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METHODOLOGY 

HOW THE SURVEY WAS DONE 

The survey of a portion of Manchester, Connecticut's historic and architectural resources 

was conducted by Joan Baldwin and Geoffrey Rossano. Fieldwork and photography were 

carried out between July 1995 and April 1996. Copies of the final report were deposited with 

the Manchester Planning Department, the Manchester Historical Society, the Mary Cheney 

Library, and the Connecticut Historical Commission, 59 South Prospect Street, Hartford, 

Connecticut, 06106-1901. Microfiche copies of the report were subsequently deposited by the 

Connecticut Historical Commission at the Connecticut State Library, Hartford, the Homer 

Babbidge Library at the University of Connecticut, Storrs, and the Connecticut Trust for Historic 

Preservation, Hamden. 

The survey represents an inventory of specific architectural and historic resources of a 

portion of Manchester known as Manchester Green, and environs. No attempt was made to 

locate archaeological sites. Such an effort would have been beyond the scope of this survey and 

would have required specialized procedures and tools, extensive fieldwork, and a greater 

expenditure of public funds. 

AREA SURVEYED AND CRITERIA FOR SELECTION 

Delineation of the area to be surveyed was made by the Manchester Planning Department. 

The area included a portion of the Town of Manchester known as Manchester Green and its 

immediate environs. The area is roughly bounded by Porter Street, East Cemetery, East Center 

Street, East Middle Turnpike, and Woodbridge Street. The initial list of specific sites was 

developed by the surveyors and finalized in coordination with Mary Donohue, Survey and Grants 

Director of the Connecticut Historical Commission. 

The Historical and Architectural Resource Survey of Manchester Green was conducted in 
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accordance with the Secretary of the Interior's Standard� for Identification and Evaluation 

(National Park Service, U. S. Department of the Interior, 1983). Criteria used for evaluation of 

properties were based on those of the National Register of Historic Places, administered by the 

National Park Service under the supervision of the Secretary of the Interior. Properties listed on 

the National Register include districts, sites, and objects that are significant in American history, 

architecture, archaeology, engineering, and culture, and which contribute to the understanding of 

the states and the nation. The National Register's criteria for evaluation state: 

The quality of significance in American_ history, architecture, archaeolO!,')', 

engineering , and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects 

that possess the integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, 

and association and 

a. that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad pattern of our history, or: 

b. that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past, or: 

c. that embody the dictinctive characteristics of type, period, or method 

of construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic 

values, or that represent a distinctive and distinguishable entity whose components may 

lack individual distinction, or: 

d. that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to prehistory 

or history. 

The survey expands the scope of the National Register criteria, however, and includes 

structures which, while of doubtful National Register eligibility, nevertheless in some way are 

associated with an important person or event in Manchester Green, or have architectural merit, 

or, while not exceptional, typifY the styles or methods of construction used in the past. Besides 

their intrinsic merit as historic sites, these structures serve to establish a comparative context for 

the National Register-eligible sites. 

Severely altered buildings--those with numerous additions, synthetic siding, alterecVremoved 

porches, or replacement windows--were excluded unless the buildings retained most of their 

other characteristic features or possessed local historical significance. Sites previously 
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identified, such as those already listed on the National Register, or included in a thematic survey 

of historic Connecticut industrial sites, were not inventoried again in this survey. 

A total of 223 sites were selected for inclusion in this study. A series of black and white 

photographs for each site, as well as selected slides, was taken in the period November 

1995-April 1996. 

ARCHITECTURAL AND ffiSTORfCAL OVERVIEW 

An architectural and historical overview of specific sites and structures was prepared based 

on research in appropriate primary and secondary sources, as well as careful examination of the 

buildings. [mportant sources included municipal records and maps, local histories and 

directories, newspapers, secondary works, and historic photographs. 

INVENTORY FORl\11 

FORMAT For each historic site surveyed, a standard Connecticut Historic Resources 

Inventory Form was completed according to the guidelines of the Connecticut Historical 

Commission. Each form is divided into three sections, providing background information on the 

building's name and location, an architectural description, and information on the national, state, 

or local significance. Each site was assigned a number which corresponds to a number on the 

inventory fonn, accompanying mylar map, and selected slides. Sites were catalogued 

alpha-numerically, based on street name and geographical location. Names of current property 

owners and building dimensions were obtained from the Manchester Assessor's office. 

STYLE The survey necessarily concentrated on exterior features and descriptions of 

structural systems represent educated guesses based on historical research or visible architectural 

details. While many buildings exhibit characteristics of defined historic architectural styles (e.g., 

Queen Anne, Federal, Greek Revival), others were simply identified as "Vernacular," meaning a 

structure without any specific stylistic attributes, though still typical of its time and place. The 

surveyors followed closely the terminology contained in Virginia and Lee McAlester's Field 
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Guide to American Houses (New York, 1984), Steven Phillips' Old House Dictionary 

(Washin1,>ton, D. C., 1992), and Lester Walker's American Shelter (New York, 1981 ). 

Explanations of the most frequently used stylistic terms are listed below. 

FEDERAL ( 1790-1830) Federal-period buildings are characterized by overall symmetry 
and the lightness and classical nature of their decorative details. The entranceway, considered 
the signature of a Federal building, is frequently located in the gable end of the house, which 
faces the road, rather than the long elevation, as was typical in the colonial period. Many early 
country Federal houses continue to locate the doorway on the long side, a legacy of the New 
England Farmhouse and/or Georgian idiom of previous decades. Entries often contain six-panel 
doors flanked by leaded sidelights, sunnounted by a semicircular or elliptical fanlight. Cornices 
may be· decorated with swags, dentils, and modillions. Windows-often incorporate elaborate 
molded entablatures. Brick houses in the Federal style usually employ marble, limestone, or 
granite lintels above doors and windows. 

GREEK REVIVAL (1830-1860) The Greek Revival style emerged as the dominant 
American architectural expression in the second quarter of the nineteenth century. It proved 
very popular for churches, public and commercial sites, and mansions, as well as humbler 
domestic and commercial structures, many of which were built as loose variations of ancient 
pedimented temple designs. Typical examples are placed with their gable ends oriented to the 
street and are characterized by broad flat surfaces, low-pitched roofs, classical columns or 
pilasters, pedimented gables, wide frieze boards, a prominent molded cornice, and classically 
inspired doorways. Fenestration commonly utilizes six-over-six sash. 

ITALIANATE (1840-1880) Italianate buildings, which enjoyed great popularity in the 
mid-nineteenth century, frequently display low-pitched roofs, wide overhanging eaves supported 
by large decorative brackets, and chamfered porch columns. Windows are often larger than in 
earlier homes and frequently contain two-over-two sash. Many windows, often round-arched, 
are surmounted by prominent molded hoods and entablatures. Bay windows are commonly 
employed, as are visually balanced (though not symmetrical) facades, elaborate porches, towers, 
and square cupolas (belvederes). 

QUEEN ANNE (1880-1910) Immensely popular at the end of the nineteenth century, Queen 
Anne-style houses are characterized by steeply-pitched roofs, asymmetrical massing, complex 
building plans, a dominant front-facing gable, patterned shingles, cutaway bay windows, towers, 
and partial, full-width, or wraparound porches. Earlier examples frequently utilize spindlework 
or "Eastlake" decoration, ornamental half-timbering, and patterned masonry. Later examples 
incorporate Colonial Revival detailing such as classical columns and Palladian windows. 
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COLONIAL REVIVAL ( 1880-1940) The Colonial Revival style was the most popular form 

of architectural expression in the first half of the twentieth century. Houses of this type combine 

a variety of historical and contemporary elements (mostly Georgian, Federal, and Dutch 

Colonial) to recreate the "tee I" of earlier American buildings. Individual elements, however, are 

often exaggerated. Front entries are emphasized, often with classical porches. Palladian 

windows are frequently incorporated into gables and facades. Windows are normally arranged 

symmetrically and contain double-hung, multi-pane sash. 

CRAFTSMAN/BUNGALOW ( 191 0-1930) The Craftsman style was an architectural 

expression of the tum-ot:the-century Arts and Crafts Movement, especially the work of 

California architects Charles and Henry Greene, and later popularizer Gustave Stickley. 

Bungalows executed in this style are usually one-and-one-half stories high, set on cobblestone 

foundations, with low-pitched roofs, wide overhanging eaves, exposed rafter tails, and prominent 

eaves brackets. Full or partial front porches are supported by stout, often tapered (battered) 

square half-columns. Large shed dormers are frequently located above the front porch. 

Craftsman detailing was also adapted to larger two- and three-story buildings, especially the 

porch and eaves details. 

FOURSQUARE (1900-1930) More a house form than a distinctive style, the "Foursquare" 

is exactly as its name implies, a square structure, nonnally two stories tall, with a hip roof, 

usually pirced by small dormers. It is designed to yield the greatest amount of floorspace per 

construction dollar. Architectural details are drawn from a wide range of sources, especially the 

Colonial Revival, Prairie, and Craftsman genres. 

TUDOR REVIVAL (1890-1940) The Tudor Revival embraces everything from enormous 

"Jacobethan" manor houses to apartment complexes to collegiate dormitories to small suburban 

cottages. All are derived from English precedents of the late medieval period, c. 1500-1600. 

Typical features include steeply pitched roofs, asymmetrical intersecting gables, decorative 

btickwork and/or half-timbering, tall narrow windows, and massive chimneys. 

DATES OF CONSTRUCTION/DlivlENSIONS Dates of Construction entered on the 

inventory fonns are based on the Manchester Assessor's records, research in local property 

records, contemporary maps, newspaper accounts, and architectural evidence. In some cases 

where sufficient documentation is lacking. the construction dates entered represent the best 

possible estimates. 

Local assessor's records were also used to determine dimensions of buildings (cited with 

street elevation first), structural systems, and other pertinent information. Since access to 
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building interiors was not within the scope of this survey, questions regarding MATERIALS or 

CONDITION were based on assessor's records and visual analysis of the exterior, and represent 

the best possible estimate under the circumstances. 

Buildings lacking obvious problems were categorized as "good." It was not presumed to rate 

any exterior "excellent" since there is no way by casual visual inspection to know whether roofs 

are sound, windows well-caulked, and so forth. "Good" means that everything about the exterior 

appears in order. "Fair" means that there are some problems such as badly peeled paint, cracked 

siding, or missing shingles. "Deteriorated" is used for buildings which have severe exterior 

problems and which seem to be receving no maintenance. Threats to any of the surveyed 

structures were indicated, if known. 

SIGNIFICANCE Besides the descriptive portions, the form asks for historical and 

architectural significance as assessed by several standards. Does the building retain most of its 

original material? To what extent does the building embody a particular style or theory of 

architecture? How does it compare with other examples in Manchester? Is it in any way 

particularly beautiful, unusual, or innovative? 

Assessing the historical significance of the buildings required detailed research. The 

procedure varied with each building, but typically included reference to historical maps and 

views, property, tax, and assessor's records, local histories, and period newspapers or 

photographs. In this way the social context of many structures was established. 

OTHER PARTS OF SURVEY REPORT 

In addition to the inventory forms, which are the essence of the survey, the report includes a 

brief overview of Manchester history, with particular reference to the survey area, an 

architectural overview, recommendations assessing which buildings or groups of buildings may 

meet the criteria for listing on the National Register of Historic Places, a map which shows the 

location of each of the surveyed structures, a set of color slides illustrating a representative 

selection of the buildings, and indexes to the slides and to the forms. 
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HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

The Town of Manchester, Connecticut, is situated east of the Connecticut River, about eight 

miles from Hartford, and is bounded by South Windsor and Vernon to the north, Bolton to the 

east, Glastonbury to the south, and East Hartford to the west Roughly rectangular in shape, the 

town currently contains more than 52,000 inhabitants. 

Prior to arrival of European settlers, members of the Podunk tribe of Native Americans 

inhabited this area. The land was acquired from the sachem Joshua (third son of Uncas) and his 

heirs between 1672 and 1682 in a complicated series of transactions involving Major John 

Talcott and the Hartford magistrates. The acquisition. initially known as the "Five Mile Tract," 

was later included in Hartford's Third Ecclesiastical Society established in 1694, and fonned part 

of present-day East Hartford and, finally, Manchester. In the earliest settlement period at the 

end of the seventeenth century only a handful of newcomers established residence in the Five 

Mile Tract. In 1704 approximately 20 inhabitants petitioned Hartford authorities for "Winter 

Privileges," which would relieve them of the requirement that they travel to East Hartford for 

religious services during winter months. The petition was granted. 

The settlement process unfolded slowly throughout the eighteenth century as one by one 

local residents, newcomers, and their children established small subsistence farms and erected 

saw and grist mills on local streams like Hop Brook and Sawmill (Hockanum) River. Large 

families and exploitive agricultural practices underlay much of the demand for new lands, and 

farmers steadily cleared new fields, laid out roads, built stone walls, and established widely 

scattered self-sufficient homesteads. Thomas Olcutt operated a tavern in the area by 1713. 

Benjamin Cheney, progenitor of the communty's most important clan, amived c. 1724. In 1731 

inhabitants carried out the first major land division in the Five Mile Tract, though the process of 

taking up all the claims was not completed until 1753, by which tim local population had 

reached the 175-200 person range. As the number of inhabitants increased, the community took 

on a more permanent appearance. Residents established the first two cemeteries in the late 
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1740s and early 1750s, one of which, East Cemetery on East Center Street, is situated within the 

present survey area. Schools opened at the same time, four by 1751, with nine districts 

organized by 1772. That same year the community became a separate religious jurisdiction, 

known as Hartford's Fourth Society, or the Orford Ecclesiastical Society, and work on a 

meetinghouse soon commenced 

Like most interior Connecticut towns, especially those east of the Connecticut River. 

Manchester actively supported the Revolutionary War effort. Following the Lexington "Alarm" 

a small local contingent made their way to Boston, and out of I 00 adult male residents, 25 

eventually served with patriot forces. During the war paper mills of Ebenzer Watson and Austin · 

Ledyard supplied the needs of the Continental Army, state government, and the Hartford 

Courant newspaper. Following a brief postwar slump, most of the state experienced general 

economic quickening, due in part to establishment of a new national constitution and 

government in the late 1780s, revival of overseas trade in the early 1790s, and beginnings of 

substantial local industrial development powered by area streams. In the late eighteenth century 

Manchester's primary industrial sites included the Watson and Ledyard paper mills at Union 

Village, Colonel Joseph Pitkin's powder works, Richard Adams' paper mill, and the 

Pitkin-Bishop glass factory which opened in Manchester Green. 

In the 1790s Samuel Pitkin constructed one of New England's first cotton mills at Union 

Village, while Richard Pitkin opened a cotton mill at Manchester Green. In the first decade of 

the nineteenth century Charles Bunce operated a paper mill, while John Mather manufactured 

both cotton yam and gunpowder. Other evidence of increasing local prosperity could be 

discerned in the opening of two academies in the 1790s, completion of the Congregational 

meetinghouse first begun in 1772, and slow but steady population growth. By 1812 many 

residents had begun discussing the possibility of obtaining municipal independence, and in 1823 

the General Assemby set Manchester off from Hartford as a separate town with a population of 

approximately I ,400 .. 

Between 1823 and the Civil War the growth process in Manchester accelerated dramatically 
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as Connecticut entered its heyday of small-scale, water-powered industry. While many 

exclusively agricultural towns, such as nearby Tolland, saw local population stagnate and then 

fall, the number of Manchester residents rose sharply, to 1,576 in 1830, then 1,695 in 1840, 

2,546 in 1850, and finally 3,294 in 1860. Several substantial villages within the larger town 

emerged, including South Manchester. Union Village, and Manchester Green. A detailed map of 

the community prepared by surveyor Eli Bissell in 1849 documents industrial activities, 

especially paper and textiles, which underlay expansion, more than a dozen in all. At the same 

time many earlier grist and sawmill sites converted to new uses. Important local concerns 

included Bunce's woolen, finishing, and paper mills;. Henry Rogers' paper mill; Keeney's paper 

mill; George, Henry, and Edward Godwin's paper mill; Hilliard's Woolen Mill: Eagle Hills 

Woolen Mill; Manchester Manufacturing Company woolen mill; Cheney Silk Mill; Mutual 

Company warp mill; Keeney and Fitzgerald's paper mill; William Jones' silk mill; Globe Mills, 

Henry Hudson's Oakland Paper Mill, as well as a stone quarry, cigar factory, and copper mine. 

At the same time the Hartford, Providence, and Fishkill Railroad laid tracks for their main line 

through the northern portion of town. 

Of emerging local industries, none proved more important than the Cheney Brothers Silk 

!vlill, first opened in 183 8 as Mount Nebo Silk Manufacturing Company. In the 1840s and 1850s 

important technological breakthroughs in the manufacturing process and introduction of 

steampower to augment local waterpower resources led to tremendous growth. By 1860 Cheney 

Brothers employed 135 workers. And this was but a prelude of things to come. In the late 

1860s and early 1870s the finn carried out major expansion plans which included construction of 

several large brick mills and attendant facilities, and underwriting the South Manchester 

Railroad, a two-mile spur linking the manufacturing complex with the Providence and Hartford 

line. The construction program included four three-story mills, each 250' in length. By 1870 

Cheney Brothers employed 551 operatives out of a total town population of 4,223, better than 

one in eight inhabitants. By 1884 there were 1,500 employees out of a population of 

approximately 7,000 and the Cheney operations paid seven-eighths of the town's taxes. 
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The Cheneys exerted a pervasive impact on Manchester's development. They built hundreds 

of tenement houses and encouraged many hundreds of other workers to purchase homes of their 

own, especially through creation of the Manchester Building and Loan Association in 1891_ 

They built an enonnous mill complex, as well as Cheney Hall, a community center incorporating 

an opera house, annory, and library. They provided their workers with schools, healthcare, and 

recreation facilities. They donated land for churches to be built upon. They gave land and 

money for parks and to build the town library. They helped organize the South Manchester Fire 

District. 

The rapidly growing community, with a population of 8,222 iri 1890, obtained an array of 

improved municipal services in the late nineteenth century, again often through the largess of the 

Cheneys. The first Manchester reservoir (Taylor) opened in 1872, followed by Porter Reservoir 

in 1889, the year the South Manchester Water Company Company also began operations. In this 

same era the Manchester Light and Power Company began providing electricity, and in 1883 the 

town's initial 45-subscriber telephone exchange opened. A trolley to Hartford commenced 

running in 1895. Manchester also supported two local newspapers, the Weekly Herald, which 

started printing in 1881, and the WeekZv News in 1893. 

By the 1890s much of the vacant land east and west of Main Street, south of Center Street, 

had been transfonned into extensive residential neighborhoods. During the same era south Main 

Street, fonner1y a residential throughfare, evolved into a major regional commercial center lined 

with large retail and office blocks. These included the Watkins Brothers Furniture Store ( 1890), 

Park Building (1893), Orford Hotel (1894), Oak Hall (1896), Weldon Block (1897) and Cheney 

Block ( 1899). [For the development of South Manchester see Barbara Lewis, "Historic and 

Architectrural Resource Survey of Main Street and East Side Neighborhood," 1993] 

The two decades after the tum of the century witnessed still more vigorous growth as 

Manchester's population climbed to more than 18,000 by 1920, with the Cheney mills employing 

over 4,000 local inhabitants, one of the largest industrial operations in New England. Hundreds 

of homes were erected, along with additional commercial structures such as the Purnell Building 
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(1900), House and Hale Building (1909), two Johnson blocks (1910, 1912), and a new Watkins 

Brothers emporium ( 1920). The same era witessed the opening of Orange Hall ( 1902), South 

Manchester High School (1904), Waranoke Hotel (1905), the State Trade School (\915), the 

Salvation Anny's castellated headquarters, and a new Congregational Church. With a vibrant 

real estate market and v1gorous business and industrial sector, Manchester was clearly a 

community on the go. 

During the 1920s paved roads, automobile commuting, beginnings of suburbanization, and 

continuing prosperity at the Cheney Mills allowed Manchester to continue on its expansionist 

path. In 1923, for example, 17 passenger trains, 23 interurbans, and 98 trollies stopped in town 

each day. During rush hour trollies ran every 15 minutes. Large new in-town suburban 

neighborhoods appeared, especially on the east side. New downtown commercial buildings 

included the Slewitz (1920), Podgrove and Jaffe ( 1923), Forest ( 1923), Dewey and Richmond 

(1926), and Frodin and Kemp (1926) blocks. Manchester obtained a new state armory in 

1923-1927, while Southern New England Telephone constructed a headquarters building in 

1929. 

The Great Depression, which descended after 1929, brought Manchester's era of exhuberant 

growth to an abrupt end. Ravaged by the weak economy and challenged by new synthetic 

fabrics, the Cheney firm borrowed heavily from the Reconstructioin Finance Corporation in the 

early 1930s, but was forced to reorganize under bankruptcy laws in 1937. This caused the 

company to auction off its residential properties, and to sell or give away its schools, recreational 

facilities, and gas and electric holdings. 

Though World War II caused a temporary economic resurgence in Manchester, especially 

demand for silk parachutes, the days of the silk industry were clearly numbered, and after the 

war retrenchment returned and employment again fell sharply. In 1955 J. P. Stevens, Inc., 

purchased the Cheney assets, but closed the factories and moved operations south. (In the 1970s 

the mill complex was declared a National Historic Landmark and has been revitalized, with 

former industrial structures adaptively reused as offices, apartments, and shops. The Cheney 
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Hall Opera House has been completely refurbished as a community center. 

Decline of the silk mills and Manchester's industrial base in the 1940s and 1950s coincided 

with further changes in the local economy. Many workers found employment in defense plants 

located in East Hartford and elsewhere. More importanly, growth of regional tinancial and 

commercial institutions and a tlood of urban residents moving to the suburbs, aided by 

constwction of a modem highway network after 1950, caused rapid growth in Manchester to 

resume. Older subdivisions left uncompleted at the onset of the Depression tilled in, while vast 

new tracts of single-family houses transformed the landscape, as did construction of retailing 

complexes such as the- Buckland Hills Mall. Today Manchester is a bustling suburban 

community of more than 50,000. 

MANCHESTER GREEN 

For much of the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries the small village of Manchester 

Green situated on the eastern side of town served as principal community center. One 

memorialist later recalled that for many years Manchester Green on the Kings Highway to 

Boston was the center of activity, rivalled only by Buckland. Another called it the chief place of 

business at the time of the Revolution, a period when the crossroads hamlet contained a store, 

tavern, pottery, district school, and several houses. Sitting astride one of the state's principal 

east-west transportation routes, Manchester Green hosted scores of travellers heading westward 

to new farms and drovers herding cattle to market. 

Following the American Revolution Manchester Green shared in the growth which 

characterized the entire town experience. The Pitkin-Bishop glass factory opened there in 1783 

and remained active for nearly 50 years. In the 1790s Richard Pitkin erected a cotton spinning 

factory nearby. TI1e opening of the Hartford-Boston Turnpike in 1794 (present East Middle 

Turnpike) through the the village center also helped spur growth by facilitating travel and trade, 

and serving as a major stage route linking Hartford, Boston, and Providence. Judges, military 

men, and statesmen all stopped to rest in Manchester Green. In the early nineteenth century 
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Deodat Woodbridge, and later his son Dudley Woodbridge, ran a public house, providing 

refreshment and accommodations to both visitors and local residents alike. They also scheduled 

public dances. Wells Woodbridge served as the community's first postmaster after 1808, while 

the local store did a healthy trade, especially with inhabitants living further to the east. In 1816 a 

new brick school opened here. 

Manchester Green continued to prosper as an important transportation hub throughout the 

first half of the nineteenth century, and by 1849 counted approximately 40 houses, as well as 

Kingsberry's Hotel, a brick schoolhouse which hosted both Masons' and Oddfellows' meetings, 

the busy Keeney & Woodbridge store, and Perry's store and post office.· East Academy lay· 

one-half mile to the southwest, with East Cemetery just beyond that. Other local activities 

included Benjamin Lyman's smithy, the Wells Woodbridge distillery, and several carriage shops. 

In 1851 the Pacific Manufacturing Company erected a stockinet mill here, an operation carried 

on in one fom1 or another until the 1920s. 

Despite considerable commercial activity and construction of several impressive Greek 

Revival and Italianate houses in the period 1840-1860, Manchester Green's fortunes had crested 

by mid-century. Lack of significant waterpower resources meant most industrial and related 

commercial and residential development would locate elsewhere. Construction of the Hartford, 

Providence, and Fishkill Railroad through North Manchester effectively isolated Manchester 

Green, undercutting its position as a transportation entrepot and assuring that commercial and 

industrial activities would be similarly relocated. Arrival of the railroad, for example, caused the 

post office to remove to North Manchester (The site was tirst known as Manchester Station). 

In fact, between 1860 and 1900 the village stagnated, and virtually no new construction, 

whether industrial or commercial, occurred in the vicinity of Manchester Green. Instead, local 

memorialists emphasized the community's thrift, healthful atmosphere. and commanding views. 

The street grid delineated on the 1849 Bissell map (East Center, East Middle Turnpike, Parker, 

Autumn, Porter, Woodbridge, Pitkin) remained completely unchanged for 50 years, with most of 

the land given over to dairy and vegetable farms. By contrast, South Manchester, Manchester 
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Center, and North Manchester all experienced considerable expansion, including the laying out 

of dozens of new streets and construction of factories, shops, offices, and hundreds of houses. 

The situation began to change around the turn of the century as a few builders erected 

houses, often two-family structures, along East Center Street as part of Manchester's overall 

expansion. In addition, between 1896 and 1902 developers platted two small new residential 

streets, Glenwood and Munro, in this area. Residential construction quickened after 1908 when 

the electric trollev line extended from Manchester Center to Manchester Green, and in the next 

decade several dozen new homes arose in the vicintiy. Manchester Green truly came into its 

own as an in-town suburb after World War One through creation of entirely new neighborhoods 

of single-family homes virtually overnight. Growing popularity of automobile commutation 

strengthened the trend. In the 1920s 15 local auto dealerships competed for sales, while a 

contemporary description of the community noted that the town straddled one of the main auto 

highways between Boston and New York. In response, contractors tilled street after street with 

an array of attractive Colonial Revival, Dutch Colonial, Craftsman, English Cottage, and 

American Foursquare residences. For the first time, most sites incorporated a garage, usually 

located at the back of the lot. 

The history of Manchester Green in the years between 1900 and 1930 is really the history of 

real estate development in that area as II subdivisions were laid out, covering almost the entire 

extent of the present survey area. Until construction of houses commenced in earnest about the 

time of World War I, most of the land continued in use as pasture and fields for local dairy 

farms. The Cheney Brothers Farm occupied the land between East Cemetery and Autumn 

Street, with a large bam in the center of the plot, a farm which produced milk for the Cheney 

family compound in South Manchester. Further east, straddling Pitkin Street, stood the 

Calhoun/Pitkin Dairy known as Waranoke Farms. Where the Lutheran Church now stands on 

Pitkin Street "Billy" Pitkin kept a farm, living at the foot of present Elwood Road, maintaining a 

small herd of cows and a flock of chickens. Elwood Walker, another local fanner, lived on the 

corner of East Center and Pitkin Streets, maintained a small barn on the property, and continued 
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to walk his animals to pasture along Pitkin Street until the early 1920s. During that same era 

local youngsters hunted crawfish in several area ponds. 

W. Harry England opened the first of the new subdivisions, the "South Manchester Heights 

Addition." in 1906 in an area bounded by present Glenwood, Oak, and Autumn Streets. (He 

also developed an additional plot just east of Autumn Street, south of Ridgefield Street, known 

as "Autumn Heights," in 1916). The next major subdivision, "Greenhurst," occupied a site 

bounded by Munro, Porter, East Center, and Parker Streets, with initial subdivision plans filed in 

1912. Four years later E. J. Holl began work on "Ciainnont," which encompassed Kensington 

and Autumn Streets, both running south from Porter Street. 

The pace of activity accelerated after World War One, with seven additional subdivision 

plans filed between 1920 and 1928. The first group included "Pitkin Park," laid out by John 

Cheney, and "Greenhill Terrace I," the work of Robert Smith. Both included land previously 

used as dairy farms. "Pitkin Park" occupied the ground between Parker and Pitkin Streets, while 

"Greenhill Terrace I" included newly mapped Elwood and Robert Roads, and additional frontage 

on Pitkin Street. The last three developments opened south of East Center Street in the 1920s 

included Robert Smith's "Greenhill Terrace II (1925)," which ran south from Robert Road to 

Porter Street, "Greenhill Estates ( 1926)," running along Boulder Road, and the largest of all, 

E. J. Holl's "Hollywood (1924)," which encompassed Cromwell and Porter Streets and 

Wellington, Westminster, Scarborough, and Lancaster Roads. 

In the late 1920s developers began looking north of East Center Street, closer to the center 

of Manchester Green. During this period two important subdivisions were created here within 

the survey area. In 1927 the prominent local real estate firm of Elman and Rolston filed a plan 

for a development known as "Marvin Green," which included Stephen, Gerard, and Cone Streets, 

as well as portions of Parker and East Center Streets. 1l1e following year W. Harry England 

opened "Coburn Green" directly to the east, including Coburn Road and portions of East Center 

Street. 

Those responsible for this real estate activity encompassed a broad spectrum of developers, 
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including Robert Smith, E. J. Holl, Elman and Rolston, and W. Harry England. In the 

Manchester Green area E. J. Holl and Robert Smith played particularly important roles. Holl 

was born in England in the 1880s where he learned the skills necessarv to become a male nurse. 

Shortly after the turn of the centwy he emigrated to the United States, having been preceded 

years earlier by his sister. Settling in Manchester, he went to work for lawyer/realtor Alexander 

Arnett, but eventually went out on his own, developing important local subdivisions like 

Greenhurst, Hollywood, Morningside Park, and Clairmont. Streetnames like Westminster, 

Cromwell, Wellington, Scarborough, Lancaster, and Kensington reflected his English heritage. 

Holl also developed property in Hartford, especially along Blue Hills A venue. Though hard-hit 

by the Great Depression, he remained active in business until the 1960s. 

Developer/politician Robert J. Smith followed a somewhat ditTerent path to success. Born 

in Manchester in 1883, he went to work in the Cheney silk mills as a boy, eventually rising to the 

post of superintendent of the velvet mill. Having risen about as far as he could, he opted to 

strike out on his own, selling real estate and insurance. Initially he sold lots on commission for 

others. His first major project, "Colonial Gardens" on the west side, had been begun by E. J. 

Holl, who later sold his interest to Smith. In the 1920s Smith developed "Greenhill Terrace" on 

the east side, an exclusive subdivision with half-acre lots selling for $1,500 each. 

Robert Smith also enjoyed a very successful political career, serving over the years as town 

assessor, selectman, representative to the General Assembly, county commissioner, state senator, 

deputy state controller, and finally Connecticut Welfare Commssioner. He never lost an election 

and successfully used his political connections to further his real estate projects. On one 

occasion the govemor presided at the opening of a Smith development on Henry Street. 

Where E. J. Holl chose street names reminiscent of his English youth (which also satisfied 

customers' desires for a "classy" address), Robert Smith opted for names with local or personal 

significance. Elwood Road memorialized Elwood Walker, a Manchester village farmer, as did 

Richard Road, named after dairyman Richard Pitkin. Waranoke Road commemorated the 

Waranoke dairy, which previously occupied the site, while Robert Road honored Smith's eldest 
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son. Raymond Road was inspired by Raymond Johnson, a prominent lawyer and legislative 

colleague of Smith's. In later years Smith named two new streets Harvard and Wellesley after 

the schools attended by his son and daughter. 

All of Manchester's developers actively touted the suburban ideal--fresh air, green grass, and 

pride of ownership. Robert Smith offered "First Class buildings, lots for sale, easy terms," 

advising "Don't build your cottage in the air, let us sell you the land to build it on." A few years 

later he opined, "If you intend to live on earth, own a slice of it." E. J. Hoi! 's advertisements 

claimed, "He cuts the earth to suit your taste." A corps of local builders stood poised to help 

make suburban dreams a concrete reality, including the Manchester Construction Company, 

H. H. West and Son, Claude Truax, Holger Bach, F. William Kanehl, David Chambers, and John 

Wright. 

Many lots and subdivisions were identitied as "restricted home sites," with deeds 

incorporating provisions designed to ensure an appealing, upscale, and sometimes exlcusive 

ambience for certain buyers. These covenants required that only single family homes be erected, 

and that they contain a minimum number of square feet. John Cheney in "Pitkin Park" forbid the 

sale of liquor. Other clauses excluded non-Christians from settling in certain subdivisions. 

Purchasers of new suburban homes included a wide spectrum of Manchester residents, 

especially from among the managerial, professional, sales, retailing, financial, and technical 

ranks. At 11 Richard Road Harold Alvord, secretary/treasurer of the Manchester Savings Bank, 

purchased a double lot ($3,000) in Robert Smith's "Greenhill Terrace" development and erected 

an imposing Georgian Revival brick home. Edwin Higgins, a local physician, purchased a 

substantial English Cottage-style home on Porter Street in the "Hollywood" subdivision. while 

Harding Stephens, who owned an automobile dealership, purchased an attractive Dutch Colonial 

residence in the "Greenhurst" section. Other professionals and businessmen who acquired 

property in this area included realtor John Jensen, clothing store owner Leroy Slocomb, jewelry 

store proprietor Robert Dewey, building contractor John Clark, and insurance agent Wallace 

Robb. 
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Not every new resident owned his own business or stood high in the managerial ranks of 

regional institutions. Full employment, easy terms. and good wages also permitted many 

tradesmen and factory workers to purchase homes of their own. Carpenter E. J. Sweeney lived 

in a simple Foursquare home on Cone Street in the "Marvin Green" subdivision, while auto 

repairer and sheet metal worker Harry Armstrong purchased a house on East Center Street. 

Weaver Adolph Benson occupied a new Craftsman-style Bungalow in the "Greenhurst" 

development, while carpenter Oscar Johnson purchased a home on Gerard Street in "Marvin 

Green." 

Manchester Green neighborhoods also proved popular with employees of both Cheney 

Brothers, the great silk-producing complex, and Case Brothers, manufacturers of paper and 

paperboard products. Case Brothers worker Lucius Foster acquired a new Dutch Colonial house 

on Academy Street in the "Pitkin Park" section, while Cheney Brothers foreman Levi Wheaton 

lived in a Ctaftsman-style Bungalow on Autumn Street, part of the "Clairmont" subdivision. 

Norman Cubberly, head of time-study at Cheney Brothers, lived on Elwood Road in Robert 

Smith's "Greenhill Terrace" development. In the "South Manchester Heights Addition" at 

129-131 Glenwood Street lived Cheney workers Edward Vozna and Martha Hentschel. 

Manchester Green subdivisions also contained large numbers of commuters who journeyed 

by auto or trolley to Hartford. This group included Clarence Thornton, an auditor in Hartford, 

who purchased a home in 1929 on Westminster Road in the "Hollywood" subdivision, and his 

neighbors Viola and Eugene Schmitz, both of whom worked in Hartford as well, as a clerk and 

assembler respectively. Nearby on Scarborough Road Clifford Varney, an underwriter for one of 

the state's Hartford-based insurance tinns, occupied an attractive Colonial Revival-style 

residence, while insurance examiner Charles Willett and insurance estimator Fred Johnson both 

lived around the comer on Wellington Road. 

After a decade of vigorous growth, onset of the Great Depression brought most new 

construction to a halt, though contractors completed a small number of additional homes in 1930 

and 1931. In 1936 developer Robert Smith attempted to jump-start the area housing market by 
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forming a group including local lumber dealers, plumbers, and contractors to build four "spec" 

houses on Henry Street, small colonials priced in the $6,500-7,200 range. When they sold, 

mostly to new employees of United Aircraft in East Hartford, the group built four more. Not 

until the late 1930s and early 1940s, however, did significant further construction ensue, and 

then in only limited numbers, filling in lots which had lain vacant for a decade or more. 

Following World War rr, however, residential construction activity accelerated sharply, with 

the rapid addition and extension of the street grid, and appearance of scores of new homes. Any 

vacant lots on older residential streets were swiftly filled with infil housing. Other construction 

activity included building churches, synagogues, apartments, one-story commercial structures. 

and schools. More recently, former residences have been converted to professional offices and 

other commercial uses, especially along East Center Street, and the former hub of Manchester 

Green at the intersection of East Center Street, East Middle Turnpike, and Woodbridge Street 

where road widening and rerouting have completely altered the appearance of the site and led to 

demolition of numerous early structures. 

Elsewhere within the survey area, however, there has been little change, and the mix of 

houses constructed between 1900 and 1940 remains largely intact. Many late eighteenth and 

early nineteenth-century houses also remain in place, especially in the vicinity of the former 

Manchester Green on East Middle Turnpike and East Center Street, documenting the area's 

former importance as a community center. 
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ARCHITECTURAL OVER VIEW 

Though presenting the appearance of a typical in-town suburb developed in the first half of 

the twentieth century, settlers initially occupied the survey area two centuries earlier, and for 

many decades it tlourished as the village of Manchester Green, one of several distinct 

communities located within the town. It thus contains a wide variety of eighteenth and 

nineteenth-century building types interspersed among much later neighbors, with the greatest 

surviving concentration clustered near the junction of East Middle Turnpike, East Center Street, 

and Woodbridge Street, heart of the original Manchester Green village. 

The oldest residences surviving within the survey area, and the most numerous dating from 

the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, are very modest one or 1-l/2-story vernacular 

structures, generally gable roofed and lacking specitic stylistic details. These folk houses 

reflected the simple lifestyles of the local population. Good examples include the c. 1780 Pitkin 

House at 244 Porter Street (IF#l64), the c. 1826 cottage at 443 East Middle Turnpike (IF#78), 

the early nineteenth-century homes at 394 and 4 1 2  Porter Street (IF#l67, 168), and the c. 1811 

Woodbridge House (IF#2 23 ) at 634 Woodbridge Street 

Following the American Revolution and establishment of a new constitution, both regional 

and national economies accelerated, spurred by growing trade in agricultural commodities and 

the beginnings of water-powered industry. Increased prosperity permitted some Manchester 

residents to erect more stylish and substantial dwellings in the newly-popular Federal style which 

emphasized classical design details and had gained wide acceptance in cosmopolitan urban 

centers. 

Federal-period buildings are characterized by overall symmetry and the lightness and 

classical nature of their decorative details. The entranceway, considered the signature of a 

Federal building, is frequently located in the gable end of the house, which faces the road, rather 

than the long elevation, as was typical in the colonial period. (Many early country Federal 

houses continue to locate the doorway on the long side, however, a legacy of the New England 
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Fannhouse and/or Georgian idiom of previous decades.) Entries often contain six-panel doors 

flanked by leaded sidelights, sunnounted by a semicircular or elliptical fanlight. Comic<!s may 

be decorated with swags, dentils, and modillions. Windows frequently incorporate elaborate 

molded entablatures. Brick houses in th<! F<!deral style usually employ marble, lim<!stone. or 

granite lintels above doors and windows. The best surviving example of a F<!deral-style 

residence within the survey area stands at 193 Porter Street, the c. 1780-1800 Pitkin House 

(IF# 161 ). This two-story structure exhibits a number of period features including a pedimented 

gable incorporating a keyed and molded demilune window, sidehall floorplan, and balanced 

three-bay facade. 

During the 1830s the Federal style began giving way to a new architectural craze, the Greek 

Revival, with the transition nearly completed by 1840. A gen<!ral hiatus in building caus<!d by 

the financial panic of 1837, followed by a rush of new construction in the 1840s when 

prosperous times returned, made the shift in taste even more pronounced. The Greek Revival 

style proved very popular for churches, prominent public and commercial sites, and mansions, as 

well as humbler domestic and commercial structures, many of which were built as loose 

variations of ancient pedimented temple designs. These new buildings, however, represented an 

evolution rather than a complete repudiation of Federal architecture. Significantly, Greek 

Revival structures retained and reemphasized the temple-front, gable-end orientation of their 

immediate predecessors. Builders also employed a classical stylistic vocabulary, but with 

important modifications. They abandoned the Federal arch and ellipse, while detailing became 

simpler, flatter, and more rectilinear in fonn. Doorways became even more prominent, 

incorporating broad pilasters and strongly molded horizontal entablatures (the post-and-lintel 

form being typical). Other popular details included wide friezeboards, ftieze ("eyebrow") 

windows, wide cornerboards or pilasters, and six-over-six double-hung sash. In all, the Greek 

Revival style constituted a strong<!r, bolder architectural statement. 

The Manchester Green survey area contains several attractive and substantial Greek 

Revival-style houses dating from the 1830s and 1840s, the era when the village enjoyed its 
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greatest levels of activity and affiuence, before the arrival of the railroad and the rise of industry 

in South Manchester shifted the focus of development elsewhere. The most impressive 

examples of the style stand two stories tall, with pedimented gable fronts and elaborate ot1set 

entries, such as the c. 1835 Cone house at 463 East Center Street (IF#62), the c. 1845 Daniel 

Wadsworth House nearby at 478 East Center Street (IF#64), and its contemporary, the 

Cone/Worthington/Arnold House, at 494 East Center Street (TF#66). The Columbus Parker 

House at 180 Porter Street (TF#I60) is another good example of the style, with tlush-board siding 

and oversize six-over-six sash to the left of the entry. 

In addition to more imposing two-story residences, the survey area also contains two very 

attractive 1-1/2-story Greek Revival cottages which incorporate a wide range of decorative and 

architectural features and survive in an excellent state of preservation. These include 1847 

Asenath Fox House at 436 East Middle Street (IF#77)) and the c. 1840 Hart Porter House at 465 

Porter Street (IF#l70)), which utilize comer pilasters, frieze windows, pedimented gables, 

six-over-six sash, and wide friezeboards. 

Italianate buildings, which enjoyed great popularity m the mid-nineteenth century and 

represent a romantic reaction against the perceived sterile classicism of the previous two 

generations, frequently display low-pitched roofs, wide overhanging eaves supported by large 

decorative brackets, and chamfered porch columns. Windows are often larger than in earlier 

homes and utilize two-over-two sash. Many windows, often round-arched, are surmounted by 

prominent molded hoods and entablatures. Bay windows are commonly employed, as are 

visually balanced (though not symmetrical) facades, elaborate porches, towers, and square 

cupolas (belvederes). These buildings were popularized by architects and designers such as 

Andrew J. Downing, Alexander J. Davis, and Samuel Sloan who wrote and published widely. 

ltalianate houses constructed in the survey area around the middle of the nineteenth century 

incorporate most of the defining details of the style, including square tloor plans, hip roots, wide 

bracketed eaves, oversize windows at the first tloor level, and large full or wraparound porches. 

Manchester Green's best examples, all two stories tall, include the Cone/Keeney House at 526 
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East Center Street (lF#70), the nearby Spencer/Watkinson House at 560 East Center Street 

(IF#73), and the Edmond A. Bliss House which stands at 462 East Middle Turnpike (IF#81) 

In the second half of the nineteenth century Manchester's economic center of gravity shifted 

rapidly westward towards the Cheney silk mills, and most new commercial, industrial, and 

residential construction occurred in what was then known as South Manchester, especially the 

areas just east and west of present Main Street, south of Center Street.. By contrast, relatively 

few new structures of any kind appeared in the survey area during that period. In fact, the 

Manchester Green street grid documented on an 1896 map of the community remained virtually 

identical to that delineated on a plan drafted for the Cheney Brothers by surveyor Eli Bissel in 

1849. 

Those few new buildings erected in the second half of the nineteenth century consisted of 

either scattered modest vernacular cottages, such as the c. 1896 house which stands at 126 

Pitkin Street lF#143), or simplified versions of the late ltalianate and Queen Anne styles which 

dominated American residential construction between 1860 and 1900. 435 East Middle 

Turnpike (lF#76), erected c. 1880, is a good example of the phenomenon, a simple two-story 

gable-end-to-the-street residence embellished with a molded entry hood supported by large 

ltalianate brackets, round-arched window in the street gable, and a round-arched stairway 

window on the left containing small colored border lights. 

Despite the presence of many eighteenth and especially nineteenth-century homes which 

document the earlier history of Manchester Green as a semi-autonomous village, the vast 

preponderance of houses examined within the survey area date from the period 1900-1940, 

especially after World War One, when the neighborhood emerged as one of Manchester's most 

important suburban distiicts. Explosive growth of Manchester's industrial economy and related 

rapid population increases, construction of an electric trolley line to Manchester Green in 1908, 

and then soaring popularity of automobile commuting lay at the heart of the phenomenon. 

Manchester's suburban neighborhoods tended to emerge rather quickly, and many streets 

filled with new houses within a four or five years. Typically, developers constructed only a few 
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types of houses, virtually all in the three or four most popular contemporary styles. As such, they 

exhibited considerable similarity in form and detail. Due to the automobile's growing 

importance in virtually all aspects of life, early suburban neighborhoods also contained large 

numbers of garages, and many period buildings dating to the 1920s and 1930s survive, often with 

hip or clipped gable roofs and original doors. 

On any given street, houses tended to be of similar size (and price). Some were rather 

modest, while others could be quite substantial. In this way developers appealed to several 

discrete classes of buyers. In "Pitkin Park" and "Ciainnont" modest Craftsman-style Bungalows 

and Foursquares appeared with great frequency. Imposing Colonial Revival and Dutch Colonial 

homes filled "Greenhill Terrace" and "Hollywood," while English Cottages proliferated in 

Marvin Green and Coburn Green. Virtually none of the homes were architect-designed. 

Instead, local builders adopted and adapted plans from stock catalogues, and the same house 

tended to be constructed over and over throughout the area. 

Most residential lots were relatively small. In Marvin Green typical building sites averaged 

60' x 150,' while in "Pitkin Park" street frontages were restricted to 50.' In "Hollywood" 50' x 

125-130' lots were the rule. On only a few streets such as Boulder, portions of Pitkin, and 

Richard did homeowners enjoy larger sites. Robert Smith's "Greenhill Terrace" homesites 

averaged 80-90' x 200,' with those fronting Pitkin Street measuring a full half-acre. These larger 

lots were priced accordingly, $1,500 each. 

The first homes erected in Manchester Green after the tum of the century included late 

Queen Anne structures similar to those constructed in large numbers further west. 422 East 

Center Street (IF#58, 1908) is a good example of the type, resting on a rockfaced ashlar 

foundation and sheathed with clapboards and shingles. Characteristic decorative and 

architectural details include cross gables with cutaway comers and brackets and decorative 

shinglework in the gable peaks. Another nice example stands at 272 Porter Street (IF# 166, 

1911) incorporating a hip roof and a stairwell window with colored border lights above the 

entry. 
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Local builders also constructed a few two-family homes, a type appearing in large numbers 

just to the east to accommodate Manchester's ever-increasing ranks industrial workforce. 

Surviving examples include 319-321 East Center Street (IF#46, 1900), 418-420 East Center 

Street (fF#57, 1900), and 129-131 Glenwood Street ([F# 110. 1907). Such residences typically 

exhibited vaguely Colonial Revival details, including Tuscan porch columns, molded eaves, or 

pedimented balcony porches. Only a few such structures, however. were built, and this portion 

of Manchester never replicated the development pattern experienced by neighborhoods closer to 

Main Street. Rather, the old Manchester Green village was transfom1ed by construction of 

hundreds of suburban single-family homes in many separate subdivisions, especially after 1920 

when the post-war building boom and impact of automobile travel hit full force. 

By far the most popular building style employed by developers in suburban Manchester after 

World War I was what has come to be known as the Colonial Revival. Houses of this type first 

emerged in the late nineteenth century and combined a variety of historical and contemporary 

features (mostly Georgian, Federal, or Dutch) to recreate the look and feel of earlier American 

buildings. Designers tended, however, to exaggerate individual elements. They emphasized 

centered front entries and classical porches, along with balanced facades. Palladian windows 

frequently appear i n  gables and street elevations. Symmetrically arranged windows utilize 

double-hung, multi-pane sash. The earliest examples often retain complex rooflines and 

asymmetrical massing of the Queen Anne style. Later buildings replicate the Georgian/Federal 

house form with a simple side gable roof, balanced facade, and central entry. 

Typical Colonial Revival residence constructed in Manchester Green after 1920 stand two 

stories tall, oriented with the long elevation to the street. They incorporate central entries, often 

with sidelights and elliptical transoms or sunbursts motifs. They normally employ gabled entry 

porches with Tuscan or square columns and molded eaves. In some cases a gabled entry hood 

supported by massive shaped or knee brackets substitutes for the full porch. Builders commonly 

chose clapboards or wood shingles for sheathing. Window sash is generally of six-over-one or 

eight-over-one configuration arranged in a balanced three-bay (and less often, five-bay) facade. 
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Designers often grouped window sash to the right and left of the entry creating two and 

three-part combinations, a 6/1 center panel flanked by 4/1 sash being the most common. While 

some buildings employ central chimneys, end chimneys appear far more frequently, a feature 

which facilitates inclusion of a spacious central hallway. One-story side porches and wings. 

either open or enclosed, occasionally with balustrade above, also constitute a typical design 

element Decorative details modeled on Georgian and Federal precedents include molded eaves 

and cornices with returns and quarter-round windows in the gable peak flanking an external 

chimney. An excellent example of these five-bay homes appears in an advertisement placed in 

the 1923-1924 city directory by Robert Smith, the same notice which announced development of 

"Greenhill Terrace." 

Three of the most imposing examples erected within the survey area stand at II Richard 

(banker Harold Alvord, rF#17l, 1927), 146 Porter Street (IF# I 58, Mrs. Mary Russell, 1929), and 

257 East Center Street (IF#45, insurance agent Richard Rich, 1923), Georgian and Federal 

variants of the style executed in brick, with balanced facades and elaborate entries. In addition 

to these structures, literally scores of Colonial Revival homes blanket many new streets laid out 

by developers in the early decades of twentieth century. On some streets, such as Elwood and 

Scarborough, they constitute the vast majority of houses constructed in the 1920s and early 

1930s. All exhibit the side gable orientation, balanced facades, and central entries typical of the 

type. They also incorporate a full array of decorative details, such as molded eaves and returns, 

pedimented entry porches, quarter-round windows flanking an external chimney in the side 

gable, and open or enclosed one-story side porches. Good examples of this ubiquitous type 

include 500 East Center Street (IF#67, 1921), 56 Elwood Road (IF#95, 1927), 28 Gerard Street 
· --

- . 

(fF#IOl, 1926), and 33 and 60 Scarborough Road (IF#183, 187, 1930, 1923). 

Though not encountered with great frequency, the survey area also contains a few Colonial 

Revival-style Cape Cod residences which incorporate similar fenestration and detailing, but with 

only one or 1-1/2 stories, and more often a central chimny. Most often constructed in the late 

1930s and early 1940s, they constituted an attractive but economical alternative to more 
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substantial two-story Colonial Revival homes of the previous decade. The house at 99 Pitkin 

Street (IF#l39) built in 1937 for office manager John Hyde is a particularly nicely detailed 

example of the type. exhibiting an offset entry with fluted pilasters and attractive molded 

surround, three gable dormers in the street elevation, massive central chimney. molded eaves. 

and denticulated cornice. Other good examples include 37 Autumn Street (lF#I3, 1941) with an 

attractive classical door surround, 413 East Center Street (IF#53, 1935), and 268 Porter Street 

(IF# 165, 1942). 

Dutch Colonial houses proved second only to Manchester's side-gabled Georgian or Federal 

Revival homes in popularity. Dutch Colonial houses employ a signature gambrel roo( often 

with full-width shed dormers and solid-paneled shutters. Such buildings are almost universally 

oriented with the long elevation to the street and utilize a central centry incorporating a small 

gabled entry porch with Tuscan (or square) columns or a gabled, (occasionally arched), entry 

hood supported by heavy brackets. These houses enjoyed their greatest popularity between 

1920 and 1935. 

Locally constructed houses in this style greatly resemble other Colonial Revival structures, 

especially the porches, sheathing, molding, fenestration, and chimneys. The chief ditTerence is 

the gambrel root: usually steeply pitched, incorporating a continuous, full-width shed dormer in 

the street elevation, and often in the rear elevation as well. The entry hood, a relatively rare 

feature in two-story Colonial Revival residences, appears far more often in Dutch Colonial 

examples. Solid-paneled shutters, often with decorative pine tree or candlestand cutouts, proved 

popular. External end chimneys and one-story side porches are also common design elements. 

Dutch Colonial-style single-family residences are ubiquitous through! the survey area, and 

range in size and detail from moderate to elaborate. A particularly fine cluster stands at 29, 54, 

75, and 91 Robert Road (lF#l73-176) in the "Greenhill Terrace" development, erected between 

1926 and 1931. As a group they display nearly all the distinguishing characteristics of the type: 

gambrel roofs, clapboard or wood shingle sheathing, end chimneys, continuous shed donners, 

nicely detailed gabled entry porches or hoods, sidelights, sunburst or arched transoms, side 
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porches, and decorative solid-panel shutters. Other tine examples, to cite just a few, stand at 40 

Coburn Road (IF#38, !929), 483 East Center Street ([F#65, 1925), 8 Gerard Street (IF#96, 

1936), !53 Porter Street (IF#l59, 1920), 3 2  Wellington Road (IF/1207, 192 7), and 1!2 Pitkin 

Street (!F/1142, !930), all built in the heyday of the style's popularity. 

Though not quite as popular as the two-story Colonial Revival house or its Dutch Colonial 

cousin, the picturesque English Cottage of the 1920s and 1930s, a suburban single-family variant 

of the Tudor Revival style, nonetheless appears in large numbers throughout the survey area. A 

typical example appears in Robert Smith's 1928 insert in the Manchester city directory. Loosely 

based on British precedents· from the late medieval period and sheathed with stucco, brick. 

clapboards, or shingles, they typically incorporate asymmetrical, intersecting gable roofs, large 

street-facing cross gables and steeply gabled entry porches, patterned or skintled brickwork. 

stone accents, tlared rootlines, large external chimneys, often centered in the street elevation, 

decorative half-timbering, and casement windows. Round brick or tlat pointed Tudor arches 

often delineate the entries. 

A marvelous example of the type is located at 39 Stephen Street IF#l97), the c. 1931 

home of Saul Silverstein, technical director for the Rogers Paper Company, utilizing most of the 

elements characteristic of the type, including a steeply gabled entry porch with tlat pointed 

Tudor arch, casement windows, and wonderful wavy skintled brickwork. The c. 1928 home of 

bookkeeper Harry Hill at 5 2 3  East Center Street (IF#69) employs decorative half-timbering in 

the entry gable, while the c. 1927 residence at 539 East Center Street (lF#71) exhibits a gabled 

entry hood with a tlat pointed arch pro tile. Nearby at 547 East Center Street (IF#72, 1936) the 

builder incorporated a variety of characteristic features, such as the enclosed entry porch with 

half-timbering, multiple intersecting gables and dormers, prominent multitlue chimney in the 

center of the street elevation, and nicely detailed round-arched window with lattice leadwork and 

detined by brownstone tabs in a street-facing cross gable. Other representative examples of this 

picturesque style can be found at 3 2  Gerard Street (IF#l02,1931), 118 Porter Street ((if/1155, 

1928), and 19 Wellington Road (IF#203, 1930). As with the other revival styles popular at the 
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on a large elevated lot in 1897. Owner of the Evening Herald newspaper, Ela was a prominent 

member of the Manchester community. His substantial residence incorporates a vast profusion 

of design elements, including a hip-roofed entry porch with cobblestone columns, broad 

bracketed eaves, wide side porch with cobblestone columns, and paired and tripled sash. In fact, 

it is one of the most distinguished designs documented in the current survey process. Following 

Eta's death, the property was purchased by a succession of prominent Manchester businessmen 

and manufacturers. 

Least common of the suburban building types encountered in Manchester Green is the 

.. American Foursquare, a fonn which evolved from the Midwestern Prairie style and offered the 

maximum amount of livable space per construction dollar. Generally square, as the name 

implies, and standing two stories tall, they appear in many styles, incorporating Colonial 

Revival, Prairie, Craftsman, and Shingle design elements. Typical features include full-width 

front porches, hip roofs, broad eaves, and gable or hip roof dormers in the left, right, and street 

elevations. Nationally, these houses were most popular between 1900 and 1920, though many 

continued to be built until the late 1920s. In Manchester and other Connecticut industrial 

communities they retained their popularity until the Depression. 

Similar to their peers in other cities and states, Manchester's Foursquare residences employ a 

wide range of design details. The substantial home of Case Brothers employee Paul Krupen at 

91 Autumn Street (IF#\7, 1929) in the "Autumn Heights" neighborhood exhibits a Colonial 

Revival-style entry with sidelights and sunburst transom, while 417 East Center Street (IF#56, 

1926) incorporates a Craftsman-style porch with solid stuccoed balustrade and battered 

half-columns. Other good examples include 75 Autumn Street (IF#\6, 1928), 400 East Center 

Street (IF#53, 1914), 14 Greenhill Street (IF#\14, 1915), and 32 Westminster Road (IF#212, 

1926). The substantial house standing at 129-131 Glenwood Street (IF#\10, 1907) is a 

two-family version of the Foursquare type, embellished with a Colonial Revival-style porch with 

Tuscan columns in the front, and an old-style Queen Anne porch with turned columns and sawn 

brackets in the rear. It is one of only a handfull of two-family residences erected in the survey 
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area at the very beginning of the twentieth century. 

Relatively few houses were constructed in the Manchester Green smvey area after 1932. 

and then usually simplified and more modest versions of predominant styles. introduction of 

the Cape Cod type in the mid-1930s provided the only real exception to this rule. After the 

Scond World War construction activity revived throughout the area. with Capes and even 

simpler "Colonial" houses the styles of choice. They were soon joined in the 1950s by ranches 

and split levels and other more contemporary forms. Today the core of the survey area is largely 

dominated by houses built between 1900 and 1940, with inti! lots and outlying streets given over 

to post-war construction. Though many earlier homes have been enlarged through use of 

dormers and additions, or have installed artificial siding or new windows, such changes have 

been generally modest, and the neighborhoods still reflect their 1920s ambience. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 

NATIONAL REGISTER STUDY 

Upon completion of this report it is recommended that certain properties be nominated for 

inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places, and that a formal National Register study 

be initiated for each of them. Those properties which should be considered individually include: 

l .  123 Boulder Road (lF#21 Elwood Ela House, c. 1897) 

- 2. 220 East Center Street (lF#38 East Cemetery, c. 1750-- ) 

3. 495 East Middle Turnpike (IF#84 Woodbridge House, c. 1835) 

The Ela House on Boulder Road is an outstanding example of the turn-of-the-century 

Craftsman style and the home of Manchester's influential newspaper publisher. East Cemetery is 

a very well-preserved and maintained rural burying ground with a wealth of fine stonesdating 

from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries It also contains the important Cheney plot. The 

Woodbridge House on East Middle Turnpike is a substantial and little-altered example of the 

Greek Revival style and was the home of the prominent Woodbridge family, leading citizens and 

entrepreneurs in nineteenth-century Manchester Green. 

SITES ASSOCIATED WITH MINORITIES AND WOMEN 

Although the survey area includes several properties that either reflect or document the role 

played by women in the economic, social, and historical development of Manchester Green, only 

one, East Cemetety (lF#38), appears eligible for National Register listing. That cemetery 

contains a wealth of geneological and demographic information about the female population of 

Manchester in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. TI1e former Glastonbury Knitting Mill 

(fF# 85, 501 East Middle Turnpike, c. 1901-1904), though now greatly altered, employed large 

numbers of female operatives in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries and documents the 

role played by women workers in the industrial revolution. 
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INDEX TO SITES, PHOTOGRAPHS, AND SLIDES 

Note: The pages included in the tollowing index are arranged in the tonnat outlined below. The 

various sites surveyed are listed alpha-nwnerically, by street name first, and then by assigned 

street number in ascending order. Additional infonnation includes the estimated construction 

date, the file numbers of the photographic view, the orientation of the photographic view, and 

the file number of the corresponding slide. 

(Street Name) 

Site 

Number 

Street 

Number 

Construction 

Date 

Photo

Roll:Neg 

Photo 

View 

Slide 

Number 

(Construction dates are based on information filed at the Manchester Assessor's Office, 

Manchester Land Records, oral history, other documentary ecidence, and visual inspection. ln 

most cases they represent the best estimate possible based on available evidence.) 
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Site Street Construction Photo- Photo Slide 
Number Number Date Roii:Neg View Number 

ACADEMY STREET 

I. 16 1922 3-19 N 

2. 23 1927 3-13 s 

3. 30 1932 3-18 N 

4. 37 1923 3-14 s 

5. 48 1925 3-17 N 

6. 54 1926 3-16 N 

7. 58 1929 3-15 N 

AUTUNIN STREET 

8. 8 1900 2-32A E 

9. 19 1907 2-33A w 28 

10. 23 1918 2-34A w 29 

II. 28 1928 2-3IA E 

12. 31 1931 2-35A w 

13. 37 1941 2-36A w 

14. 55 1922 3-1 w 

15. 59 194 3-2 w 

16. 75 1928 3-3 w 30 

17. 91 1929 3-4 w 31 

BOULDER ROAD 

18. 45 1940 4-16 s 20 

19. 57 1930 4-17 s 

20. 120 1922 4-21 sw 

21. 123 1897 4-18,19 NE 21,22 

22. 143 1913 4-20 s 

COBURN ROAD 

23. 16 1936 5-15 N 

24. 20 1929 5-14 N 

25. 27 1937 5-13 w 

26. 28 1936 5-4 E 

27. 33 1930 5-12 w 16 

28. 40 1929 5-5 E 

29. 42 1928 5-6 E 
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Site Street Construction Photo- Photo Slide 
Number Number Date Roli:Neg View Number 

COBURN ROAD 

30. 43 1930 5-1 w 

31. 48 1929 5-7 E 
32. 53 1930 5-10 w 

33. 54 1930 5-8 E 
34. 59 1933 5-9 w 

CONE STREET 

35. 44 1931 4-22 E 

36. 45 1928 4-23 NW 

CROMWELL STREET 

37. 25 1928 1-31 s 

EAST CENTER STREET 

38. Cemetery c. 1750-- 7-2/6 w 35,36 

39. 223 c. 1925 6-8 s 

40. 229 c. 1925 6-9 s 

41. 237 1924 6-10 s 

42. 243 1924 6-11 s 

43. 249 1925 6-12 s 

44. 253 1900 6-13 s 

45. 257 c. 1920 6-14 s 1 

46. 319-21 1900 6-15 s 

47. 349 1900 6-16 s 

48. 370 1921 6-7 N 

49. 380 1920 6-6 N 

50. 388 1920 6-5 N 

51. 390 1924 6-4 N 

52. 396 1917 6-3 N 

53. 400 1914 6-2 N 

54. 402 1931 6-1 N 

55. 413 1935 6-17 s 

56. 417 1926 6-18 s 

57. 418 1900 5-36A N 

58. 422 1908 5-36 N 

59. 427 1930 6-19 s 

60. 435 1938 6-20 s 

-40-



Site Street Construction Photo- Photo Slide 
Nwnber Nwnber Date Roll:Neg View Nwnber 

EAST CENTER STREET 

61. 457 1926 6-21 s 

62. 463 1835 6-22 s 9 

63. 473 1926 6-23 s 

64. 478 1845 5-35 N 

65. 483 1925 6-24 s 

66. 494 1840 5-34 N 
67. 500 1921 5-33 N 

68. 519 1929 6-25 E 

69. 523 1928 6-26 E 

70. 526 1826 5-32 w 19 

71. 539 1939 6-27 E 

72. 547 1936 6-28 E 10 

73. 560 1840 5-31 w 

74. 569 1935 6-29 E 

EAST MIDDLE TURNPIKE 

75. 423 1900 5-28 s 

76. 435 1880-1900 5-29 s 15 

77. 436 1857 5-27 N 14 

78. 443 1826 5-30 s 

79. 450 c. 1850 5-26 N 

80. 455 c. 1850 5-16 s 

81. 462 1850 5-25 N 13 

82. 465 1850 5-17 s 

83. 489 c. 1898 5-18 sw 

84. 495 1835 5-19 s II 

85. 501-519 1901-1904 5-20 sw 12 

ELWOOD ROAD 

86. 23 1935 4-8 s 

87. 28 1922 4-15 N 

88. 29 1926 4-9 s 23 

89. 43 1924/5 4-10 s 24 

90. 49 1933 4-11 s 

91. 50 1926 4-14 N 

92. 55 1927 4-12 s 

93. 56 1927 4-13 N 
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Site Street Construction Photo- Photo Slide 
Number Number Date Roll:Neg View Number 

GERARD STREET 

94. 2 1928 4-33 N 

95. 5 1928 4-34 sw 

96. 8 1936 4-32 N 

97. 14 1930 4-31 N 

98. 17 1926 4-35 s 

99. 18 1926 4-30 N 

100. 23 1926 4-36 s 

101. 28 1926 4-29 N 

102. 32 1931 4-28 N 

!OJ.' 38 1927 4-27 N 

104. 39 1928 5-l s 

105. 42 1926 4-26 N 

106. 47 1924 5-2 s 

107. 48 1925 4-25 N 

108. 52 1935 4-24 N 

109. 57 1934 5-3 s 

GLENWOOD STREET 

I tO . 129-131 1907 2-28A w 

Ill. 139 1907 2-29A w 

ll2. 151 1937 2-30A NW 

GREENHILL STREET 

113. 8 1929 3-22 N 

114. 14 1915 3-21 N 

115. 19 1921 3-20 s 

KENSINGTON STREET 

ll6. 20 1908 3-5 E 

LANCASTER ROAD 

117. 15 1922 2-26A w 

ll8. 42 1928 2-25A E 

119. 45 1925 2-27A w 

MUNRO STREET 

120. 9 1921 3-1 w 
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Site Street Construction Photo- Photo Slide 
Nwnber Number Date Roll:Neg View Number 

MUNRO STREET 

121. 24 1920 3-10 E 

122. 28 1924 3-9 E 

123. 29 1926 3-12 w 

PARKER STREET 

124. 12 1914 3-6 SE 

125. 31 1927 3-8 w 

126. 40 1925 3-7 E 

127. 129 1941 6-32 w 

128. 133 1940 6-31 w 

129. 137 1941 6-30 w 

130. 156 1944 6-33 E 

131. 174 1933 6-34 E 

132. 194 1930 6-35 E 

PITKIN STREET 

133. 27 1926 3-23 w 

134. 35 1925 3-24 w 

135. 63 1921 3-25 w 

136. 71 1930 3-26 w 

137. 88 1925 3-36 E 

138. 90 1926 3-35 E 

139. 99 1937 3-27 w 27 

140. 104 1922 3-34 E 

141. 107 1925 3-28 w 

142. 112 1925 3-33 E 

143. 126 1895 3-32 E 

144. 141 1931 3-29 w 

145. 151 1926 3-30 w 

146. 157 1930 3-31 sw 

PORTER STREET 

147. 36 1857 1-27 N 

148. 44 1927 1-26 N 

149. 60 1850 1-24 N 

150. 70 1923 8-2,3 N 

151. 74 1927 1-23 N 
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Site Street Construction Photo- Photo Slide 
Number Number Date Roii:Neg View Number 

PORTER STREET 

152. 88 1926 1-22 N 

153. 100 1926 1-21 N 

154. 107 1935 1-2 s 

155. 118 1928 1-20 NE 

156. 119 1940 1-3 s 

157. 127 1914 1-4 s 

158. 146 1929 1-19 N 

159. 153 1920 1-5 s 2 

160. 180 1797 1-18 NE 8 

161. 193 1778 1-6 sw 4 

162. 215 1914 1-7 sw 

163. 230 1910 1-17 NE 

164. 244 1780 1-16 NE 

165. 268 1942 1-15 NE 

166. 272 1911 1-14 NE 

167. 394 1823 1-13 NE 

168. 412 1828 l-12 NE 5 

169. 418 1900 I-ll NE 

170. 465 1840 1-9 s 7 

170A. 395 1928 1-8 sw 6 

RICHARD ROAD 

171. 11 1927 4-2 w 25 

ROBERT ROAD 

172. 26 1927 4-1 s 

173. 29 1929 4-7 N 

174. 54 1931 4-3 s 26 

175. 75 1927 4-6 w 

176. 91 1926 4-5 w 

177. 99 1927 4-4 w 

SCARBOROUGH ROAD 

178. 15 1932 l-36A s 

179. 18 1937 2-14A N 

180. 21 1937 2-IA s 

181. 27 1930 2-2A s 
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Site Street Construction Photo- Photo Slide 
Number Number Date Roll:Neg View Number 

SCARBOROUGH ROAD 

182. 32 1927 2-13A N 

183. 33 1930 2-3A s 

184. 43 1929 2-4A s 

185. 49 1929 2-5A s 

186. 50 1929 2-12A N 

187. 60 1923 2-IIA N 33 

188. 65 1927 2-6A s 

189. 72 1930 2-IOA N 32 

190. 76 1931 2-9A N 

191. 82 1930 2-8A NW 

192. 93 1939 2-7A s 

STEPHEN STREET 

193. 8 1937 7-11 N 

194. 18 1933 7-10 N 

195. 28 1932 7-9 N 17 

196. 33 1932 7-12 s 

197. 39 1929 7-13 s 18 

198. 43 1928 7-14 s 

199. 58 1930 7-8 N 

200. 63 1933 7-15 s 

201. 66 1931 7-7 N 

WELLINGTON ROAD 

202. II 1940 2-15A sw 

203. 19 1930 2-16A sw 

203. 20 1927 2-24A NE 

205. 23 1929 2-17A sw 

206. 29 1930 2-18A sw 

207. 32 1927 2-23A NE 

208. 33 1927 2-19A sw 

209. 36 1928 2-22A NE 

210. 43 1928 2-20A sw 

211. 61 1931 2-21A sw 

WESTMINSTER ROAD 

212. 32 1926 1-36 E 34 
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Site Street Construction Photo- Photo Slide 

Number Number Date Roll:Neg View Number 

WESTN!INSTER ROAD 

213. 35 1925 1-28 w 

214. 46 1927 1-35 E 

215. 54 1930 1-34 E 

216. 55 1930 1-29 w 

217. 60 1929 1-33 E 

218. 65 1928 1-30 w 

219. 76 1927 1-32 E 

WOODBRIDGE STREET 

220. 
- . 570 1912 5-24 NE 

221. 600 1927 5-23 NE 

222. 608 1925 5-22 NE 

223. 634 1811 5-21 NE 
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