manufacturer of electrical 
equipment, while the Bon Ami company produced a household cleaning product known 
throughout the country. The building itself is an outstanding example of late nineteenth-century 
industrial masonry construction. 

The METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH/FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST at 447 
North Main Street (IF#170) is an excellent example of Greek Revival architecture. The church 
was erected at the same ·time North Manchester experienced rapid growth due to construction of 
the railroad and expansion of the nearby Union Manufacturing Company cotton mills. 

The MANCHESTER NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY is a fine example of 1920s military 
construction (in the streamlined Military Gothic style, closely related to emerging Art Deco 
idioms), the work of the New London firm of Payne and Keefe. Completed in 1927, it remains in 
use today. Both the exterior and interior fabric are largely intact. 

In addition to these individual properties, surveyor also recommends that the neighborhood 
known as UNION VILLAGE, roughly bounded by Union, North, Kerry, and Golway Streets, be 
considered for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places as an historic district. Most 
of the dwellings situated in this neighborhood were constructed c. 1845-1860 as company 
housing for the Union Cotton Mills. Though many have been altered to some degree--windows 
replaced, new siding, porches and decorative details altered--most of the residences identified on 
period maps survive, thus forming a cohesive and extensive assemblage of 
mid-nineteenth-century worker housing. 
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INDEX TO SITES, PHOTOGRAPHS, AND SLIDES 

The pages included in the _following index are arranged in the format outlined below. The 

various sites surveyed are listed alpha-numerically, by street name first, and then by assigned 

street number in ascending order. Additional information includes the estimated construction 

date, the file numbers of the photographic view, the orientation of the photographic view, and 

the file number of the corresponding slide. 

(Street Name) 

Site 

Number 

Street 

Number 

Construction · 

Date 

Photo

Roll:Neg 

Photo 

View 

Slide 

Number 

(Construction dates are based on information filed at the Manchester Assessor's Office, 

Manchester Land Records, oral history, other documentary ecidence, and visual inspection. In 

most cases they represent the best estimate possible based on available evidence.) 

NOTE: In addition to the sites surveyed and inventoried in this report, an Addendum of 

Previously Surveyed Sites has been appended following this index. The Addendum includes 

survey forms, questionnaires, and related maps and materials where appropriate. 
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Site Street Construction Photo- Photo Slide 

I 
Number Number Date Roll:Neg View Number 

BENTON STREET 

I 1. 19 1923 6:11 NE 
2. 60 1917 6:12 NW 

II 
� 

69-71 .) , 1925 6:13 NE 

II 
BIGELOW STREET 

4. 21 1898 3:4 N 

, I 
5. 42 1903 3:2 sw 
6. 45-47 1910 3:3 N 

. I BROOKFIELD STREET 

7. 25 1921 6:8 NE 
8. 36 1928 6:6 NW 
9. 43 1925 6:7 NE 

I 
CAMBRIDGE STREET 1-

; I 10. 14-16 1922 4:33 sw 

11. 32 1917 4:34 sw 

I 12. 66 1916 4:35 sw 

13. 67-69 1915 5:2,3 N,N 
14. 70 1915 4:36 sw 

I 

I 
CENTER STREET 

15. 117-119 1897 1:7 NE 
16. 151-153 c. l900 1:6 NE 

, I 17. 169 c.1875 1:5 N 
18 173-175 1889 1:4 N 
19. 183-185 c.1900 1:3 N 

II 20 . 203-205 c.1910 1:2 NE 

. I DELMONT STREET 

21. 51 1923 2:33; 3:16 NE,NW 
22. 68 1927 2:35; 3:18 SE,SW 
23. 71 1925 2:34; 3:17 NE,NW 
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Site 
Number 

Street 
Number 

EARL STREET 

24. 32 

EDWARD STREET 

25. 25 
26. 41-43 

ELROSTREET 

27. 57-59 

FLOWER STREET 

28. 
29. 

34 
43 

GOLWAYSTREET 

30. 9-11 
31. 16 
32. 19 
33. 23 
34. 24 
35. 31-33 

GROVE STREET 

36. 18 
37. 37-39 

HAYNES STREET 

38. 104 

Construction 
Date 

1942 

1896 
1923 

1924 

1899 
1918 

1920 
1876 
1922 
1930 
1931 
1891 

1940 
1920 

c.1915 

34 

Photo
Roll:Neg 

6:16 

7:36A 
7:36 

5:31 

5:32 
5:33 

8:13 
8:12 
8:14 
8:15 
8:11 
8:16 

7:15 
7:13,14 

3:15 

Photo 
View 

NE 

NE 

NE 

sw 

NE 

SE 

N 
sw 

NE 

N 
sw 

NE 

sw 

N,NW 

s 

Slide 
Number 

1 

2 

I 
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Site Street Construction Photo- Photo Slide 

I 
Number Number Date Roii:Neg View Number 

HEMLOCK STREET 

I 39. 21-23 1914 7:25 N 

1 

I 

ll HENRY STREET 

40. 63 1913 1:33 N 
' 

I 
_, 

41. 74 1922 2:16 SE 

l 
42. 80 1917 2:15 SE 

, I 
43. 90 1921 2:14 SE 

44. 99 1920 2:2 NE 

45. 102 1927 2:13 SE 

, I 
46. 114 1923 2:12 SE 

47. 118 1922 2: II SE 

48. 119 1938 2:3 NE 

I 
49. 124 1920 2:!0 SE 

50. 165 1929 2:4 NE 

51. 173 1930 2:5 NE 

I 
52. 185 1929 2:6 NE 

53. 205 1930 2:7 N 

I; I 
54. 209 1930 2:8 N 

55. 232 1930 2:9 SE 

I 
HILLIARD STREET 

56. 10 c.l890 4:14 sw 4 

I 
57. 65 1938 1:11 NE 

58. 71 1883 1:10 NE 5 

59. 80-82 c.1918 4:15 s 

i 60. 85 1913 1:9 N 

61. 88-90 1918 4:16 sw 

62. 168-170 1918 4:17 sw 

I 
HOLLISTER STREET 

! I 63. 19 1920 2:25 NE 

64. 18-20 c.1927-1928 2:32 SE 

I 65. 31 c. 1920-1923 2:26 NE 

66. 37 1922 2:27 NE 

67. 57 1926 2:28 NE 6 

\ 68. 93 1926 2:29 NE 

69. 117 1925 2:30 N 
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Site Street Construction 
Number Number Date 

HOLLISTER STREET, cont. 

70. 136 

HUDSON STREET 

71. 19-21 
72. 22 
73. 29 
74. 30 
75. 35 
76. 38 
77. 39 
78. 45 
79. 46 
80. 53-55 
81. 54 
82. 66 

KERRY STREET 

83. 11-13 
84. I2-14 
85. 15-17 
86. 25-27 
87. 29-31 

KNOX STREET 

88. 
89. 

13-15 
24-26 

LILLEY STREET 

90. 9-11 
91. 21-23 
92. 31 

1929 

1876 
1876 
c.1860 
I876 
I876 
I886 
1867 
I860 
1886 
I876 
1886 
1886 

189I 
1851 
C. I 850 
c.1850 
c.1850 

1920 
1910 

1914 
1916 
1916 
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Photo-
Roll: Neg 

2:31 

4:2 
4:13 
4:3 
4:I2 
4:4 
4:1 I 
4:5 
4:6 
4:IO 
4:7 
4:9 
4:8 

8:34 
8:33 
8:35 
8:36 
8:36A 

7:28 
7:27 

5:36 
5:36A 
7:30 

Photo 
View 

SE 

NW 

sw 

N 
sw 

N 
sw 

N 
N 
s 

N 
sw 

sw 

NW 

sw 

NW 

NW 

NW 

NE 

NW 

NE 

NE 

N 

Slide 
Number 
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Site Street Construction Photo- Photo Slide 
Nwnber Number Date Roll:Neg View Number 

I 
LYDALLSTREET 

i I 93. 7 1862 7:7 N 
94. 16 1926 7:8 sw 

i I 
MAIN STREET 

II 95. 23 c.1850-1860 1:12 NE 7 
96. 29 c.1900 1:13 E 

I 
97. 32 c.1920 4:1 NW 8 
98. 52 1903 3:36A NW 9 
99. 55 1857 1:14 E 

I 
100. 70 1896 3:36 NW 10 
101. 72 c.1850 3:35 NW 
102. 81 1891 1:15 NE 
103. 87 1891 1:16 NE 
104. 89-91 1889 1:17 NE 
105. 97-99 1886 1:18 NE 

.I 
106. 104 c.1890 3:34 NW 11 
107. 110 1900 3:33 w 
108. [ 18 1881 3:32 w 12 

I 
109. 133 c.1900 1:19 E 
110. 146-148 1896 3:30,31 NW,NW 
111. 156 1855 3:29 w 

I 
112. 160 c.1910 3:28 NW 
113. 168 1897 3:26.27 NW 
114. 169 1876 1:20 E 
115. 174 1887 3:25 NW 
116. 175 1919 1:21 NE 
117. 179-181 1886 1:22 E 

. I 
118. 180 c.1850 3:23,24 NW,NW 13 
119. 185 1913 1:23 NE 
120. 200 c.1860 3:22 NW 

I 
121. 201 1846 1:24 sw 14 
122. 217 c.1890 1:25 w 
123. 225 1920 1:26 NW 

i I 
124. 263 1912 1:27 w 
125. 264 1917 3:21 NW 15 
126. 267 1915 1:28 w 
127. 271 1920 1:29 w 
128. 280 1918 3:20 NW 

-� 129. 286-288 1915 3:19 w 16 

37 



Site Street Construction Photo- Photo Slide 

Number Number Date Roll:Neg View Number 

MARBLE STREET 

130. 12-14 1893 9:6 NW 

131. 20 1926 9:5 NW 

132. 28 1897 9:4 NW 

133. 34-36 1907 9:3 NW 

134. 37 c.1890 9:2 NE 

135. 43 c.1877 9:1 sw I 

MATHER STREET 

136. 45-47 1925 6:17 NW 

137. 66 1929 6:18 sw 

MIDDLE TURNPIKE EAST 

138. 318 1930 1:8 sw 

MILL STREET 

139. 37 1896 7:31 N 

140 .. 43 1891 7:32 N 

141. 67-69 1900 7:33 N 

142. 79 1895 7:34 N 

143. 96 c.1890-1900 7:35 sw 

NEWMAN STREET 

144. 13-15 1902 7:26 NE 

NORTH STREET 

145. 24 c.1850-1860 8:17 NW � 
146. 35 1876 8:31 E 

147. 36-38 c.1900 8:18 NW 

F 148. 43-45 1851 8:30 NE 
� 

149. 50-52 c.1900 8:19 NW 

150. 53 1915 8:29 NE 

[ 151. 57-59 1911 8:28 NE 

152. 62-64 1851 8:20 NW 

I 
38 



I 
i 

Site Street Construction Photo- Photo Slide 

I 
Number Number Date Roll:Neg View Number 

NORTH STREET, cont. 

; I 153. 65 1916 8:27 NE 

154. 74-76 1851 8:21 NW 

II 
155. 81 1922 8:26 NE 

156. 83-87 c.1900 8:25 NE 

157. 86-88 1851 8:22 NW 

II 
158. 93-95 1914 8:24 NE 

159. 94-96 1851 8:23 NW 

.I NORTH ELM STREET 

I 
160. 15 1877 6:26 NE 

161. 45-47 1906 6:27 NE 

162. 174 1926 6:29 NW 

I 
163. 208 1897 6:28 NW 

, I NORTH MAIN STREET 

164. 385 1889 . 5:20 N 17 

, I 165. 387 c.1890 5:19 N 
166. 404 c.1830 5:8 sw 18 
167. 405 c.1825 5:18 N 19 

, I 168. 411 c.1900 5:17 N 
169. 422 c.1870-1880 5:9 sw 
170. 424 c.1840 5:10 sw 

I 171. 4�� c.1840 5:16 N ;).) 

172. 447 1851 5:15 N 20 
173. 448 1851 5:11 sw 

. I 174. 454 1860 5:12 sw 
175. 477 c.1830 5:14 NE 

I NORTH SCHOOL STREET 

I 176. 45 1914 5:30 NE 21 
177. 54 c.1850-1860 5:21 w 
178. 117-119 1907 5:29 sw 

', I 179. 125 1897 5:28 sw 
180. 134 c.1900 5:22 N 
181. 139 1939 5:27 sw 
182. 147 1887 5:26 sw 
183. 146-148 c.1850 5:23 NE 
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Site Street Construction Photo- Photo Slide 

Number Number Date Roii:Neg View Number I 
NORTH SCHOOL STREET, cont 

I 
184. 154 1897 5:24 NE 

185. 162 1897 5:25 NE 

I 
OAKLAND STREET 

I 
186. 3 1880 4:18 NE 

187. 9-11 1920 4:22 NE 

188. 15-17 1886 4:32 E 

189. 35 1888 4:31 NE 

190. 67. 1901 4:30 E 

191. 122 c.1860-1880 4:24 w 

192. 129 1880 4:29 E 

193. 133 1876 4:28 NE 

I 194. 134 1890 4:23 w 22 

195. 139 1914 4:26 NE 

196. 144 c.1880 4:25 NW 

I 197. 149 c.l871 4:27 NE 

OXFORD STREET 

198. 124 1930 5:4 sw 23 

PHELPS ROAD 

199. 20 1926 6:22 NW 

200. 26 1929 6:20 NW 24 

201. 93 1938 6:19 NE 25 

PJNE HILL STREET I_ 
202. 16-18 c.l900 7:12 sw 

b 203. 20-22 1867 7:11 sw 

RUSSELL STREET F 
204. 13-15 1901 3:13 N 26 

L 205. 20-22 1904 3:5 sw 

206. 25-27 1914 3:14 NE 
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Site Street Construction 
Number Number Date 

RUSSELL STREET, cont. 

207. 28-30 1912 
208. 34-36 1916 

II 
209. 40-42 1901 
210. 46-48 1914 
211. 52-54 1912 

11 
212. 110 1924 
213. 111-113 1917 

.I ST�ATHER STREET 

214. 18 1901 
215. 69-71 1917 
216. 74 1897 

STOCK PLACE 

. I 217. 19-21 1847 

: I STRA.t'i'T STREET 

I 218. 17-19 c.1900 
219. 25 1917 

I STRICKLAND STREET 

.I 220. 9-11 1902 
221. 23 1929 

. I 
222 . 28 1924 

[ I 
STRONG STREET 

223 . 14 1925 

. · 
I 

SUMMIT STREET 

224. 14-16 1912 
225. 31 1897 
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3:11 
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6:25 
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1:31 
1:30 
1:32 

7:16 

6:1 
6:3 
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Site Street 
Number Number 

SUMMIT STREET, cont. 

226. 138 

TROTTER STREET 

227. 24-26 

UNION STREET 

228. 13 
229. 23 

230. 34-36 
231. 39 
232. 44-46 

233. 47 
234. 61-63 
235. 81 
236. 131-133 

237. 149 

WADSWORTH STREET 

238. 

239. 

14-16 

20-22 

Construction 
Date 

1923 

1899 

1847 

1847 

1844 

1847 

c.1850 

1847 

1780/1897 

1847 

1847 

c.1845 

1911 

1898 

WADSWORTH STREET EAST 

240. 

241. 

162-164 

186 

WALKER STREET 

. 242. 23 
243. 30-32 

WASHINGTON STREET 

244. 17 

1924 

1924 

1920 

1920 

1905 
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Site Street Construction 
Number Number Date 

WASHINGTON STREET, cont. 

245. 35 
246. 36-38 

i I 
247. 41 
248. 92 
249. 96 

II 
250. 114 
251. 124 

WilLIAM STREET 

I 
252. 18-20 
253. 28-30 

l 254. 38 

I 
WOOD LANE 

. I 255. 10 

WOODBRIDGE STREET 

256. 18-20 
257. 28 
258. 34 
259. 42-44 
260. 58 
261. 68 

. I 262. 74 
263. 102-104 
264. 142 

I 265. 166 
266. 211 

I 
267. 271 
268. 302 
269. 303 
270. 307 

! WOODLAND STREET 
' 

' 

• I 

I 

271. 24-26 

1929 
1923 
1921 
1926 
1929 
1923 
1927 

1869 
1889 
1890 

1910 

c.1870 
1981 
1873 
1860 
1876 
c.l876 
1869 
1891 
1840 
c.1900 
c.1867 
1896 
1860 
1896 
1928 

c.1840 

Photo- Photo Slide 
Roll:Neg View Number 

5:6,2:18 NE,NE 
2:24 sw 

5:7; 2:19 NE,NE 
2:23 sw 

2:22 sw 

2:21 sw 

2:20 sw 

4:21 sw 

4:20 sw 

4:19 sw 

8:32 sw 

7:2 sw 

7:1 sw 

6:36 sw 

6:35 sw 

6:34 sw 

6:33 sw 

6:32 sw 

6:31 sw 

6:30 sw 

7:10 NW 
7:3 NE 
7:4 N 
7:9 sw 

7:5 NE 
7:6 NE 

7:23 sw 
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Site Street Construction Photo- Photo Slide 
Number Number Date Roll:Neg View Number 

WOODLAND STREET, cont. 

272. 27 1897 7:22 NW 

273. 33 1886 7:21 N 

! 274. 39 1825 7:20 N 
275. 46 1913 7:24 sw 

276. 59 1890 7:17 N 

I 277. 87 1923 7:19 N 
278. 112-114 1920 7:18 sw 
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Addendum of Previously Surveyed Sites 

The following section contains materials concerning sites and resources previously surveyed, but 

not incorporated into larger neighborhood and town studies. These include: 

Center Park 

Center Spring Park 

Manchester Alms House/Police Station 239 Middle Turnpike East 

Manchester Annory, 330 Main Street 

Children's Fountain, Center Park 

DAR Fountain, Center Park 

Soldiers Monument, Center Park 

World War I Memorial Plaque, 61 Haynes Street 
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HISTORIC MUNICIPAL PARKS 
SURVEY FORM 

(page 1) 

IDENTIFICATION 

Town: Manchester 

Name (Common): Center Park 

Name (Historic): Center Park (includes the former Monument Park) 

Place (Neighborhood or Village): Manchester 

Address or Location: Main Street 

UTM Coordinates: 18/705900/4627500 

size: approximately 7 acres 

Da·te or Period: 1876-1912 

style: naturalistic 

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT/DESIGNERS 

Original Landscape Architect/Planner/Designer: unknown 

·Alteration Landscape Architect/Planner/Designer: James s. Klar 
and Associates. 

Contractor: 

Engineer: J. Frank Bowen, Town Engineer (1934) 

Client/Community Group: Town of Manchester 

OWNER/ADMINISTRATOR 

Name: Town.of Manchester 

Department: Park Division 

Street Address: 41 Center Street, P.O. Box 191 

City: Manchester, CT 06645-0191. 



HISTORIC MUNICIPAL PARKS SURVEY FORM (page 2) 

Contact Name: George Murphy, superintendent of Parks 

Telephone: 203-647-3222 

DESCRIPTION 

Condition: __ Excellent 
_x_Good 
__ Fair 
__ Deteriorated 
__ severely 

Deteriorated 

THREATS ·TO PARK 

Changes: __ Unaltered 
_x_Altered 
_x_Added to 
__ Loss of Features 

__ Not Known 
__ Urban Renewal· 

__ Roadways 

___ Deterioration 
___ Zoning 

__ Private Development 
_x_._Vandalism · 

OVERALL DESCRIPTION 

___ ·Other 

Center Park, covering approximately 7 acres, is located in the 
center of Manchester and is bounded by Main street on the east,. 
Myrtle street on the south, Linden street ·on the west, and Center 
street on the n.orth (see attach.e!l ·sketch map). The park's 
surroundings, which are a mixture of commercial, civic, ·and 
residential uses, reflect its central location. Across Center 
Street are the Town Hall, Central Fire station, and Center 
Congregational Church; along Main street is a densely developed 
business district; and along Linden and Myrtle streets are homes 
dating from the late-19th and early-20th centuries. 

The terrain is a significant feature. The grounds roll gently 
downward in a southeasterly direction from Center and Linden 
streets, but at the point where Chestnut Street terminates at the 
park the land rises upward, at first gently and then more 
sharply, to a hill (elevation 106 feet above sea level) that 
dominates the park and surroundings. Centered on· the hill top is 
a memorial flagpole (c.1915) with paved plaza (note 1). 

Center Park's landscaping is extensive and varied, with the 
topography playing a defining role. The hill is densely tree
covered, while the area to the north is dotted with trees around 
the large oval lawn. Deciduous trees of many varietie·s are 
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HISTORIC MUNICIPAL PARKS SURVEY FORM (page 3) 

represented, while on the steep eastern slope of the hill is a 
massing of conifers. several trees near the northeast corner of 
the public library were honored by the Connecticut Botanical 
Society in 1987 as the state's largest examples of their species 
(note 2). Some ornamental trees and shrubs are also present, 
placed randomly either in groupings (e.g., around the park's 
monuments and buildings) or along walks (e.g., the pear trees 
lining the walk from Linden street to the flagpole). 

The built improvements, comprising buildings and monuments, are 
also extensive. Winding through the grounds from the perimeter 
sidewalks on all sides is a curvilinear system of walks. The 
park contains two significant public buildings, the Mary Cheney 
Library (1937, 1961; survey form attached ) facing Main Street 
and the Probate Court (built 1896 as the Hall of Records; survey 
form attached) facing Center Street. 

At the northeast and northwest entrances are the town's Civil War 
monument (1877, survey form attached) and the modest D.A.R. 
Revolutionary War. monument (c. 1910; see note 3), respectively. 
Just east of the Probate Court is a Spanish-American War monument 
(granite block; c.1940). The Children's Fountain, ornamented 
with a sculpture of dancing bears (c.1910, survey form attached; 
see note 4) is positioned at the park's Main Street entrance 
south of the library. At the steps leading up to the flagpole 
terrace from the north is a plaque stating that the landscaping 
in the vicinity honors Mary Olmstead Chapman (1879-1956), former 
chair of the Manchester Parks Commission. Near the flagpole is a 
boulder with plaque (1975) and related tree honoring the Anierican 
Revolution Bicentennial (placed by the Retired. Teachers 

· 

Association of Manchester). A random ashlar fieldstone wall' 
terminates the steep slopes along Main and Myrtle streets to 
either side of the park's southeast corner, where a flight of 
steps curves diagonally up to the flagpole. 

The park's recreational facilities are limited to two bocci 
courts (1992) near Linden street, donated by the Manchester 
Chapter of Unico International. Near the Myrtle and Linden 
streets intersection are the deteriorated.remnants of 
shuffleboard playing surfaces. 

The condition of the landscape design and ·park improvements 
appears good. Graffiti, however, is a problem, and the dancing 
bears sculpture has been removed from the.fountain for cleaning 
and repairs. No documentation has been found for the original 
park design. A 1934 plan prepared by J. Frank Bowen, town 
engineer, show.s a layout that ·remains substantia.lly intact. 
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HISTORIC MUNICIPAL PARKS SURVEY FORM (page 4) 

A 1953 plan by James Klar and Associates, landscape 
architects, included recommendations for some walkway redesign 
(not implemented) and new plantings (followed to a limited 
extent; e.g. , pear trees now line the walk that approaches the 
flagpole from the west). 

· 

Notes 

1. The present flagpole and concrete plaza around it appear to be 
a simplified version of the plan prepared by Charles Adams 
Platt in 1906. Platt, nationally known for his landscape 
and architectural designs, was a member of the Cheney 
family. 

2. These trees, honored in September 1987, are a carolina 
Silverbell (43 feet high), Yellowwood (43 feet high), and 
White Mulberry (45 feet high). 

3. The monument originally stood in the center of the Main and 
Center streets intersection. It was moved to this location 
c.1988. 

·4. The design of ·the "dancing bears" fountain is attributed to 
Charles Adams Platt by William Buckley in A New England 
Pattern (1973), ·p. 155. 

ATTACHMENTS 

__ x __ Historic Resources Inventory 'Form(s)/Buildings and Structures 
__ x __ connecticut sos! survey Questionnaire (Sculpture) 

The following are attached: 

1. Historic Resource Inventory Form for 
(1896). 

2. Historic Resource Inventory Form for 
(1937, 1961). 

3. Connecticut SOS! Survey Questionnaire 
Monument (1877). 

SIGNIFICANCE 

__ x __ Association with PersonjGroupjEvent 
Work of Recognized Master 
Important Artistic statement 
Unique Regional Expression 

__ x __ Plant Materials 

the Hall of Records 

the Mary Cheney Library 

for the civil War 
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HISTORIC MUNICIPAL PARKS SURVEY FORM (page 5) 

_x__ 

_x_ 

Historic Significance in Landscape Design 
Specific Style 
Fine Craftsmanship 
Important Landmark 
Other (Explain) 
Recommended for Listing on National Register of Historic 
Places (recommended as part of a potential Main Street 
historic district) 

ARTISTIC SIGNIFICANCE 

The design of Center Park shows the influence of naturalistic 
landscape planning, a predominant force in urban park planning of 
the early 20th century. Typical of the time, and partly inspired 
by the contemporaneous City Beautiful movement, the park was also 
conceived· and laid out with civic and ceremonial purposes in 
mind, befitting its role as the de facto town green. The layout, 
the work of an unknown landscape architect, appears to retain 
much of its historic integrity. 

The naturalistic form of landscape planning, which uses the 
irregular, native character of an environment-as. the framework 
for design, is articulated in Center Park. The existing contours 
of the terrain, the plantings, the combination of greensward with 
areas tree-covered to varying degrees, and curvilinear walkways, 
are artfully composed in an informal naturalistic manner. The 
design achieves.the desired effect of seeming almost .to be 
undesigned. With the exception of two little-used bocci courts, 
the original passive recreation intent for the park continues 
��. 

. . . 

Center Park's civic role has always been an important component 
of the design. Its creation was the result of the laudable 
community desire to honor civil War dead, and that commemorative 
function continued with additional monuments. The formality of 
design and seriousness of purpose of the Civil War sculpture and 
the memorial flagpole, occupying prominent locations, complement 
the park's less formal overall character. Two public buildings, 
the Cheney Library and the Manqhester· Probate Court, also express 
this public purpose. While each is a fine example of its 
architectural style, they differ in their impact visually on the 
park. The modest size and proportions of the Probate Court are a 
pleasing addition to the landscape, while the much larger size 
and more intrusive. massing of the library somewhat diminish the 
park's Main street presence. 

The extent to which the historic layout remains intact adds to 
the park's significance. Relatively few changes have·occurred 



HISTORIC MUNICIPAL PARKS SURVEY FORM (page 6) 

since 1934, and it is likely, given the absence of evidence to 
the contrary, that the "existing conditions map" of that year 
shows the original design. Improvements since then, including 
some ornamental plantings and thinning of shrubbery along the 
park borders, tree replacement, and monuments, have little 
altered the park's historic appearance. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The historical significance of Center Park is the product of its 
longstanding role as a centerpiece of community life, together 
with the associations with the Cheney family, historically the 
town's most influential manufacturers and benefactors. 

When Manchester was first settled as.the Orford Parish of East 
Hartford, the northern edge of Center·Park bordering Center 
Street was ··set aside as town property. Until the 1870s, however, 
its purpose was not well defined. The town had developed as 
several mill villages, and Manchester Center, as this area was 
known, had little· co:millerce and little significance except for its 
central location. 

. . . 
A dramatic change occurred in the last quarter of the century. 
Cheney Brothers, Inc. in nearby South Manchester developed into 
the nation's most important silk manufacturer, and commerce along 
Main .Street from Center street southward boomed. When the town 
chose the Main/Center street corner in 1876 for its Civil War 

·memorial, the location was recognition that Manchester Green and 
· .  South Manchester were coalescing to be.come the town's center of 

commerce and government, an honor·they share·today. 

Monument Park, as the area around the Civil War statue became 
known, was the first component of present-day Center Park. 
Between 1895 and 1912, the other pieces fell into place. In 
1896, Frank Cheney sold land to the town on Center Street 
adjoining Monument Park for the construction of the Hall of 
Records since Town Hall vault space was overcrowded . .  Chestnut 
street bordered these properties to the south, but in 1905 the 
town acted to expand the park. On May 15, 1905, the town meeting 
voted to close Chestnut Street between Main and Linden streets· 
for park expansion. At the same time, the town authorized Mrs. 
Susan Cheney, who owned the land south of Chestnut Street, to 
"lay out a park" on her property and the town's, with the 
intention of creating a new park. Mrs. Cheney's donation of her 
property in 1912 established· the park's present boundaries. This 
public gesture was one of many by the Cheney family over time, 
including the donation of the Mary Cheney Library in the park. 
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HISTORIC MUNICIPAL PARKS SURVEY FORM (page 7) 

The park has always been the setting of community activities. 
These range from the ceremonies at the conclusion of the 
traditional Memorial Day parade to art and craft shows in the 
spring, concerts in the summer, and wintertime sledding. 
As part of the American Revolution bicentennial observance in 
1976, the town buried a time capsule in Center Park. Although 
not officially called the "town green," center Park functions as 
such because of its traditions, central location, and important 
monuments. 

SOURCES 

Books: 
-Buckley, William E. A New England Pattern--The History of 

Manchester. Connecticut. Chester, CT: Pequot Press, 1973. 

Newspaper Articles: "The Herald Whatnot,"(article on Center Park 
and Civil War monument), The Manchester ·Herald, 5/29/1935. 

Unpublished Archi.val and Manuscript Materials: 
-Lewis, Barbara A. Historical and Architectural Resources 

Survey of Manchester. Connecticut: Main street and the East 
Side Neighborhood. September, 1993. Prepared for Town of 
Manchester and Connecticut Historical Commission. 

-Landscape plans in archives of Manchester Parks and 
Recreation Department: 

-untitled landscape plan for Center Park, c. 19ln 
(undated and unpublished; shows present landscape plan 
and Hall of Records [the present Probate court] but 
no public library). 

· 

-" 'Flagpole Setting' 4/12/1906 So. Manchester Park, 
South Manchester, Connecticut Charles A. Platt 
Architect 36 E.20th Street New York" 

-"Map of Center Park Showing Tar Walks Manchester 
Conn Scale 1" = 40' Also Deeds Feb 1934 J.F. Bowen 
Engineer" 

-"Long Range Development Plan for Center 
Manchester, Connecticut James s. Klar 
Landscape Architects and Site Plan·ners 

Other (Specify l : 

Park 
and Associates 

August ·195311 

-Winter, 1995 interviews with George Murphy, Superintendent 
of Parks, Town of Manchester; Ken Irish, retired Parks and 
Recreation Department employee; and Bob Harrison, retired 
Superintendent of Parks, Highways and Cemeteries, Town of 
Manchester. 
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PREPARATION OF FORM 

Surveyor: 
Gregory E. Andrews 
Andrews & Barlow Joint Venture 
56 Arbor Street 
Hartford, CT 06106 

Photographer: 
Gregory E. Andrews 

Photograph Negative Nos: A12/2,3,13,18,19 

REPRESENTATION IN OTHER SURVEYS: none 

Depository of Records: 
Connecticut Historical Commission 
59 South Prospect Street 
Hartford, Connecticut 06106 
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1'.iew of pcu·k from Jlain Street, 

with Childro�'s Fountain in fore
grouncl, looki11g west 

View into park from corner of 
!.lain and ilyrtle streets, looking 

northwest 

View of Civil War monunent, with 
Probate Court building behind, 

looking southwest 

View of park's central lawn, fro1:1 

near Chestnut Street, looking 

north 

View of hilltop with memorial 
:lagpole, looking east 
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