The Cheneys built decent houses for
their workers to rent and later to buy.
Their factories were modernized, reser-
voirs were constructed, and schools were
built and supported by the Cheneys.
Indeed, “Manchester’s schools were in
first place in Connecticut” according to a
Hartford Courant article. They also built
Cheney Hall for meetings, entertainment
and social events. The Cheneys were phi-
lanthropists and helped build the city of
Manchester. All in all, Cheney Brothers
Was the World for both Manchester’s
workers and residents.
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The Cheney Historic District Tour is sponsored by:
Cheney Brothers National Historic District Commission
Manchester Historical Society

with grateful acknowledgment to:

Herbert Bengtson David Smith
Dorothy Brindamour Eileen Sweeney
Vivian Ferguson Marva Williams
Nancy Pilver Thelma Woodbridge

(Cheney Homestead

Books and tour information about Cheney Brothers
from the Manchester Historical Society

(860) 647-9983

manchesterhistory@juno.com

0ld Manchester—A Picture Book second edition, reprinted in 1999
by M.K. Adams & A.J. Thibeau, 1994

0ld Manchester Il—The Storytellers
by M.K. Adams & A.J. Thibeau, 1997

0ld Manchester [ll—Manchester Green
by M.K. Adams & A.J. Thibeau, 1997

History of Manchester, Conn. (facsimile reprint)
by Mathias Spiess & Percy Bidwell, 1924

If All the Great Men—The Cheneys of Manchester
by Margreta K. Cheney
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Cheney Brathers silk from the collection of the Manchester Historical Society
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~ Cheney Brothers

Was the World

( 1 eorge Cheney married Electa

\\_II ' Woodbridge. They had nine
children—eight boys and one girl. Four
of the brothers founded the Mt. Nebo
Silk Company in 1838. This Manchester
business was later incorporated as
Cheney Brothers. During the early
1920s, it was the largest silk company
in the world taking thread from cocoons
to finished material. Members of the
family held all the important positions
in the company until the 1920s.
Non-family members were then hired

as superintendents of the departments.

Cheney Train Station
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Silk Works

- School House

Machine Shop—1895

This building is the future home of the Manchester Historical
Society. In its day, machinists, plumbers and other tradesmen
performed maintenance and repairs essential to running the
large textile complex.

Bath House—1913

The Bath House provided a place to bathe for Cheney workers
who did not have bathrooms at home. Men bathed on one side
and women on the other. Towels cost 5 cents.
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Cheney Homestead —ca. 1785
This farm house, the original building, housed three Cheney
generations. Additions were built as the family grew.

Keeney Schoolhouse— 1751
Restored in 1973, this one-room schoolhouse contains a
“horn book”—see how it was used.

Cheney Brothers Office— 1910



